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SCHOOLS HEAD IH 
RIGHT DIRECTION 


COURT 

Man charged with 
murdering his wife 

A MAN has appeared in court charged with 
the murder of his wife. 

Paul Abbott, aged 56, from Lodge Cres¬ 
cent, Netherton, was remanded in custody 
to appear before crown court on March 15 
for a plea and case management hearing. 

Mr Abbott, who was wearing a grey 
tracksuit, spoke only to confirm his details 

Jacqueline Abbott, aged 54, died shortly 
after being found with serious head injuries 
at their house in Lodge Crescent, on De¬ 
cember 11. Mr Abbott was arrested by of¬ 
ficers at the scene on Sunday and charged 
with her murder. 


Report by David Cosgrove 

IMPROVEMENTS across Dud¬ 
ley’s primary schools show 
standards in the borough are 
‘moving in the right direction’, 
according to an education 
chief. 

Primary schools in the borough 
were ranked joint 79th in the national 
Key Stage 2 tables - an improvement 
of nine places compared to 2014. 

Dudley Council’s cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren’s services Ian Cooper said the latest re¬ 
sults show the authority’s efforts are starting 
to bear fruit. 

A total of 80 per cent of primary pupils in the 
borough gained level four or better in the key 
subjects of reading, writing and maths. 

But there is still work to be done, according 
to Councillor Cooper, with the authority want¬ 
ing every child to have a top-class education. 

He said: “What we want to have is a good or 
outstanding school in every area. 

“That’s our ambition and what we’re work¬ 
ing towards, and what our schools, parents and 
children want as well. 

“The latest figures show we’re moving in the 
right direction across the board. 

Challenge 

“The Government agenda at the moment is 
all about continuous improvement and contin¬ 
uous challenge. 

“Local authorities’ focus is about supporting 
schools to improve year on year. 

“That seems to be beginning to bear fruit 
because we’re working in partnership with 
schools. 

“The council really wants to thank the stu¬ 
dents, staff and parents for all their hard work 
- these results are down to them at the end of 
the day.” 

The top performing school this year was Cra- 
dley CofE Primary in Halesowen, where 100 
per cent of pupils managed to gain the bench¬ 
mark grades. 

It was also a good year for Mount Pleasant 
Primary in Brierley Hill. 

The school jumped three places up the table 
to fifth spot, with 95 per cent of pupils taking 
Key Stage 2 tests gaining at least level four in 
the three key subjects. 

Other impressive performers this year were 
Lutley Primary and Howley Grange Primary, 
both in Halesowen, which saw 99 per cent and 
97 per cent achievement respectively. 

Primaries in neighbouring Worcestershire 
were rated just below those in Dudley, but 
some of the county’s top performers are in 
Wyre Forest district. 

A total of 76 per cent of primary schools in 
Worcestershire achieved level four or better in 
the key subjects of reading, writing and maths. 


PUB TURNS INTO FAIRYTALE CASTLE FOR CHRISTMAS 



Magical display — Clare McGill-Williams with daughter Lois, six, outside The Summer House pub, at Gospel End Road, Sedgley 


A SEDGLEY landlord’s pub is his castle this 
festive season as he has converted the inn 
into a lit-up fairy tale set for Christmas. 

While the pub on Gospel End Road is called 
the Summer House, it is clearly equally pre¬ 
pared to be more of a winter wonderland 
when it’s the season to be merry. 

The pub is famous for its fairly lights but 


landlord and landlady Phil and Karen Ken¬ 
nedy have gone a whole lot further with their 
Disney-style display. 

With an estimated 10,000 bulbs, a wooden 
Disney castle, Mickey and Minnie Mouse 
made from cardboard, not to mention the 
house from the movie Up - it makes for a 
stunning view. 


Phil, Karen’s father and a member of staff 
got to work on the display straight after Bon¬ 
fire Night. The illuminations are the talk 
of Sedgley, much of the Black Country and 
South Staffs. Karen said: “The previous land¬ 
lord started the Christmas lights. It became 
a tradition, everyone knows about it and ex¬ 
pects something new every year.” 


HOUSING 

Plan for 900 homes 
on industrial land 

MULTI-MILLION pound plans to build 
more than 900 homes on disused in¬ 
dustrial land in Coseley have been 
backed for approval by council officers. 

The outline proposal is to demolish 
all the existing buildings on the 66-acre 
Coseley Park site, other than the for¬ 
mer Bean Motor car offices. 

This would pave the way for 925 
homes and a 30,000 sq ft supermarket 
on the site in Sedgley Road West. 

It will be decided on at a Dudley 
Council meeting on Monday. 

HEALTH 

Russells Hall ranked 
best performing A&E 

RUSSELLS Hall Hospital was ranked the 
best performing A&E in the country for 
waiting times during latest figures. 

The Dudley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust saw 98.9 per cent of patients at the 
hospital being treated, admitted or dis¬ 
charged within four hours of arrival. 

Bosses say they are delighted with the 
achievements of staff revealed in figures 
for October published by NHS England 
for A&E Attendances and Emergency 
Admissions. Trust chief executive Paula 
Clark said: “This is great news for our pa¬ 
tients because this achievement places us 
among the very best in the country.” 
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Tributes to Black Country's Braveheart 



Businessman Charles Hanmer 


A BUSINESS leader who strived to 
promote firms and organisations in the 
Black Country for more than five dec¬ 
ades has died aged 72. 

Tributes to Charles Hanmer have 
poured in from industry bosses. 

Mr Hanmer, of Wordsley, was once 
dubbed the ‘Black Country Braveheart’ 
for his efforts to support and promote 
local businesses. 

He died on December 1 at Dudley’s 
Russells Hall Hospital following a 
stroke, leaving wife Jill and son James. 

He launched several companies in 
the area and blazed a trail for Black 


Country industry as a senior officer 
with chambers of commerce and other 
business groups. 

His sayings included: “If you want 
to talk positive about the Black Coun¬ 
try then talk to me. If you want to talk 
negative, you’ve got the wrong person.” 

Current president of the Black Coun¬ 
try Chamber of Commerce Ninder 
Johal said Mr Hanmer’s passion for 
business would be sorely missed. 

“He was one in a generation, he 
was so much larger than life,” said Mr 
Johal. 

“He had so much to give to the re¬ 


gion and he gave it all. He grew up and 
worked in the region all his life. It was 
part of his DNA. He put his own inter¬ 
ests second and the region’s first. He 
will be missed.” 

Mr Hanmer began his career as a 
machine tool fitter at Bronx Engineer¬ 
ing in Lye. He later became managing 
director at Netherton Ales PLC and 
he started textiles and chemicals firm 
Kemtex in 1973 with just £100. 

His other companies included Gold- 
tan of Mercia, Enterprise Leasing & Fi¬ 
nance Ltd, Charles Advertising Ltd and 
Charles Group. 


Beth giving all she can 
back with charity song 



BETH Sherburn has carved 
out a successful singing ca¬ 
reer and now she is using 
the Christmas period to give 
something back. 

Releasing her Christmas char¬ 
ity single - Snow Angels - the 
24-year-old from Lower Gornal 
aims to raise as much money as 
possible for Make A Wish Foun¬ 
dation, saying it is a great cause 
to support and be involved with. 

The singer has previously vis¬ 
ited a number of schools across 
the UK to talk about the issue of 
cyber bullying. 

She said that she is trying to do as 
much charity work as possible. 

Beth added: “I’m just very grateful 
to be in the position I’m in now that 
I can try and make a difference. Even 
if it’s only to one child, I feel like I’ve 
done something. 

“To be able to send a message 
through my music is an incredible 
feeling. 

“I’m lucky enough be involved with 
charities and the Make A Wish Foun¬ 
dation really is something I feel very 
passionate about. 

Shocked 

“To do something for these termi¬ 
nally ill children really does mean a 
lot to me.” 

Back in 2012, Beth was working at 
Debenhams in Merry Hill, when she 
was overheard singing by a top music 
producer who happened to be walking 
past while buying his wife a Christ¬ 
mas present. 

She was left shocked when 
the music mogul behind Busted, 
Girls Aloud and Take That, John 
McLaughlin, went out of his way to 
tell her that she had a great voice. 

She has since signed a £250,000 re¬ 
cord deal with Purple Circle Records 
and last year toured with The Satur¬ 
days and has released a single, Joker, 
with rapper Lil’ Wayne. Before all 
this however, Beth had been singing 
in public for many years, performing 
at Birmingham Rep with Matthew 


Kelly and George Costigan in Don 
Quixote when she was 14. 

She also performed in a gospel 
choir on the same bill as star soprano 
Katherine Jenkins at The Royal Al¬ 
bert Hall. 

Beth has made national headlines 
with her remarkable rise, but even 


when she had been spotted, she re¬ 
fused to leave her post at the perfume 
counter until after Christmas. 

She added: “It’s just so bizarre 
that this all started in my workplace. 
It was just a normal day — that’s 
what’s so amazing.” 

“I’m looking forward to the future, 


working on my new album and hope¬ 
fully going on my own UK tour next 
year. I appreciate everyone who has 
supported me, this is only the begin¬ 
ning.” 

You can buy the single for 79p on 
iTunes with all proceeds going to 
Make A Wish Foundation. 


Santa and 
grotto boat 
trips return 
to caverns 

THE popular Santa’s grotto has re¬ 
turned to Dudley Canal Tunnel and 
Limestone Mines. 

Visitors will be treated to the panto¬ 
mime Red Riding Hood and will get the 
opportunity to meet Santa and receive a 
present in his illuminated underground 
grotto. 

Santa boat trips will be running on 
certain days during December, between 
10am and 5pm. 

Nick Morris, chief executive at Dudley 
Canal Trust Trips Ltd, said: “Our hugely 
popular Santa boat trips are a magical 
experience like no other, our elves have 
been very busy wrapping thousands of 
presents.” 

The trust’s Santa trips are now into 
their 30th year and always receive fan¬ 
tastic reviews from visitors. 

This year NCS The Challenge, a lead¬ 
ing social integration charity, has added 
to the festive decorations, working with 
the events team to make props for San¬ 
ta’s grotto. 

The trips will depart from the trust’s 
new Portal building which houses an in¬ 
teractive exhibition, community learn¬ 
ing space and new licensed restaurant 
Gongoozlers. 

The Santa boat trips last about an 
hour and tickets are priced at £10.80 for 
both children and adults. All children re¬ 
ceive a present. The trips take place on 
December 18, 21 and 22. 

For availability and booking please 
visit the trust’s website www.dudleycan- 
altrust.org.uk or call on 0121 557 6265. 

Government funds 
for starter homes 

HOMES for first-time buyers will be 
built on four sites across Dudley bor¬ 
ough after £625,010 Government fund¬ 
ing was awarded to Dudley Council. 

The ‘starter homes’ programme aims 
to provide for 200,000 first-time buyers 
who will be able to purchase houses or 
flats at a 20 per cent discount. 

Dudley Council was one of three local 
authorities in the Black Country to se¬ 
cure the funding. 

The homes or flats will be built at 
sites in Wrens Nest Road, King William 
Street, Mere Road and Beechwood Road. 

Communities Secretary, Greg Clark, 
said: “Right from day one this Govern¬ 
ment has said we will help people who 
want to get on in life.” 

Sandwell was awarded £1,198,900 and 
Wolverhampton £438,000. 

New classrooms 
for primary school 

NEW classrooms were opening at a 
Stourbridge school this week, described 
as ‘fit for the 21st century’. 

The classrooms at Gig Mill Primary 
School have been built to accommodate 
growing numbers of pupils, set to reach 
630 by 2017. 




Hair & Beauty 

Colour with free cut and blow dry 
OAP Days Tuesday & 
Wednesday 
10% off all price list! 

Spray tan deal 
£14.00 per person 
FACIALS NOW AVAILABLE 

Gellux Nails hands and feet £20.00 
Eyelash + Brow tint only £10 

Tel: 01902 886119 

5 Castle Street, Coseley WV14 9DW 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO problem 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


KINGSWINFORD 


ORANGERIES & EXTENSIONS LTD 


All types of building work undertaken 

• ORANGERIES • EXTENTIONS • REFURBISHMENTS 

• CONSERVATORIES • KITCHENS • NEW BUILDS 

• RENOVATIONS • BATHROOMS 


( 18 YEARS \ 07968 951733 or 

y EXPERIENCE ) ' ,20, ^ 

01384 620099 

www.kingswinfordorangeriesandextentions.co.uk 


For a FREE quote or Advive please call Stuart Porter 



This Orangerie £12,995 

Offer includes 

• Electrics 

• Plastering 

• One Electric Heater 

• Fibreglass Roof 


Broken Dentures? 

1 hour I 

The Dental Shop 

denture j 

W Emergency Denture 

repair 1 

Repairs 

service J 

J Daytime 01384 413444 

Est. 1981 f 

Out of hours 07701 067261 

| 201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE | 


double time down to... 

ARMY&N/WY STORE ~ 
Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear ^ 

Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety " W| 
4§ootwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-army webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 

Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment 

Open 6 days • Closed Sunday 


Telephone: 0121 472 1402 
325-327 Harborne Lane, Birmingham, B17 ONT 

www.twrydersinbirmingham.co.uk 

















































Takeaway 
restaurant 
hit with £6k 
court bill 

A WRAP containing undercooked 
chicken proved a recipe for disas¬ 
ter for a Dudley takeaway handed a 
£6,000 court bill. 

Dudley Council prosecuted the 
owner of Chicken Hut (West Mid¬ 
lands) Ltd after a customer bought 
the wrap and noticed the chicken was 
raw in the middle. 

Chicken Hut pleaded guilty at Dud¬ 
ley Magistrates Court to two food 
safety offences following the sale of 
the undercooked chicken fillet wrap in 
February 2014. The court heard the 
customer had purchased the ‘ready to 
eat’ wrap from the takeaway in Castle 
Street for lunch but noticed a strange 
taste and when she looked atthe 
chicken saw it was pink in the middle. 

The company was fined £2,500 for 
the sale of the undercooked chicken 
and £2,500 for failing to implement 
an adequate food safety management 
at the premises. The company were 
also ordered to pay costs of £996 and 
a victim surcharge of £120, bringing 
the total cost to more than £6,000. 

Faheen Ahmed, a director of the 
company at the time, also pleaded 
guilty to the sale of the undercooked 
chicken, failing to implement an ade¬ 
quate food safety management system 
and failing to provide information re¬ 
quired for the investigation. He was 
given a conditional discharge for 30 
months and ordered to pay £996 costs 
plus £15 victim surcharge. 

Health boss Councillor Rachel Har¬ 
ris said: “We will not hesitate to take 
legal action where the public have 
been exposed to unacceptable risk”. 

College is set to 
close its campus 

STUDENTS face an 18-mile trek to 
attend courses when a cash-strapped 
college shuts its construction skills 
campus in Brierley Hill. 

Birmingham Metropolitan College 
has revealed plans to close the Ad¬ 
vanced Technology Centre, at The 
Waterfront, when the lease ends next 
September. Some courses will be 
transferred to Stourbridge College’s 
campus in Hagley Road as part of a 
£1.8m revamp. But people wishing to 
study courses in plastering, bricklay¬ 
ing and painting and decorating will 
have to go to its campus in Erdington. 

A consultation is under way with 
staff but bosses stressno redundancies 
are planned. The move is expected to 
save the college £10m over the next 
five years. 

Civic carol service 
held at St Mark's 

THE Mayor of Dudley is inviting peo¬ 
ple to attend his civic carol service at 
St Mark’s Church, Pensnett, tonight 
(Thu) from 7.30pm. Residents can 
join Councillor Steve Waltho for the 
festival of nine lessons and carols. 


Community replace stolen presents 


BURGLARS stole hundreds of pounds worth of 
Christmas presents in a break-in at a care home in 
Tividale but staff, neighbourhood police and fami¬ 
lies rallied the community to ensure the pensioners’ 
party went ahead . 

Staff at the home in Tividale were left stunned 
after raiders stole the gifts bought for elderly resi¬ 
dents through fundraising. The burglary at Warrens 
Hall Care Home was discovered just a day before the 
planned Christmas party. The party was still able to 
go-ahead thanks to support from staff and the wider 
community, who helped replace presents. 

The break-in at the Oakham Road care home 
happened between Tuesday night and Wednesday 
morning of last week. 


Along with Christmas presents, other stolen gifts 
were for residents celebrating their birthday in the 
new year. 

Managers said they had been ‘shocked’ but 
thanked everyone for their kind generosity which 
allowed a Christmas party to go ahead last Thurs¬ 
day. 

Alcohol 

Thieves made off with presents and alcohol which 
were all in place for the home’s annual festive party. 

Staff and family members along with the wider 
community helped gather a new selection of pre¬ 
sents for them. 

Home manager, Kal Jagpal, said: “We are all re¬ 


ally shocked by what has happened and are support¬ 
ing the police with their investigation. 

“The whole team here at Warrens Hall will pull 
out all the stops to make sure our residents have a 
happy and festive Christmas.” 

Area Manager Maria Brazier added: “We are in¬ 
credibly proud of our people and everything they 
have done for our residents after what happened 
earlier this week. We have been overwhelmed by 
the support from our community.” 

West Midlands Police spokeswoman, Gina Lycett, 
said the value of the stolen goods was around £250. 
Anyone with information should call police on 101. 

Neighbourhood police officers helped rally around 
charities and other organisations to donate gifts. 


Force Awakens to top 
bumper year for cinema 


DUDLEY Showcase cinema is brac¬ 
ing itself for its busiest weekend 
of the year with the release of Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens — the 
eagerly-awaited revamp of the phe¬ 
nomenally popular sci-fi saga. 

Some devoted fans have already seen 
the movie, at special midnight screenings 
in the early hours of this morning (Thu). 

The blockbuster is set to fill 3D, 2D and 
XPlus screens at the Castle Gate Way cinema 
for many days to come. 

The seventh episode of the Star Wars story, 
which will also be shown at the Odeon Merry 
Hill and at screens across the Black Country 
and Birmingham, will reunite fans with Har¬ 
rison Ford as Han Solo. It is directed by JJ 
Abrams, the creator of TV’s Lost who also re¬ 
booted the Star Trek and Mission Impossible 
franchises. 

Mark Barlow, general manager of UK the¬ 
atres for Showcase, said: “The release of Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens is shaping up to be 
the biggest cinema event in history, not just in 
Dudley, but all over the UK. 

“As the most anticipated film of 2015, it has 
overtaken pre-sales of Spectre and Fifty Shades 
of Grey, both of which were record-setting film s 
upon their releases. 

Demand 

“The demand for the film has been unprec¬ 
edented — it has seen record-setting advance 
sales in the UK, surpassing the pre-sales of any 
other film. We are encouraging our customers 
to secure their seats as soon as possible, either 
in cinema or online, for what is sure to be an 
unforgettable release. 

“We are continuing to add more screenings 
to meet demand, across all formats that the 
film is being released in. At present there are 
22 separate showing times across all formats 
on the first day of release alone.” 

But those who can’t get time to see the big 
movie before Christmas need not despair. 

“Star Wars: The Force Awakens will run well 
into 2016, giving people plenty of chance to see 
it in the New Year, whether for the first time or 
for repeat viewings,” added Mr Barlow. 

The new Star Wars epic ends a year of box 
office blockbusters for cinemas with 2015 see¬ 
ing three of the six highest grossing films of all 
time released — even before The Force Awak¬ 
ens — with the success of Jurassic World, Fast 
& Furious 7 and Avengers: Age of Ultron. 



Police want to speak to this man after a teenaged couple were robbed 
at gunpoint at Primrose Bridge in Netherton on Monday, November 23 


CCTV of 
robbery 
suspect 
released 

POLICE hunting four men 
who held a couple at gun¬ 
point in Dudley before steal¬ 
ing their bank cards to with¬ 
draw cash have released 
CCTV images of a suspect. 

The two 19-year-olds were 
left ‘badly shaken’ after 
being targeted by the group 
of Asian men under a canal 
bridge in Netherton. 

The man was threatened 
with what was described 
as a handgun and ordered 
to hand over his bank card 
as well as the keys to his 
motorbike, which two of 
the robbers then took. The 
other two stood guard over 
the couple under Primrose 
Bridge, Cradley Road, until 
the men on the motorbike 
returned, and the girl’s bank 
card, bus pass and phone 
was taken. The cards were 
used to access their accounts 
at various locations. The 
incident happened around 
8pm on November 23. 

Detectives have CCTV 
images from a shop where a 
cash machine was accessed 
and ask anyone who recog¬ 
nises the suspect to contact 
Detective Constable Ross 
Evans at Brierley Hill po¬ 
lice station on 101. Or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555 111. 
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Mayor backs gift 
collection by staff 

THE Mayor of Dudley is leading a col¬ 
lection of Christmas gifts at council 
offices in aid of Operation Santa. 

Dudley Council staff from offices 
across the borough donate to the an¬ 
nual collection, which is organised by 
Dudley Council for Voluntary Service 
(DCVS). 

Gifts include new children’s cloth¬ 
ing, school materials, books and toys, 
as well as wrapping paper. 

Councillor Steve Waltho, Mayor of 
Dudley, said: “Our staff are very gen¬ 
erous. I hope that the collection goes 
on to be bigger and better than ever.” 

Apartments plan 
at old fire station 

THE former Cradley Heath fire sta¬ 
tion will be converted into homes af¬ 
ter plans were given the green light. 

The building on Mace Street, which 
has been empty for over a year, will 
be turned into nine apartments after 
getting the go-ahead from Sandwell 
Council. 

Ward councillor Julie Webb said the 
decision to revamp the station was 
good news. 

She said: “I welcome this develop¬ 
ment. It’s much needed in the area, as 
we need small homes for people who 
haven’t got any children.” 

Prize for school 
support workers 

THREE members of support staff in 
a Rowley Regis school have received 
prizes for their work. 

Gaynor Blunn, Rachael Hughes and 
Charlotte Smith received recognition 
for the work they do in their roles of 
learning support staff at The West¬ 
minster School. 

It was awarded through the ‘Stars 
in Our Schools’ scheme. 

The scheme is a celebration of 
school support staff organised by the 
trade union Unison. 

Plant sings on charity 
album to help refugees 

BLACK Country rock star Robert 
Plant has recorded a cover of Elbow’s 
The Blanket Of Night for a charity 
release. The Long Road compilation 
album is aimed at helping the refugee 
crisis in Europe. 

The former Led Zeppelin singer, 
who went to school in Stourbridge, 
said: “We have a worldwide interna¬ 
tional catastrophe - talking about it is 
one thing, doing something about it is 
another. It’s paramount we all do our 
best one way or another to help.” 

Kitchen fire drama 

AN 85-year-old woman was treated 
for smoke inhalation after a kitchen 
fire at a property in Lower Gornal. 

Fire crews were called to the ad¬ 
dress in New Street on Friday morn¬ 
ing. The fire was out by the time the 
firefighters arrived and all no one else 
was injured. 



New dentures 
will allow you 

to Eat, Smile 
and Talk with 
confidence! 


* COPY DENTURES 

nMrnnmm 

* DENTURE REPAIR 


P-V^xr^ n—ii~^ 


Providing a professional, personal & discreet 
service. Patient satisfaction is our highest priority. 

Over 20 years experience in dentistry. 
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULATION... 
TELEPHONE LEE T0RRINGT0N cdt rcs eng rdt. 

01384 468 648 



Langley Road, Lower Penn, 
Wolverhampton WV4 4XX 


PREMIUM QUALITY 


Alaskan pine, Nordman and Noble fir, 
Fraser Fir, Norway Spruce, 
pot grown, blocked and netted F.O.C ★ 
Door wreath, wreaths and mistletoe 

Call: 07976 315595 

Floodlit sales centre Open 7 days, 9am to 8pm 


L taoiCE Windows - i 
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YOUR REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS? 



We are a small family business established 
since 1990. With NO showrooms, 
salesmen or other costly overheads. 

We can offer very competitive prices on 

• uPUC replacement windows • Doors 

• Porches • Patio’s and Conservatories 



ONE WINDOW ORDERS WELCOME 

• High Security locking • Internal Glazing 
• No Deposit • 10 Year Guarantee 



FENSA 


an 


I CALL PHIL | 
01384 352535 
07973 114553 


www.choicewindowsdudley.co.uk 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER * \(k 
RHODES „ 


WE need safe, secure, flood-proof 
homes on high, well-drained plots. We do 
not need to trim a piffling 20 minutes off 
the rail journey time from London to Bir¬ 
mingham. As Cumbria drowns, our be¬ 
loved leaders are still preparing to spend 
£50,000 million or more on HS2. What a 
monumentally misguided set of priorities. 
Our grandchildren will think we were mad. 

WINTER is icumin-in, so it’s off to the an¬ 
nual pre-Xmas entertainment, an evening 
of mediaeval music with ye authentic 
olde instruments. These events are a re¬ 
minder of how our horny-handed ances¬ 
tors were prepared to suck, blow, pluck, 
crank, squeeze or wallop almost anything 
in the hope of getting a tune out of it. Hol- 
lowed-out gourds, stretched skins, reeds, 
lumps of wood and pigs’ bladders were all 
pressed into service. This concert featured 
a bagpipe which looked like a hockey stick 
inserted in a dead badger. I bet you’d get 
much the same noise using a live badger. 
The one disadvantage of England defeat¬ 
ing the Spanish Armada in 1588 was that 
it delayed the arrival of guitars, and proper 
music, for several centuries. 

WHEN Donald Trump calls for a ban on 
all Muslims entering the United States, 
he is surfing on one of those occasional 
waves of paranoia that have swept Amer¬ 
ica ever since it was first settled. From 
witches to flying saucers, via Communists, 
alien abductions, Freemasons, Catholics 
and secret brain implants (can you feel 
it, just under your ear?), the US seems to 
need occasional panics and conspiracy 
theo- ries. I can’t think 

of any explana¬ 
tion for this de¬ 
sire to be fright¬ 
ened except 
that the US 
arms industry is 
enormous and 
every new pan¬ 
ic surely sells 
more guns. 

MIND you, when Trump alleges that 
cops are scared to enter some parts of 
London, the instant denial by the Metro¬ 
politan Police is unconvincing. Fact: most 
British towns and cities have their share of 
dodgy streets. I recall the Liverpool gag 
about a neighbourhood so tough that the 
police patrolled not in pairs but in threes - 
and that was inside the police station. This 
joke is at least 50 years old. 

FIRST, those little peaked hats were 
known as Lenin caps after the leader of the 
Russian revolution. Then, when the Bea¬ 
tles adopted them, they became Lennon 
caps. As Britain became a member of the 
EU and we all got more continental, they 
were marketed as Breton fishermen caps. 
And now, favoured by the Labour Par¬ 
ty leader, they are being sold on eBay as 
Corbyn caps. You can’t help noticing how 
many men of a certain age are now wear¬ 
ing them. Or wondering whether they were 
bought in tribute to Vladimir, John, French 
fishermen or Jeremy. 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Hippodrome supporters will fight on 


A CAMPAIGN group trying to save 
Dudley Hippodrome from being 
knocked down say they will not give 
up fighting while the historic land¬ 
mark is still standing. 

Friends of Dudley Hippodrome 
has been given until the end of this 
month to put a ‘realistic package’ 
forward for taking over the building. 
Dudley Council wants to demolish it 
and replace it with a public space. 


Council bosses say they want the 
building flattened ‘at the earliest op¬ 
portunity’ but the Friends group are 
not giving up. 

Chairman of the Friends Gordon 
Downing said the group needs to 
find a manager willing to provide 
business experience and financial 
backing. 

He said: “There is always going to 
be a chance. We have said over and 


again we are not going away regard¬ 
less of what they want to do. 

“We felt they made up their minds 
five years ago but we can’t under¬ 
stand why it’s suddenly become so 
urgent. 

“Perhaps they have done it to kick 
us up the backside.” 

Councillors backed the controver¬ 
sial demolition plans at a cabinet 
meeting last week. 


But the controlling Labour group 
came under pressure from opposition 
councillors, who called on them to 
support the plan to restore the 1930s 
building, while the landscaping for 
the site of the former theatre was 
dubbed ‘glorified pavements’. 

The Theatre Trust has sent a 
letter to the council, pleading with 
bosses save the Hippodrome due to 
its cultural significance. 


Man threatened former 
girlfriend with a knife 


By Nick Humphreys 


A MAN from Brierley Hill 
with a ‘terrible record’ hit 
his ex-girlfriend in the face 
and threatened her with a 
kitchen knife. 

Jason Plant, aged 20, who 
already has 22 convictions, 
has been given 12 months in a 
young offenders’ institute for 
his latest crime. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court 
was told that he had been offending 
since the age of 13. 

Prosecutor Alex Warren told 
Wolverhampton Crown Court that 
Plant, of Raven Court, Brierley Hill, 
attacked the woman last month. 

He said that the pair had had a 
volatile relationship and regularly 
argued about money and other is¬ 
sues. 

Mr Warren said: “He lost his 
temper, they were rowing and he 
smashed a glass coffee table in the 
living room. He then went to the 
kitchen and picked up a knife before 
holding it up to her face. 

Punched 

“He was verbally abusive and 
threatening her. She went outside 
and he followed her. Police were 
called by her but when he found out 
she had called them, he punched her 
on the left side of the cheek.” 

Plant had previously admitted ac¬ 
tual bodily harm and criminal dam¬ 
age at Warley Magistrates Court. 

Defence barrister Stephen 
Hamblett said Plant had a problem 
controlling his anger, and asked 
Judge James Bearbridge to consider 
that Plant has spent a large portion 
of his childhood in care. 

He said: “He is a young man with 
a terrible record of convictions for 
someone of his age. He was in the 
care system from the age of 12 and 
has been offending since the age of 
13. He has had a difficult upbringing 
and has an issue with his temper.” 

He added that Plant was seeking 
help. 

Judge Bearbridge told Plant: 
“Your record shows that while you 
may be 20, you still have a lot of 
growing up to do.” 



Arthur takes 105th birthday in his stride 


Arthur Laycock blows out birthday candles with care staff Tracey McGarrick, Rebecca Lindsey and Samantha Yates 


HE has lived through two world wars and clocked up 30 
years in the police force, and now Arthur Laycock has 
celebrated his 105th birthday at the care home where 
he lives in Kingswinford. 

Originally from Manchester, Mr Laycock worked as 
a salesman before moving to the Midlands to begin his 
career with Staffordshire Police force in 1936. He ended 
up reaching the rank of chief inspector and retired at the 
youthful age of 56 in 1966. 

Before becoming a bobby on the beat, he was an avid 
member of Lancashire Walking Club and travelled all 
over the country and abroad to take part in hikes, such 
as from Manchester to Blackpool. 

He maintains to this day that his early days of staying 


fit and healthy have helped him reach his 105th birth¬ 
day. 

He was married to Hilda Marie from 1939 until she 
died in 2004, aged 90 and he lived on his own until July 
this year when after a fall he moved to Wyncroft House 
in Kingswinford. 

His daughter, Cynthia Trotman, said it was a proud 
day when her father reached his milestone birthday 

Mrs Trotman, aged 70 of Oakham, Dudley, said: “It’s 
great to be celebrating this birthday with dad and it’s 
amazing to see that he’s still as sharp as a tack. He’s a 
great man who’s always been very patient and caring. 

“He didn’t smoke or drink and thinks it played a mas¬ 
sive part in surpassing 100.” 


Safety first 
advice for 
Christmas 
party-goers 

PARTY-GOERS are being urged to 
make sure they stay safe during the 
festive period. 

Safe and Sound, Dudley’s commu¬ 
nity safety partnership campaign, 
wants people to make sure they get 
home safely after a night out of cel¬ 
ebrations. 

The partnership is warning people 
not to drink and drive or take drugs 
and drive and is also encouraging the 
use of public transport. 

or groups of friends could have a 
designated driver who will stay on the 
soft drinks. 

The campaign is highlighting the 
need for people who are planning to 
get home in a taxi to ensure that it 
is licensed, particularly as unlicensed 
vehicles are not insured to carry pas¬ 
sengers. 

Councillor Gaye Partridge, Dudley 
Council’s cabinet member responsible 
for community safety, said: “It’s re¬ 
ally important everyone follows these 
simple steps and plans their journey 
home.” 

She added: “Often after having a 
good night and a few drinks people 
don’t put enough importance on en¬ 
suring they get home safely. 

“We want people to enjoy the fes¬ 
tive period and these easy tips could 
make all the difference.” 

Revellers are also encouraged to 
travel with friends, make sure their 
mobile phone is fully charged and to 
ensure they have enough cash leftover 
to pay for their journey home. 

Country park is 
being revamped 

RESURFACING work at a Black 
Country beauty spot is almost com¬ 
plete. 

Over the last two weeks a digger 
has been in use at Baggeridge Coun¬ 
try Park, Sedgley, carrying out works 
on paths and areas of grassland at the 
former coal mining site. 

Walking trails around the park 
have been resurfaced, while the 
topsoil on the Gospel End common 
has been scraped off to rid the area 
of scrub and bramble, to encourage 
heather to grow. 

Reeds have also been planted in the 
Island pool to reduce pollutants. 

There are four trails around the 
park, two fishing pools, a miniature 
railway, tea shop, play area, a garden 
and camping area. 

Families invited to 
a free festive party 

DUDLEY Community Church is 
holding a free Christmas party tomor¬ 
row (Fri) for local families. The event 
is from 6pm to 8pm in the Abberley 
Street Centre in the town centre. 
There will be a puppet show and prize 
for best Christmas costume. 


















































Officers are 
praised for 
protection 
of women 

POLICE in the West Midlands have 
been praised for the way they deal 
with brutal crimes against women. 

Watchdog HM Inspectorate of Con¬ 
stabulary found West Midlands Police 
is one of only three forces across the 
country prepared in all areas for deal¬ 
ing with victims of forced marriage, 
honour-based violence and cases of 
female genital mutilation. 

Leadership and victim care were 
among the areas scrutinised by the 
independent body on the often hidden 
and under-reported crimes. The in- 
depth report also identified the region 
as having the highest number of cases 
outside London. 

Superintendent Angie Whitaker, 
of West Midlands Police, is the lead 
for preventing and investigating 
these crimes. She said: “While we are 
pleased our hard work alongside com¬ 
munity groups and support agencies 
has been recognised, there is much 
more for us to do. 

“We are not complacent and ac¬ 
knowledge forced marriages, honour 
based violence and female genital 
mutilation are often hidden and un¬ 
der-reported crimes.” 

As well as high levels of staff aware¬ 
ness and victim care, West Midlands 
Police’s publicity campaign was also 
highlighted as an area of strength. 

Deputy Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner Yvonne Mosquito said: “The 
way to tackle hidden crimes is to 
bring them out into the open and that 
is what West Midlands Police is doing 
We aren’t complacent and will con¬ 
tinue to work hard to protect people.” 

Man in court over 
death on road 

A MAN has appeared in court over 
the death of a motorcyclist in Brierley 
Hill. 

Christian Hugh Davies - known as 
Hugh to his friends - was declared 
dead at the scene following the crash 
in Pedmore Road on June 30. 

The nurse, aged 50, of Martindale 
Walk, Amblecote, had been on his way 
to work at Russells Hall Hospital rid¬ 
ing on his Honda CBR motorbike. 

Alan Holloway, of Adelaide Street, 
Brierley Hill, is charged with causing 
death by careless or inconsiderate 
driving. The 57-year-old did not enter 
a plea when he appeared at Dudley 
Magistrates Court last week. He was 
bailed to appear at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court on January 6 for a plea 
and case management hearing. 

Sherlock's last 
case on screen 

A MOVIE about the last case for the 
Great Detective, Mr Holmes (PG), will 
be the movie matinee at Stourbridge 
Town Hall on Monday. The film, star¬ 
ring Ian McKellen, is screened at 
1.30pm and tickets are £4.50. 


New owners spend 



Home now called Prestwood Lodge 


A CARE home which closed, forcing 
25 residents to find alternative ac¬ 
commodation, has reopened after be¬ 
ing bought by a new owner. 

The Homestead, near Stourbridge, 
closed in November 2014 after admin¬ 
istrators were called in, resulting in 
the loss of 21 jobs. A further 15 staff 
at the home in Prestwood had left 
ahead of the home closure. 

Families of residents, aged up to 96, 
were given just weeks to find them 
somewhere else to live. 

A year on, the home has now been 
taken over by Completelink and has 


£2m on care home 


reopened after undergoing a £2 mil¬ 
lion refurbishment. New residents 
have already begun moving in. 

Now called Prestwood Lodge, the 
home has room for 30 residents and 
has created 30 jobs. 

Stourbridge councillor Nicholas 
Barlow said: “I’m just very pleased 
it has been taken over and they have 
got it up and running again relatively 
quickly. They have done extensive 
work to it. It’s good to see it back.” 

The care home was originally forced 
to close after its managing company 
Elysian Care Ltd went into admin¬ 


istration. Elysian Care Ltd also ran 
Knoll House in The Avenue in Penn, 
Wolverhampton. 

Completelink owns other care 
homes on the Prestwood estate and 
director Rob Hunter said it made 
sense to take over the former Home¬ 
stead. 

The company was able to take on 
some of the staff who were made re¬ 
dundant. 

Mr Hunter said: “The refurbish¬ 
ment has taken place and we opened 
last week. The first residents have 
moved in.” 


Police welcome prison 
sentence for taxi driver 


POLICE have welcomed the jailing 
of a taxi driver who took speeding 
points on a bogus driving licence. 

Afra Sihab, of Apollo Road, Wollescote, 
was sent to prison for eight months at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court. 

Sihab had told the authorities he had not 
been driving his hackney carriage when it was 
caught speeding on two separate occasions. 
Fearing he could be disqualified, he claimed the 
driver had been a Mohammed Afra Sihab and 
used a fake driving licence in the same name to 
accumulate speeding points. 

Officers said the deception was uncovered 
following a routine taxi enforcement operation. 

Pc Jason Dooley, from the Camera Enforce¬ 
ment Unit at West Midlands Police, said: 
“Sihab had applied for a driving licence using a 
different name and date of birth and then a few 
years later he applied for another licence which 
he used for his taxi licence. 

“A routine check on his car unravelled a web 
of lies and deceit and when we visited his ad¬ 
dress we found that someone had tried to de¬ 
stroy documentation. We were able to save the 
torn documents and were able to use this to 
build a case against him. 

Criminal 

Pc Dooley added: “Sihab didn’t want to take 
the speeding fines as he was a taxi driver and 
he may have thought this would affect his li¬ 
cence but what he did was criminal and now he 
has lost his livelihood and his liberty.” 

The 53-year-old had been pulled over by an 
officer on June 20 and checks revealed that 
Sihab had been suspended from operating a 
taxi a few months earlier. 

Following a search of his vehicle a driving li¬ 
cence relating to another man was found, with 
Sihab claiming he was holding it for a friend. 
When the officer investigated further it was re¬ 
vealed that Sihab had applied for a driving li¬ 
cence using a different name and date of birth. 

In 2009 and 2012 Sihab’s taxi had been 
caught speeding in Stourbridge and Halesowen 
and he had completed his prosecution form 
using the fake licence. 

He was jailed and disqualified from driving 
for 12 months having admitted two counts of 
perverting the course of justice. The father of 
four was also ordered to pay £400 costs. 

Miss Alisha Harris, defending, said: “He is 
frankly mortified at what he has done and his 
family are ashamed.” 



Life-saver is honoured with medal 


St John Ambulance volunteer Hazel Knowles at home in Halesowen with her British Empire Medal 


A COMMUNITY volunteer in the 
Black Country who has played a 
vital role in helping to save lives 
for more than 50 years has been 
awarded a British Empire Medal. 

Hazel Knowles, from Hale¬ 
sowen, has been recognised for 
her decades of service with St 
John Ambulance as well as her 
many other acts of kindness in the 
community. 

Mrs Knowles joined the service 
55 years ago and has been been in 


action many times, providing cru¬ 
cial first aid at the scene of acci¬ 
dents as well as tending to people 
suffering from health scares. 

She has also taught many oth¬ 
ers crucial life-saving skills over 
the years. 

The 77-year-old grandmother 
was presented with her medal at 
St John’s Church in Halesowen 
at a ceremony attended by family, 
friends and colleagues. 

Mrs Knowles said: “I am highly 


honoured and quite overwhelmed 
by the whole thing. 

“If you know first aid you can 
save somebody’s life. If there is an 
accident and you have got first aid 
around, it is worth its weight in 
gold. I enjoy helping people, that’s 
what we were put on this earth 
for. It has been a large part of my 
life for a long time.” 

Mrs Knowles has also helped to 
raise money to rebuild the St John 
Ambulance HQ in Brierley Hill. 
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Former wolves 
doctor dies, 84 

A GP from Hartlebury who worked at 
Wolves for 12 years has died, aged 84. 

Dr Bill Tweddell was Wolves’ offi¬ 
cial club doctor from 1982 to 1994, as 
well as a loyal supporter of the club. 
The father-of-five also worked at the 
Rangeways Road surgery in King- 
swinford for many years. 

His wife Jennifer said: “He was very 
well liked and respected.” 

Dr Tweddell was a member of 
Stourbridge Golf Club and his father, 
a doctor called Bill, captained Brit¬ 
ain’s Walker Cup team in 1928 and 
1936. 

Second group is 
to tackle yobs 

A SECOND team of volunteers has 
been assembled to tackle anti-social 
behaviour in Wordsley. 

The Street Watch scheme started 
after meetings with UKIP councillor 
Paul Brothwood, residents from the 
High Acres estate and the police. 

The first group was formed in late 
October with an assembled team of 
community volunteers, who aim to 
patrol the streets and help keep an¬ 
ti-social behaviour at bay. 

Kerry Lewis, the group’s co-ordina- 
tor said: “The group has already been 
out across the estate.” 

Another final for 
popular ale club 

KINVER Constitutional Club, a for¬ 
mer winner, is once again in the final 
of the Campaign for Real Ale’s nation¬ 
al club of the year. 

The High Street club, founded in 
1902, is one of four finalists. 

It is up against The Albatross RAFA 
Club in Bexhill-on-Sea, the Chelten¬ 
ham Motor Club and the Orpington 
Liberal Club. The four finalists will 
wait until spring to discover which 
will be named winner. Kinver won in 
2011. 

Dungeons and Dragons 
fantasy party at library 

THE newly-formed Dudley Dun- 
geoneers group is inviting people to 
join in a Dungeons and Dragons party 
this weekend. 

The event is aimed at fans of the 
fantasy role-playing game, aimed at 
those from the age of 10-years and 
up, being held in Dudley Library in St 
James’s Road on Sunday from 11am 
to 12 noon. 

Anyone interested in joining the 
group can contact library staff on 
(01384) 815560. 

Grease is the word 

A BLACK Country amateur operatic 
society is to perform the popular rock 
‘n’ roll musical Grease in the new 
year. TAB Operatic will be staging the 
show at Brierley Hill Civic Hall from 
March 15 to 19. Tickets, costing £11 
and £14, are already available by call¬ 
ing on 07722 417962. 


COSEE 
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NHS Dental Care 

for patients with loose or 
worn false teeth 
HOME VISITS FOR THE 
ELDERLY OR DISABLED 


NO NHS CHARGE FOR PATIENTS WITH 
PENSION CREDIT OR INCOME SUPPORT 


WWW.DENTURE-HOME-SERVICE.CO.UK 
Mr Paul Cross BDS (GDC NO: 42872) 
88, High Street, Smethwick 

Tel: 07734 287066 


life/tyle Window/ 

“Tfad/men not fcile/men" 

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Fascias 

• Guttering 

• 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

• Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark - deal direct with the owners 

• No sales reps, no sub contractors 




Kingswinford Fascias Part of the Windows Group 
Kingswinford Window Doctor 2015 Range of Doors Now Available 


FENS 


Call us to find out why so many people choose 
Lifestyle Windows 01384 295855 
or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.co 
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R E PAIR 


UNLOCK • SELL • 


& laptop: 

iPhone 4,5 and iPjid repairs carried 
out by a fully qualified ^Technician 
Fast, efficient and reliable 
.same-day service 


Talk n Talk Mobiles 


& Repair Centre 


81 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7AY 

T el; 07825 414759 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Priorities 
all wrong 
on Gazza 
allegation 

TWENTY-FIVE years ago, when Gazzam- 
ania was at its height, it felt like I was the 
only person in the country who wondered 
what all the fuss was about. 

Yes, there was the occasional flash of 
brilliance, those electrifying mazy runs 
that would leave defenders bamboozled, 
but it always seemed to me he was more 
famous for crying, belching, and general¬ 
ly making a fool of himself than for any¬ 
thing he achieved on the pitch. 

Now, as he approaches his 50th birth¬ 
day, the former midfielder shows few 
signs of maturing. 

His battles with the bottle and bizarre 
behaviour have been well documented, 
and last month he stunned the audience 
at Wolverhampton Civic Hall with a stu¬ 
pid comment about not being able tell 
whether a black security guard was smil¬ 
ing or not. 

Funny? Not remotely. Offensive? Cer¬ 
tainly. The man is clearly an imbecile. And 
if I were the security guard in question, 
I would feel entitled to question my em¬ 
ployers about whether this idiot should 
be allowed to perform at the Civic again. 

Inquiry 

What I do not understand, though, is 
how an unfunny and offensive joke from 
a man who is clearly not the sharpest tool 
in the box has become a police matter. 

West Midlands Police says it has re¬ 
ceived a report of a “hate crime”, has 
taken a statement from the victim and an 
inquiry is ongoing. 

But crude and objectionable though 
the comment was, I doubt very much 
whether there was any hatred in Gazza’s 
words, let alone a crime. 

I would also be very surprised if the 
complainant was the security guard him¬ 
self, who I suspect is made of sterner 
stuff. 

More likely, I imagine, it will have come 
from one of those thin-skinned activ¬ 
ists who is always first to take offence 
on somebody else’s behalf, and spends 
most of their spare time urging people to 
sign petitions on Facebook. 

Maybe it is unfair to blame the police 
for investigating the alleged “hate crime”. 
If they ignored it, the Guardian read¬ 
ers would have had a field day. And of 
course, there may be more to the story 
than meets the eye. 

On the other hand HM Inspectorate of 
Constabulary has just panned West Mid¬ 
lands Police, saying the force is failing to 
protect children from abuse and failing to 
carry out basic checks on sex offenders. 
You may also recall that earlier this year, 
head of the National Police Chief’s Coun¬ 
cil Sara Thornton said that burglary vic¬ 
tims may not always be visited at home 
as police prioritise other crimes, saying 
that officers need to shift their focus away 
from “traditional” offences. 

Well call me a “traditionalist” if you like, 
but I think somebody might have their pri¬ 
orities wrong here. 




Sports hall honour for 
family hit by tragedy 



Owen Richards and The Mayor of Sandwell Barbra Price officially open the sports hall Owen, left, with his uncle, grandfather and Joel 

“What happened puts things into perspec- 


Emotions ran high as a sports 
hall was officially opened in 
memory of Joel Richards. 

DAVID COSGROVE reports 


“I WISH Joel had been a Premier 
League referee and he was here 
unveiling his own plaque for his 
own merits - not having to do it like 
this.” 

The heartbreaking words of the moth¬ 
er of Tunisia terror victim Joel Richards 
as a sports hall in his home town was 
named after him. 

The Joel Richards Sports Hall was unveiled 
by his younger brother Owen at the official 
opening of Wednesbury Leisure Centre last 
Wednesday. 

Joel, aged 19, was murdered in the terror 
attack in Sousse in June, alongside his uncle 
Adrian Evans, of Bilston, and grandfather Pat¬ 
rick Evans - while Owen survived. 

The boys’ mother Suzy said the loss of three 
members of a close-knit family group had left 
‘a big void’, but 16-year-old Owen has been a 
rock. 

Suzy, 46, said: “I’m unbelievably proud but 
also very emotional. 

Shining 

“There were lots of tears because it’s so sad 
that this had to happen. 

“It was heartbreaking for me, my mum and 
Owen and there’s a big void in our lives now. 

“We went from a family of six to a family of 
three within 24 hours.” 

She added: “For Owen especially it’s so diffi¬ 
cult to have to deal with such a big loss at such 
a young age. 

“He is a product of my dad [Patrick], my 
brother [Adrian] and Joel as they invested so 
much time in him and that’s shining through 
now. 

“Owen has saved us. 

“The three of us all work together. 

“He’s grown up a lot and now he knows 
what’s important in life. 


tive. 

Owen unveiled the plaque at a ceremony 
yesterday then headed into the sparkling new 
sports hall to have a quick session trying out 
the badminton and table tennis facilities with 
his school friends. 

The teenager has shown courage and inner 
strength beyond his years to deal with the af¬ 
termath of the tragedy. 

Suzy said he takes after his older brother 
- who was on course to become a Premier 
League referee - and is now looking to follow 
the same career. 

Although he only lived to 19, his mother 
said Joel ‘achieved more than some people do 
in their whole lives’. 

Saddlers fan Joel, a former pupil at the 
town’s Stuart Bathurst and Wood Green 
schools, was a keen sportsman and promising 


football referee. “He brought the best out of 
everybody,” Suzy said. 

“Joel was just so kind and had a great char¬ 
acter. 

“Owen is immensely proud of his brother 
and is now hoping to take refereeing up him¬ 
self.” 

Six months on from the tragedy, the emo¬ 
tional scars still run deep for Suzy, her mother 
Maureen and Owen. 

Emotional 

But sticking together has helped them come 
through. 

Owen, who turned 16 just a month before 
the attack, has started sixth form at Stu¬ 
art Bathurst RC High School and College in 
Wednesbury. 

He is studying PE, maths and biology at 
A-level. “We’re still feeling it really hard,” 


Suzy said. “The tributes are lovely but it’s 
very emotional and there’s a big void. 

“We are all staying strong for Owen. 

“My motto is ‘if Owen can do it, then we 
can’. 

“Getting through each day isn’t easy.” 

Emotional Sandwell Council leader Darren 
Cooper said: “None of us need to be reminded 
of the dreadful events that took place earlier 
this year in Tunisia. 

“As a council we took the decision to name 
the sports hall after Joel Richards. 

“No-one can underestimate the feeling 
across Sandwell about the tragic news about 
these people who were so brutally murdered 
on holiday in Tunisia. 

“We wanted to name this new sports hall 
after Joel because we knew he was a keen 
sports enthusiast, so as a council we talked to 
the family and decided we would do it.” 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 
5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 







































Remembering Charlie's cartoon legacy 

I WAS honoured recently to talk to There were numerous others and I attended the unveiling of the Jack 
Steve Grigg on the show I host for saucy postcards you would get by Judge plaque in Oldbury and to me 
Black Country Radio. I knew Steve him, from any trip to the seaside. As Charlie Grigg stands on the same lev- 
from school and probably was unaware the conversation progressed it became el.I’m not sure how far raising aware- 
at the time the immense contribution obvious just how important this man ness of this man’s work can go. I am 
his father Chaz (Charlie) made to our was to the social culture of a genera- now looking at some of the material 
lives. tion and how in some way locally this myself and the story is one of determi- 

Through the course of the brief hour should be recognised. Steve has so nation and endeavour to enter a world 
we had chatting on the Omma n Chain much material that his dad created far removed from his work in Oldbury. 
Steve outlined how his father followed it shouts out to be part of an exhibi- I hope people read this and pick up the 
a dream from working in Oldbury to tion, a publication of some kind. Even initiative to use social media to raise 
drawing such characters as Korky the more than these ideas, which in effect awareness of this man’s contribution 
Cat and Desperate Dan, iconic figures I would love to be involved in is a more to our lives, 
in the comics most kids would fetch permanent marker of the man’s work DR BRIAN DAKIN 
from the paper shop on a Saturday. in either Oldbury or Langley. (AKA Billy Spake Mon), Tividale 


Show of 
support for 
the hospice 

COSELEY Support Group 
for Compton Hospice under 
the leadership of Iris Gam¬ 
ble (Chairperson) and the 
Committee have once again 
raised a magnificent sum for 
the Hospice. 

On November 20 at Brook 
Street Community Centre 
in Tipton, an entertainment 
show was held. The enter¬ 
tainment included a group, 
Out of the Shadows, who 
were fantastic, and brilliant 
comedian Dougie Parker. 

On the night a cheque 
for a £7,000 was presented 
to a doctor representing 
the Hospice. A special pres¬ 
entation of a framed certif¬ 
icate was made to Michael 
F Sampson, who personally 
raised £1,400 over the year 
by donating to Coseley Sup¬ 
port Group, all his fees for a 
variety of talks he gives. 

Once again a lot of credit 
for organising the show 
must go to the hard working 
Keith Whitehouse, who goes 
to great lengths to make 
sure the show is a success. 

J D CLIFFORD 

Himley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Time to get tougher 
over deaths on roads 

KILLED by drunken driver, killed by speeding car, hit and 
run, these are the headlines we read and hear in the news 
nearly every day. 

What are the courts doing about it, what is the law doing 
about it? 

If anyone ran down the road with a knife stabbing and 
killing people or with a gun shooting and killing, they 
would either be locked in a mental institute or charged 
with murder. Kill with a lump of metal because of being 
over the limit or going faster than the law allows, a slap 
of the wrist. 

A car in the wrong hands, or in the hands of a person who 
is unable — or will not — think, is a weapon. 

Anyone using it as such or not taking the consequences 
of their actions should be treated the same as using any 
weapon used to take a life. 

The Government promised a life sentence would be life, 
the usual now seems to be a maximum of eighteen years 
halved for good behaviour. 

N D CADDICK 

Coseley 


Today it’s 
‘our will 
be done’ 

I THOUGHT I lived in a 
Christian country, well I did 
as a child. 

Most people went to 
church on Sundays and chil¬ 
dren went to Sunday School 
because it was the Lord’s 
day of rest. 

Now our God hardly ex¬ 
ists anymore, taken over by 
Sunday shopping, football, 
car boot sales, etc — no time 
to pray and ask God to guide 
and protect us from the evil 
we see around today. 

A lot of children are not 
taught the Lord’s Prayer, 
maybe their parents don’t 
know it? How times have 
changed. We were taught it 
at school. 

I’m coming into my 96th 
year and what a change I 
have seen over the years. 
It’s from ‘Thy will be done’ 
to our will be done, and the 
latest news, trying to stop 
the Lord’s Prayer in case it 
offends other religions. 

Where are the voices of 
our church leaders? 

V MALPASS 

Wall Heath 



2SS BATHROOMS 


YOUR CHOICE... 


BETTER BATHROOM 


iSflSU 

ifes? 

•gEfc*** 

v \osvi\V 



THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 


vWe want YOUR CHOICE to be us. 






BeltgSfangeTOuB^ 

I Measm?Up/Design and Quotation 
wron^Oam - 3pm during the! 
■ holiday period 


We will supply and fit a luxury chrome 
heated ladder rail worth £200 FREE!! 
with every bathroom fitted in 
December & January 


nr 



YES A FULL 
JOB FOR 
£3850 

15 SQM Wall Tiles/ 
Bath & Screen, 
Replacement 
Shower, Basin & WC, 
Tiled Floor, Finished 
within 5 Days. 




nr 


Yiivjn 

FREE 

IN 

L QUALIFYING 

V CASES J 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION HOME VISIT & 
ON THE SPOT PRICE WITHIN 48 HRS OF YOUR CALL 


THIS WEEKS 
DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 Open 9am - 5pm 6 days a week 
Showroom also at Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 


Our showroom is 
closed 25th/26th 
December and 
1st January 
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Supalite Roof 
specialists 
Call for info 


Windows 


Patio/French/Bi-Fold 

Doors 


Loft & Garage 
conversions 


Maximum Size 4ft x 4ft 
T&Cs apply 


aNDilSEtfflMflZINfitSflmWffS!!! 


Rated I Frames & Glass 


Midlands Manufacture 


(USS7@^IlI9@0uA£Z^li7 

VISES 


ARRANGED 




P oor s 

frornj 


3 Windows 
Was^0€h Now £670 

4 Windows 
WasJtme Now £880 

5 Windows 

Waa£4-3O0-Now £1090 

6 Windows 

Waa£T5^Now £1370 


£500 


Veranda/ 

Al Fresco Dining/ 
Carport 


HIGHSPEC 

Windows & Conservatories 


Fitting Teams 
Available 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM 

Rood End Rd., Oldbury 868 8SF 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 

www.highspecinstallations.co.uk / hispec-sales@outlook.com 


*Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
Mon - Fri 
8am - 6pm 
Sat & Sun 
10am - 4pm 


Lifetime of experience in art show 



Artist Martin Poole with some of his p 

HE has lived deep in the Canadian 
wilderness, served in the Royal Engi¬ 
neers and now a Black Country artist 
has begun his latest adventure after 
opening up a charity exhibition. 

Martin Poole, aged 72, of Tipton, 
has been drawing since he was a boy 
and continued his artistic hobby into 
adult life. 

Now an acclaimed artist, he is ex¬ 
hibiting his work where he will donate 
proceeds received to charity. It is being 
held at Artspace, which helps members 
of the community build confidence and 
meet new people through art. 

At the opening of his exhibition, at 


lintings inspired by industrial heritage 

Birdcage Walk in Dudley town centre, 
said: “A local artist, called Ray White- 
house, took me under his wing. I grad¬ 
ually, with his help, developed into 
what I do now.” 

On display are paintings, drawings, 
sculptures and chess sets which he 
has made. His watercolours depict the 
Black Country during its industrial 
heyday, including the old Roundhouse 
steelworks in Brierley Hill. He could 
remember the night sky of the Black 
Country lit up by industry. 

Martin was at the opening with his 
wife Virginia, they have been married 
for more than 40 years. At the age 


it Artspace, in Birdcage Walk, Dudley 

of 11 he visited Canada to stay with 
an uncle, a doctor living in the wilds 
of Newfoundland. The visit was only 
meant to last one summer but Martin 
ended up staying for six years after 
falling in love with the wilderness. 

He moved back to Dudley at 17, 
worked as milkman and a gravedig¬ 
ger before working in a foundry, and 
went on to join the Royal Engineers. 
Later he was a teacher in West Bro¬ 
mwich, which he says was ‘sometimes 
tougher’ than the army. 

The exhibition is free to enter, runs 
until the end of the year and works are 
for sale. See www.artspacedudley.com 



MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS 


Wm No deposits 
H or stage payments, 
■ you only pay when 
^ the installation 
has been 
\ completed 




Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Windows & Doors, Conservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches, Faseias & Soffit Boards 


Guardiar 

WOM IftOl 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


^ Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 


No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 
how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 


have been in 
business for 
more than 
30 years. 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


r Replace the > 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 


room you can use 
^ all year rounds 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydale a ring... 


CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 

Closed 24th - 28th December I Open 29th and 30th December 10 - 4pm 
31st December 10 - 3pm I Closed Friday 1st January 

_■____„ n /■__ i it _i__ i.i. ¥______ i-;__ _ 


Open 2nd January 9 - 4pm I Monday 4th Janaury - normal opening times 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewmdows.co.uk 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
7 _ T ^ 7 Saturday: 9am to 4pm 

Halesowen B62 9LS Sunday Closed 
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£ 565,000 


earmarked 
for Merry 
Hill lights 


A £565,000 scheme to improve congestion 
around Merry Hill by upgrading traffic lights 
at various points along a main route nearby 
has been revealed. 

An overhaul of the lights next to the popular shop¬ 
ping venue has been unveiled by Dudley Council 
bosses, in an effort to cut down on congestion. 


Any problems with the 
ageing traffic signals can 
lead to massive tailbacks on 
the roads network around 
Merry Hill. 

Council chiefs have suc¬ 
cessfully applied to Centro 
for £455,000 from its Better 
Bus Area Fund cash pot. 
The cash-strapped authority 
will add £110,000 from its 
own coffers to complete the 
works, if the scheme is given 
the green light at a meeting 
on Monday. 

Busy 

Councillor Hilary Bills, 
cabinet member for envi¬ 
ronmental services, said: 
“It’s really busy down there. 
Those traffic lights need to 
be kept working at ah times. 

“They need to be replaced 
just because of sheer age. 
“The number of times they 
break down and need to be 
replaced is getting too much. 


By David Cosgrove 

“They’re a very important 
set of traffic lights so we’ve 
got to maintain them as best 
we can. They were the next 
on the list of lights needing 
to be done. 

“We saw an opportunity 
for some funding, bid for it 
and got it.” 

The traffic signals to be 
improved or upgraded in¬ 
clude those at the A4036 
Merry Hill’s junction 
with The Boulevard and 
Coppice Lane, the A4036 
Merry Hill’s junction with 
Mount Pleasant, High St 
and Quarry Bank, and the 
A4036 Merry Hill pedes¬ 
trian crossing. 

A report issued by the au¬ 
thority states: “The scheme 
will improve the efficient op¬ 
eration of the traffic signals 
for the benefit of both gen¬ 
eral traffic and buses.” 


Tributes to respected 
property lawyer, 60 



Property lawyer Martyn Morgan has died aged 60 


ONE of the Black Country’s most respected lawyers has 
died after a stroke. Tributes have been paid to Stour¬ 
bridge-born Martyn Morgan, who headed QualitySolicitors 
Talbots in Wolverhampton. 

He died aged 60 at the Worcestershire Royal Hospital 
and leaves behind his wife Mary and five children. 

The residential property specialist was a popular figure 
and renowned among his colleagues for commitment to 
his work and his sense of humour. Mr Morgan, a former 
student at King Edward VI Grammar School, had just 
overseen the George Street company’s best ever year in 
business, achieving £8 million of annual fees, and becoming 
one of the top 20 conveyancing firms in the UK. 

Rachel Pardoe, practice director, said: “Everyone is 
shocked and naturally saddened by Martyn’s sudden pass¬ 
ing and our thoughts are with Mary and their children. He 
was the heartbeat of the business and wasn’t afraid to try 
new ideas and innovate the way we did things in what is 
still a very traditional sector. Despite his immense work¬ 
load he would always make time for people and, more times 
than not, his larger-than-life character would brighten up 
the day with one of his witty jokes. 

“He always believed that local people and businesses 
shouldn’t have to travel to the big cities and pay extortion¬ 
ate fees to get the right legal advice.” 

Mr Morgan took over Quality Solicitors in 1991 when the 
practice had only a handful of staff. The company now has 
190 employees and seven offices. 

Mr Morgan was a massive fan of Aston Villa football club 
and enjoyed keeping fit, taking part in both the London and 
New York marathons. 



Dudley 

Business 


commtA-nM 


ViAdley Cmstmas 
hi) i/ok&el 

19 to 23 December in Dudley town centre 

Spend £5 in Dudley market or Plaza Malls and get a free 

ticket to ride the wheel! or £2.50 per ride 

(X tyood tlW-M 



STRAITS MOBILIT 

www.straitsmobilityservices.co.uk 



STAIRLIFTS STRAIGHT AND 
CURVED FULLY FITTED 

New from £1,195 
Reconditioned from £700 

In Store Demonstration available 
Free! Home survey and fitting on all stairlifts. 
All work carried out by fully qualified engineers 




Wheelchairs 
From £85 




Tri Walker 

-* 

Scooter 
canopies 
fully fitted 
from £250 

A 

3 wheel 

From £49 


SPECIAL IN STORE OFFERS JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS!!! 



ELECTRIC 
BEDS FROM 
£499 

WITH 5 YEAR 
GUARANTEED 
MATTRESS INCLUDED. 




FIRESIDE 

CHAIR 

FROM 

£150 



SERVICE & REPAIR WITH FREE LOCAL COLLECTION 

3, Middlepark Road, Russells Hall Estate, Dudley DY1 2LW 

Open Mon-Fri 9.30am - 4.30pm Sat 9.30am - 12.30pm | Closed Sunday 

01384 356 356 


y 
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fi-Zee Fix 1 


White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 


Woodgrain 
on White 


DOUBLE GLAZING 
INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 
Mobile: 07769 975841 

I 70mm Internally Glazed 

High Security Frames ♦ 

28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units ♦ 

>!♦ Document L Compliant ♦ 

♦ Shoot Bolt Locking ♦ 

♦ Sight Line Glazing ♦ 



♦ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 ♦ 


Repairs and Upgrades Broken Locks Sticking Doors 

Insurance Work Door Panels Handles and 

Failed Units Letter Boxes Mechanisms 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED PHONE 
TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


Club gets a taste of 
cupcake decoration 



Jill Turley, Angela Hanbury and Sue Windmill at the Victorian Christmas market 

THE club’s third meeting took place on g nrna i Tnwnswnmpn 
November 19 and once again there was a to0mai IQWnswomen 
remarkable turnout. 

Some 43 Ladies turned up for a cupcake tasted wonderful. On November 28, the 
decorating demonstration by the lovely Sue Ladies went on a trip to Worcester Victo- 
Easton. rian Christmas market. Despite the rainy 

This was a great success and the cakes weather a good time was had by all. 

A grave subject from speaker 


History of 
the day a 
town died 

MyTime Over Fifties 

A LARGE group attended 
the November meeting. Ar¬ 
thur Aston gave a talk enti¬ 
tled ‘The Town That Died’. 

In 1917, during the First 
World War, Halifax, having 
a huge ice free harbour was 
used as a marshalling area 
for Trans-Atlantic convoys 
of ships, laden with goods 
being transported to Eu¬ 
rope. French ship Mont 
Blanc had sailed to Hali¬ 
fax to join a convoy. It was 
loaded with TNT, Picric 
acid, gun cotton and benzol 
fuel on the decks, a total of 
3,000 tons of explosives. 

To enter the harbour of 
Bedford Bay, the ship had 
to sail through an area 
known as the Narrows. On 
December 6, as Mont Blanc 
moved in the correct right 
hand lane, moving fast out 
of Bedford Bay was Norwe¬ 
gian ship Imo. 

It was passing to the left 
but was too far over, putting 
itself in the path of Mont 
Blanc. The ships collided 
and sparks flew, lighting the 
benzol. For about 20 min¬ 
utes the Mont Blanc burned. 

The crew and captain 
abandoned ship and rowed 
for the Dartmouth side of 
Narrows but were unable to 
raise the alarm. 

Mont Blanc drifted to the 
other side of the Narrows, 
coming against the wooden 
pier in a busy residential 
area with shops and a large 
sugar refinery. It exploded. 

Richmond was swept by a 
tsunami and what was left, 
burned. The seven-storey 
high sugar refinery came 
down killing the day shift. 
More than 3,000 died, with 
9,000 injured and half of the 
population made homeless. 


CHAIRMAN Pauline Rob¬ 
erts opened the November 
meeting, welcoming every¬ 
one and a visitor who had 
joined us. 

There were eight apolo¬ 
gies from members. Pres¬ 
ident Margaret Fennell, 
had entered the guild’s na¬ 
tional scrabble competition 
and was runner-up. She 
achieved the highest score 


Oldswinford TWG 


in one round of the compe¬ 
tition and received a certif¬ 
icate for this. 

The speaker was Ian Bott 
with a topic of ‘A Grave 
Subject’, taking members 
on a journey around Black 
Country graveyards. 

Joyce Coggins gave a vote 


of thanks. The competition 
was ‘An Amusing Epitaph’, 
won by Pauline Roberts. 
There were four raffle 
prizes, won by Yvonne Mad¬ 
dox, Susan Neale, Margaret 
Howard and Dorothy Trice. 

The next open meeting 
will be on January 19 and 
the speaker Sandy Cale on 
‘Elegant Georgian Worces¬ 
ter’. 



'MASSIVE(DISCOUNTS. 


Rehau A’Rated 1 
frames and glass 


3 Windows 

Was £890 

Now £680 

4 Windows 

Was £1170 

Now £890 




nstmiatons 


CHRISTMAS 

& 

NEW YEAR 
OFFERS 




Wort. 


* 


Win dows £ Composite windows & doors 
Conservatories/^Orangeries/ Porches 


0 


Extensions, Carports & Canopies 


- 


West 


FENSA 


douI" l £ s 

GLAZING 


5 Windows 

Was £1290 

Now £1100 

6 Windows 

Was £1500 

Now £1380 

T&Cs apply 


Timber,Doors and Windows • Repair service 


Bespoke requirements are no problem 


Also Available - Guardian Tiled Roof System (LABC approved) 


l Unit 19 Middlemore Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road, B21 0AY 0800 080>7076i 


i and jobs completed to high standards 































































Animal lovers will go 
bananas for chimp art 



Primates keeper Nicola Wright with talented chimps Mandy, Malaika and Fanny and chimp art work at Dudley Zoo 


FANCY becoming the owner 
of a unique piece of artwork 
painted by a cheeky chimp? 

Now anyone who adopts one of the 
Dudley Zoo chimps, or renews their 
chimp adoption before the end of the 
year, will be entered into a raffle to 
win the colourful canvas. 

Talented chimps Mandy, Malaika 
and Fanny created the painting in 
their spare time as a way to showcase 
their ‘arty side’. 

Head of lower primates Nicola 
Wright said: “The girls had a good go 
at painting the canvas and the result 


is quite impressive. Most of the chimps 
had a go but Malaika did the most and 
added the finishing touches.” 

This isn’t the first time the artis¬ 
tic apes have painted a picture. Back 
in March, Mandy brushed up on her 
painting skills and created a master¬ 
piece now on the wall in the zoo’s mon¬ 
key tails exhibit. 

The zoo currently has seven chimps 
in their care - Mandy, Fanny, Barbie, 
Malaika, Binti, Mali and Banika - who 
can all be adopted. For details on how 
to adopt one of the chimps, or another 
animal, visit www.dudleyzoo.org.uk/ 
support-us/adopt-animal 



Chimp art: Jackson Pollock influence? 


Celebrating 10 Years with Discounts Off Everything in Store!! 


Massive 5 Day Sale Spectacular 

Starts 27th December 



Complete Flue Liner Systems 
Wood Burning and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Inset and Outset High Efficient Gas Fires 
Hole in the Wall Gas and Electric Fires 
Made to Measure Hand Made Marble and 


Limestone Fireplaces 
Full Gas Safe and Hetas Registered 
Fitting Teams 

Established in 2005 and Celebrating 10 Years with 
Discounts Off Everything in Store!! 


WOLVERHAMPTON FIREPLACES & STOVES LTD 


15 Merridale Road, Chapel ash, Wolverhampton WV3 9RX 

B+- ' - 1 SEEMOREATWWW.WOLVERHAMPTONFIREPLACES.COM 



NEWS.FOOD 
OFF LICENCE 



lAJi* 


HIGH 

COMMISSIONER 

£10.99 70cl 

£15 




BLOSSOM HILL 
ECHO FALLS 


I r6F0^\ Mm 



EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 


SPIRITS 

TOP BRANDS 
LOW PRICES 


JAMESON 

70cl 

,£18.99 



THREE 

BARRELS 0 
BRANDY 

70cl 


£12.99 


■ l ABERLOUR 

-! Single Malt 

HP 70cl 

(^£24.99 


RUSSIAN EMPIRE 
VODKA 

70cl £9.49 
11tr 

£12.99 


GRANTS 

70cl 

£11.99 


• GLEN MORAY 

Single Malt 


i 


70cl 


£18.00 



12.99 


FAMOUS ■ 
GROUSE 

70cl £12.49 
11tr 

£16.99 


2 


i 


JACK 

DANIELS 

70cl 

£16.99 


MARTELL 

BRANDY 

70cl 

£18.49 


I 

i 


JURA 4 

Single Malt 

70cl 


£26.99 




H 


SMIRNOFF 

70cl 

ONLY 

£11.99 


I 


COURVOISIER 
BRANDY 

70cl 1 

£18.99 g 


BELLS 

70cl £11.9S 
11tr 


£16.99 ff 


:R 
R 

LAGER 


STRONGBOW 

500ml Can 

4 for £3.25 

Case of 24 

£17.49 


CRUMPTON 
OAK CIDER 

2.5 ItrONLY 

£2.49 


SMIRNOFF 

GOLD 

70cl 

_ £12.99 


CAPTAIN 

MORGAN 

70cl 

£11.99 


MAGNERS/STELLA 
BULMERS/BOTHERS 
CRABBIES AND THATCHERS 

ALL 3 FOR £5 


a 


SAN MIGUEL 
STELLA BUDWEISER 

Bottles 

12 for £8 



DESPERADOS 

330ml 

4 for £5 

Case of 24 

£28.00 



STOWFORD PRESS 
THATCHERS GOLD t*. , 

500ml Can 

4 for £4 

Case of 24 

£20.49 


0RANJEB00M 

500ml Can £1 

4 for £3 

Case of 24 

£17.50 




WKD BLUE 

700ml 

2 for £5 
6 for £14 



PERONI 

330ml Bottle 

4 for £4.50 

Case of 24 

£26.00 


SAN MIGUEL 
RED STRIPE 
4 for £3.75 

Case of 24 

£21.50 



CARLING/ 

FOSTERS 

500ml Can 

4 for £3.20 

Case of 24 

£18.49 


0 


FOSTERS/CARLING 

STRONGBOW 

440ml Cans 

15 for £10 


LARGE 

ORDERS 

CATERED FOR! 



GORDON’S 
GIN 

70cl 




i 


BOMBAY 

SAPPHIRE 

70cl 

£17.99 


SAFFRON 
. GIN 

70cl 

£31.99 


BACARDI 

70cl i 

ONLY LV 

£12.99 


BAILEYS 

70cl £10.00 

SEED 


* 


PORTMANS 
FINE RUBY 

70cl 

£9.99 


BALI 

70cl 

£6.99 


MALIBU 

70cl 

ONLY 

£10.49 


a ARCHERS 

PEACH 

SCHNAPPS 

70cl 

£7.99 




DISARONNO 

70cl 

ONLY 

£15.001 


STELLA ARTOIS 

500ml Can 

8 for £7.50 

Case of 24 

£22.00 13 


- 


SOUTHERN 

COMFORT 


WINES 

FOR EVERY 
OCCASION 


LINDEMANS 
BIN 50 

ALL £4.49 

3 for £12 


LIEBFRAUMILCH & 
HOCK 

70cl £5.99 
11tr 

2 for £10 


GALLO 

£4.49 

£3 for £12 
6 for £23 


OXFORD 

LANDING 

2forE9 

SEES 




70cl 

£14.99 j 


JAGERMEISTER 4 

70ci r 

£15.00 


WOLF BLASS 

Yellow Label 

ONLY 

£6.49 


I 


BAREFOOT 

3 for £12.50 
6 for£24 



STRONGBOW DARK FRUIT 
FOSTERS OR CARLING 

440ml Cans 


440ml Cans^^ 

Any box of ISSUED 


H0LSTEN PILS GR0LSCH 
KR0NENB0URG 1664 
CARLSBERG EXPORT 
CARLSBERG GREEN 500ml Can 

4 for £3.25 Case of 24 £18.99 



GOLD BLEND COFFEE 
£2.99 

POT NOODLE 
ONLY 75p 
CHOC DIGESTIVES 
JUMBO PACK 
£1.50 



PRINGLES 
ALL FLAVOURS 

£1.25 

WALKERS CRISPS 
40 VARIETY PACK 

£4.49 


OYSTER 

BAY j i 

£7.49 T 


MCGUICAN 
BLACK LABEL 

Red £5.99 

2 for £11 
6 for £30 




CASILLER0 DEL 
DIABLO 

£5.49 EACH 

2 for £10 
6 for £25 


PROSECCO 

Sparkling Wine “1 

ONLY - 
£7 


LAMBRINI 

1.5 Itr 
£2.99 

2 for £5 


S & F NEWS.F00D. OFF LICENCE [S™," 

51 Mount Pleasant, Kingswinford DY6 9TG 

FIND US JUST OFF COT LANE MON to SAT 6 am-8 8pm. SUN 6 am-4 pm. Tel: 01384 297352 
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WINDOWS, DOORS AND 
CONSERVATORY CENTRE 


BUILT ON AFFORDABILITY, QUALITY AND RELIABILITY 



8 Meadow Lane (Off Biddings Lane), Coseley, West Midlands, WV14 9NQ 
Tel: 01902 661779 Freephone: 0800 9990909 
7 Brick Street, Sedgley DY3 1NT Tel: 01902 662511 www-dwwindowsxo.uk 








































Councils making 'eye-watering' 
profits from parking charges 


More children in 
need of a home 

PEOPLE are being urged to consider chil¬ 
dren in Dudley not fortunate enough to be 
with their own families this Christmas by 
giving them the gift of a safe and loving fos¬ 
ter home. 

Options Fostering has launched a new 
campaign to find foster homes for some of 
the hundreds of children in need this win¬ 
ter. 

In Dudley more than 550 looked-after 
children are already in foster care. But new 
statistics show that 910 additional foster 
carers are needed across the West Midlands, 
with a national shortage of at least 10,000 
in the UK. 

Fleur Johnson, Options Fostering agency 
manager, said: “We’re urging people to con¬ 
sider giving the ultimate gift of a place in 
their home.” 


COUNCILS in the Black Country and 
Staffordshire made almost £4 million 
from car parking charges last year, a 
new study has found. 

Local authorities generated £3.89m from 
motorists after running costs were taken 
into account, according to research from 
the RAC Foundation. 

Wolverhampton City Council made the most 
during the financial year, posting a surplus of 
£1.6m. Dudley Council was next, recording a 
surplus of £944,000. 


Stafford Borough Council had £769,000 
of excess cash. Sandwell Council’s total was 
£351,000, while Cannock Chase District Council 
made £232,000, says to the RAC figures. 

Both Walsall Council and South Staffordshire 
Council made a loss from their car parks. 

The RAC Foundation, which analysed park¬ 
ing data in financial reports from councils, urged 
town halls to reveal ‘exactly where this huge ex¬ 
cess ends up’. 

The Local Government Association insisted 
surplus money was invested back into transport 
projects, such as improving car parks and roads. 


Dudley Council said its figure had been 
boosted as cash for potential VAT payments can 
now be used. Councillor Hilary Bills said: “The 
figure in the report is money which has been put 
aside as part of our potential VAT payments but 
has now been made available to us. This one-off 
payment will be reinvested into the service and 
helps improve our parking environment.” 

R4C Foundation director Steve Gooding said: 
“The overall profits eye-watering. We are simply 
asking that all councils publish annual reports 
to tell drivers exactly where this huge excess 
ends up.” 


Retired group 
visited by MP 

MEMBERS of a social group have wel¬ 
comed a MP to its latest meeting to see 
their work. 

Halesowen and Rowley Regis MP James 
Morris recently visited University of the 
Third Age’s exhibition in Halesowen Li¬ 
brary. 

Group members are holding an exhibi¬ 
tion at the library, in the Cornbow Centre, 
to draw attention to the wide range of ac¬ 
tivities it offers. 

U3A is an educational and social organ¬ 
isation for people who are retired. 

The Halesowen branch offers a fort¬ 
nightly general meeting, usually with a 
speaker, together with 17 interest groups 
for all tastes, such as history, literature, 
art and crafts, film, walking and music. 


Sir Lenny has paved the way 



Sir Lenny with MOBO founder Kanya King, mayor and mayoress Steve and Jayne Waltho 


“WITHOUT Dudley there’s no me” - the 
words of Sir Lenny Henry as he returned to 
the town to unveil his latest honour. 

The comedian and actor, who was 
knighted by the Queen at Windsor Castle 
earlier this month, had a paving stone laid 
in his honour in Buffery Park last week. 

Sir Lenny was recognised by MOBO and 
ITV2 with the Paving the Way award for his 
career achievements. 

Recipients of the award all have a perma¬ 
nent slab laid in a place which played a key 
role in their lives. 

Dudley-born Sir Lenny, 57, spoke of 
his delight at the stone being installed in 
the ‘legendary’ park, where he spent his 
younger years. 

“It slightly edged the knighthood,” the 
Comic Relief founder said. 

The unveiling was also attended by 


MOBO Awards founder Kanya King MBE 
and Dudley mayor and mayoress Steve and 
Jayne Waltho. 

Sir Lenny said: “When I found out they 
were going to put a paving stone in Buffery 
Park I was literally knocked off my feet. It’s 
a wonderful thing because this is where we 
used to play. 

“First snog, first puff of cigarette, first 
regret of first puff of cigarette, also regret 
of first snog, first attempt at Northern Soul 
dancing, a trip to A&E as a result of first at¬ 
tempt at Northern Soul dancing and many 
other things,” he said. 

“This is where I first did Tommy Cooper 
for my friends, where I first improvised and 
did impressions and told jokes. Dudley is a 
legendary place and Buffery Park is a leg¬ 
end within that legend. This is where I’m 
from, so it’s a huge honour.” 


New flights from 
Brum to Wroclaw 

BUDGET airline Wizz Air, which serves Central and East¬ 
ern Europe, has announced a new route from Birmingham 
Airport to Wroclaw in western Poland. 

The new route will start on March 18 and will be oper¬ 
ated with two weekly flights on Mondays and Fridays. 

Tickets on Wizz Air’s new route can be booked with 
prices starting from £15.49 via wizzair.com website. 

Tamara Mshvenieradze, corporate communications man¬ 
ager at Wizz Air, said the new flights were ideal to visit the 
historical capital of Silesia for short city breaks. Wizz Air 
now offers five routes to three countries from Birmingham. 

William Pearson, Birmingham Airport’s aviation de¬ 
velopment director, said: “Launching from Birmingham 
in September this year, Wizz has gone from strength to 
strength and now already operates to Warsaw and Buda¬ 
pest, and will be commencing Poznan later this month and 
Bucharest in May.” 


Body cams 
for rail staff 

TRAIN operator London 
Midland is equipping its 
staff with body cameras to 
crack down on anti-social 
behaviour and persistent 
fare-dodgers. 

The company, which 
manages 148 stations and 
operates between London 
Euston, Birmingham and 
Liverpool, hopes the cam¬ 
eras will improve customer 
service while also deterring 
anti-social behaviour. 

They are being issued to 
revenue protection and se¬ 
curity officers based in the 
West Midlands. 


serenity 

BATHROOMS 

Your Bathroom... Your Serenity 


FULLY BOOKED THIS YEAR 

NOW TAKING BOOKINGS 

FOR JANUARY 

Your welcome to visit our showroom 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Call us on 01384 279997 

www.serenitybathroomsltd.co.uk 

UNIT 25 I DAWLEYTRADING ESTATE | STALLINGS LANE | KINGSWINFORD | DY6 7 AP 
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Festive gifts 
from clubs 
get red card 


CLOTHES pegs painted in West 
Brom’s blue and white have 
topped a list of the worst Christ¬ 
mas presents being sold by Pre¬ 
mier League clubs ... 

However when looking at other mer¬ 
chandise being sold at other Midland 
football clubs it is apparent the colourful 
pegs are in good company. 

Family members scratching their heads 
over to what to get a Wolves fan can find a 
dinner bell with the club’s crest on the han¬ 
dle, costing £6. 

Villa supporters meanwhile can chomp 
on their club’s official wine gums or fudge, 
both £1, while watching their team from the 
stands. 

And how exactly would Walsall fans make 
sure they could see their favourite players in 
action without snapping up a £2 pair of bin¬ 
oculars? 

Worst 

Our clubs boast some weird and wonderful 
stocking fillers and gifts for Christmas. 

Alan Cleverley, secretary of West Brom’s 
supporters club, said: “I was actually bought 
a set of those clothes pegs by a mate. 

“We always try and outdo each other by 
buying the worst presents possible. 

“Having said that I do think there is some 
good stuff in the Albion shop and I particu¬ 
larly like buying their golf gloves because they 
are very good quality. 




The infamous Baggies clothes pegs 

“I also like buying the golf balls with the 
badges on - but I keep losing them. 

“The standard over the last few years has 
really improved and for younger people there 
are all those mobile phone and computer ac¬ 
cessories, so I bet they love them. 

“I was actually out shopping with my 
granddaughter the other day and I was point¬ 
ing out what they could buy me for Christ¬ 
mas. You can never have too many golf gloves 
because they can wear out quite quickly.” 

Another present is the Albion metal dog 
bowl for £7.99 along with diving duck with 
plug at £4.99. 

For those wishing to buy a more serious 
gift, a WBA home goalkeeper shirt will set 
you back £54.99. 

If Saddlers fans are not taken by the replica 
binoculars, perhaps a £1 pencil sharpener is 
more their cup of tea? 

Adult training shower jackets cost £50. 

Steve Davis, secretary of Walsall Football 
Supporters Trust, said: “I don’t think there’s 
anything too bad that really stands out in our 
club shop. But I have to say the onesies are 
just wrong - but then again I think they’re 
all wrong. The worst thing I ever bought was 




V I 


All grown-up - an adult shirt, £54.99 



Dog’s dinner - metal food bowl, £7.99 



Come clean with a diving duck plug, £4.99 



All-weather training - jacket, £50 




Put football in focus - binoculars, £2 






J 


Make a point with a pencil sharpener, £1 


probably the mascot, Swifty’s, old costume 
online. I just thought it was a bit of a one- 
off but when it came through the post it was 
massive. I suppose the worse thing I could 
think of buying a Walsall fan for Christmas 
would be a Wolves half season ticket.” 

Wolves are selling force jackets in charcoal 
black for £70 but the bizarre dinner bell costs 
a mere £6. And, for those with a spare £1 in 
your pocket, a 30cm ruler is on offer. Aston 
Villa’s worst offering - an astro turf sign cost¬ 


ing £4 - should arguably have charted higher 
than eighth in the list of worse Christmas 
presents. The club, as well as selling its own 
range of confectionary, also stocks Aston Villa 
dog doorstops for £18. 

For the more classy fan, a set of engraved 
Villa brandy glasses start at £50. 

The list of tacky presents compiled by Gam- 
bleGeek also included a £25 Bournemouth 
hard hat and Crystal Palace tape measures if 
they have a spare £4.99. 


Sunderland’s dog lead emblazoned with the 
club’s crest is on there, priced at £7.99, while 
a flashing yo-yo for Stoke City supporters also 
features. 

Cockerel tinsel is available for Spurs fans 
costing £5 and Man City have thankfully pro¬ 
duced a £10 garden thermometer. 

Rounding of the top 20 worst buys are 
Swansea ladies’ perfume at £15, Everton 
aftershave at £15 and a £40 Norwich City 
striped fleece onesie. 


END OF YEAR 


Want to use your 
conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in summer? * 
Too in winter? 

Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your ^ 

conservatory roof ^257 

• Choice of tiles and colours years / 

• Save energy, conserve heat w \ on tiles'# 

• Fitting Teams available 

SupaOte 

J IT© 


SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution ... 


ONLY MIDLANDS M;\i JFACTURL j 


J\[o Planning PeiiivuSS ion a.e.e.d.e.cU 

0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com /sales@supalitemidlands.com 



Brilliant breaks on your doorstep 



Starts Saturday, 
January 2 

Express & Star 


•Prices are based on a minimum of four people (fewer than four can stay from a minimum price of £40, depending on date of break). 
Online booking fee of £3 applies as well as service and optional entertainment charges. Token/password collect promotion. 



















































































Paul cooks up 
shop success 

COMMERCIAL [T1 
FEATURE L/ 



Always guaranteed a warm welcome at Paul’s Cookshop 


PAUL’S Cookshop is going 
from strength to strength. It’s 
only 12 months since Paul, 
who has always had a pas¬ 
sion for food, looked over 
the premises with a view to 
change the existing cafe to a 
delicatessen. 

He was enthused by the idea of 
bringing freshly cooked and pro¬ 
duced food to his local community 
and set about changing the origi¬ 
nal outlay, to offer the people from 
Netherton, and the surrounding 
area, a selection of food not avail¬ 
able elsewhere. 

Encouraged 

At the same time the original cook- 
shop, Nigel’s of Old Hill, decided to 
close its doors for the last time. 

Loving the variety and quality of the 
produce Nigel had on offer Paul set 
about moving it, lock stock and bar¬ 
rel, to its new premises on Halesowen 
Road, Netherton. 

It was initially hard work to change 
people’s habits of where they have 
always bought their sausage or had a 
sandwich from but he gets encouraged 
day by day by new footfall coming in 
and saying “what a lovely fresh looking 
shop”. 

Paul continues to build on his choice 
of hot and cold food week on week, 
from homemade bread pudding and 
egg custards, to award winning fag¬ 
gots, groaty pudding, and Black Coun¬ 
try fayre, whether it be over the coun¬ 


ter or on the breakfast sandwiches and 
bags of scratchings. 

So if you have driven past and al¬ 
ways wondered what Paul’s Cookshop 
is all about, pop in, you will be given 
a warm welcome and you can see for 
yourself the quality and variety on offer 
These include: Hot and cold pies 
and pasties, freshly-cooked breakfast 
sandwiches on a variety of breads, sal¬ 
ad boxes, homemade bread pudding 
and giant jacket potatoes with a variety 
of home-produced fillings 
He also provides a buffet service for 
meetings and events, a selection of 


cooked meats and award-winning sau¬ 
sage and bacon, Black Country fayre, 
locally-sourced free range eggs and 
hot and cold drinks. 

Paul would like to thank all the local 
businesses and community for their 
continuing support not only buying the 
products but the encouragement they 
give.Call in advance and have your 
food ready for when you get there - 
01384 234246 

The shop has a five star hygiene 
award, silver healthy foods award and 
is open seven days a week, Mon-Sat 
7:30 to 2pm, Sun 8 to 12pm 
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UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 



FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
• Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 

From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 




What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
| recommend QKM to anyone.” 
“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 



Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


The Largest Working luce 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 


Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01384 232413 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, 
Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Stourport Showroom 

33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01299 877718 

Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 

NETHERTON 

Closed 23rd-28th December 

Open 29th-31 st December 10am-3pm • Closed New Year’s Day 
Open Saturday 2nd January 2016 - Normal opening times 

STOURPORT 

Closed 21 st December-Friday 1 st January 2016 
Open Saturday 2nd January 2016 - Normal opening times 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


CREDIT 

CARDS 

ACCEPTED 




www.qkm.org.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 




























































Express & Star 



Find your next job at 

jobs.expressandstar.com 



Richardsons backing 
new £430m hospital 


A NEW super hospital for the Black 
Country will be built backed by 
money from the region’s most fa¬ 
mous family of property developers 

- the Richardsons. 

Twins Roy and Don built the 
Merry Hill shopping centre in the 
1980s. 

Don died in 2007 and Roy, at 85, 
now takes a back seat but his sons 

- Carl, Lee and Martyn - continue 
to build Oldbury-based Richardsons 
Capital. 

The family has now taken part in 
a joint venture with Wolverhamp¬ 
ton-based Carillion to build the 
Midland Metropolitan Hospital in 
Smethwick, which will cost more 
than £430 million in construction 
and support services. 

It will see Richardsons investing 
£12m in the project, alongside £16m 
from Carillion and £3m from the 
Treasury under the first of a new 
generation of public-private part¬ 
nership deals, dubbed PF2. 

The joint venture was chosen in 
August by the Sandwell & West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS Trust as 
the preferred bidder to deliver the 
project, and on Friday reached fi¬ 
nancial close with all the project and 
financing agreements signed. 

Richardsons and Carillion have 


worked together on a number of 
previous projects, such as the Free¬ 
man’s Reach development in Dur¬ 
ham city centre and the £75m St 
Martin’s Quarter in Worcester. 

But Mark Morgan, the head of 
property for Richardsons Capital, 
said the latest project is one close to 
the family’s heart. 

“One of the main reasons we got 
involved in the project was because 
of those local links, providing a 
major hospital for the area,” he said. 

“There was a wish from the fam¬ 
ily to support the local community. 
I think those local links were one of 
the reasons why we were chosen for 
the project. 

Competitive 

“We had to take part in a compet¬ 
itive process to become one of the 
investors and, alongside the fund¬ 
ing, suitability was a major consid¬ 
eration.” 

The company, founded more than 
six decades ago by Don and Roy, has 
expanded to handle schemes across 
Europe, Canada and India, but has 
retained its local roots with its of¬ 
fices at Birchley Island in Oldbury. 

Richardsons will oversee work on 
the hospital, which will have 670 
beds and 15 operating theatres. 



An artist’s impression of the massive Midland Metropolitan Hospital that is going to be built in Smethwick 


Legendary venue 
is closing for a 
£10m overhaul 

ONE of the Black Country’s top venues, the Civic halls 
in Wolverhampton, will host a final event on Monday be¬ 
fore closing for a £10 million overhaul in the new year. 

A Night With Ricky Hatton will be the last show with 
staff moving out of the Civic and Wulfrun by January 4. 

Work will then get under way to increase the capacity 
for each venue as well as creating new bars and toilets. 
When finished, the venues will be able to cater for a com¬ 
bined total of 5,000 people. The work is scheduled to take 
about 18 months. 

The main Civic Hall will be given a second balcony, in¬ 
creasing capacity by 600, while the Wulfrun will also get 
a balcony to boost its capacity by 200. Access for disabled 
visitors will be upgraded. 

There will be a phased reopening of the venues and it 
has already been confirmed they will temporarily reopen 
for the Grand Slam of Darts next November. 

The final events this year include Ned’s Atomic Dust¬ 
bin presenting the KYTV Festival on Saturday and a 
concert by Punjabi folk artist Hans Raj Hans on Sunday 
before Mancunian boxer Hatton talks about his life in¬ 
side and outside the ring. Events will continue to be held 
at The Slade Rooms in Broad Street. 

Wolverhampton councillor John Reynolds said: “The 
refurbishment of the Civic halls will open up further op¬ 
portunities for hosting conferences and putting on big¬ 
ger and more diverse shows.” 

Over the decades the Civic halls have hosted many fa¬ 
mous names including David Bowie, Blur, Oasis, Robert 
Plant, AC/DC, Nirvana, Take That and James Brown. 


Motorists 
owe council 
more than 

£ 160,000 

DUDLEY Council is owed more than £160,000 
in unpaid parking fines. 

More than 30,000 penalty notices have been hand¬ 
ed out to motorists flouting the rules during the 
past three years. But thousands of these have gone 
unpaid, with the council still awaiting the money it 
is owed. Currently the bill stands at £164,737. 

Council bosses say they take action to claw back money 
when necessary. It comes as 
the authority prepares to 
carry out a review of park¬ 
ing charges across the bor¬ 
ough to meet a shortfall in 
income. 


By Heather Large 


Often fines go unpaid be¬ 
cause motorists cannot be 
traced once they have com¬ 
mitted offences and are not 
responding to letters sent to 
addresses registered with 
the DVLA. 

Sometimes tickets are 
given to foreign drivers 
not be registered with the 
DVLA, leaving the author¬ 
ity with no way of tracking 
them down. 

Fines will either be £50 
or £70 but if paid within 14 
days the amount is reduced 
by 50 per cent. 

Councillor Hilary Bills, 
cabinet member for envi¬ 
ronmental management, 
said: “Parking restrictions 
are in place across the bor¬ 
ough and are designed to 
keep our roads safe. Income 
generated from parking 
charges is reinvested and 
helps improve our parking 
environment. 

“We do chase up out¬ 
standing fines through 
enforcement agents if all 
other avenues have been ex¬ 
hausted.” 


In total, 10,002 tick¬ 
ets were handed out in 
2013/2014, which rose to 
10,954 in 2014/15, figures 
released under the Freedom 
of Information Act revealed. 
So far during the current 
financial year, 9,481 tickets 
have been issued by parking 
wardens. 

Fines have to be paid in 
full although in cases of se¬ 
vere financial hardship the 
council may use its discre¬ 
tion on receipt of a request 
in writing giving full cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Last week it emerged the 
council had made £944,000 
from car parking charges 
last year (see page 13). 
Bosses said the figure had 
been boosted as cash for po¬ 
tential VAT payments can 
now be used. 

But the authority is ex¬ 
pected to receive a lot less 
over the next three years 
due to a reduction in the 
number of parking spaces 
across the borough. 

Opposition councillors 
have called for parking fees 
in the borough to be reduced 
as an incentive for people to 
spend more in the borough’s 
towns and villages. 


Car left upside-down 

A CAR was left upside-down in a front garden after an ac¬ 
cident in Dudley Port. 

No-one was seriously injured in the incident, which hap¬ 
pened at around 12.30am on Monday morning. 

The male driver was taken to Dudley’s Russells Hall 
Hospital with minor injuries. Tipton Fire Station tweeted: 
“No one injured. Seat belts save lives.” 
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Fun trip back to the 60$, 
you can spray that again 


Stereophonies 
are rock solid 




Stereophonies played for more than two hours at the Genting Arena, Birmingham 


Hairspray, New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham 

THE musical with big hair and even 
bigger heart, Hairspray, is back in a 
joyous new production that is provid¬ 
ing the alternative to panto in Brum 
this festive season. 

However, that doesn’t mean it 
hasn’t got a dame. Indeed, it has a 
hefty helping of man in drag with 
Tony Maudsley (best known as hair¬ 
dresser Kenneth in Benidorm) as a 
gruff-voiced Edna Turnblad, a role 
made famous by Divine and then John 
Travolta in film and Michael Ball in 
the West End. 

She’s the formidable mother of 
Tracy Turnblad, the beehived high 
school teen who takes it on herself to 
integrate TV’s Corny Collins dance 
show in 1962 Baltimore so black and 
white youngsters can dance together. 

The civil rights message is con¬ 
tained within the wittiest and warm¬ 
est Broadway musical of the past 15 


REVIEW BY 
LEON BURAKOWSKI 

years and it’s good to have Hairspray 
back, even though it’s only been two 
years since it’s last UK tour. That fea¬ 
tured Freya Sutton as the irrepressi¬ 
ble, all-singing, all-dancing Tracy, and 
she’s back to reprise her dynamic per¬ 
formance. 

The new production is enhanced 
with better sets including some nice 
attention to details, like the genuine 
60s US ads that play on monitors 
during the interval. There is fine sup¬ 
port from West End stalwart Claire 
Sweeney as the venomous Velma Von 
Tussle and Dex Lee as the slick, soul¬ 
ful Seaweed. Pint-sized dynamo Karis 
Jack has all the right moves as Little 
Inez, Seaweed’s sister; Monique Young 
is a gem as Tracy’s awkward best 
friend Penny; and Ashley Gilmour sets 
hearts a-flutter as teen idol Link. 


Former Blue Peter presenter Peter 
Duncan is a revelation, showing that 
he is a real showman and entertainer 
in the role of Edna’s husband Wilbur. 
Their funny and sentimental duet 
You’re Timeless To Me was a high¬ 
light, as was former X Factor finalist 
Brenda Edwards delivering a truly 
soul-stirring performance of gospel 
number I Know Where I’ve Been as 
the big, blonde and beautiful Motor- 
mouth Maybelle. 

The only minor quibble on Monday 
night was that some of Scott Whitt- 
man and Marc Shaiman’s amusing lyr¬ 
ics were lost in the sound mix, though 
it was good to have a live band at the 
back of the stage. 

This production of Hairspray is 
a toe-tapping, finger-snapping hoot 
that got a standing ovation from a de¬ 
lighted audience... you can’t stop the 
beat, at least not until it ends its run 
at the Alex on January 2. 


GIG REVIEW 


by Leon Burakowski 


Stereophonies, Genting Arena 

THE day after sharing the 
NEC stage with mega stars 
at the BBC Music Awards, 
rockers Stereophonies were 
back in the spotlights at the 
Genting Arena. 

This time it was in front of thou¬ 
sands of fans who had come purely to 
see them and enjoy probably the best, 
down-to-earth no nonsense melodic 
rock band on the live circuit. 

This was a special night for the five- 
piece built around the Welsh core of 
guitarist and singer Kelly Jones, with 
his inimitable sandpaper and velvet 
vocals, and bassist Richard Jones, who 
looks like a throwback to the rocka¬ 
billy era. It was a gig sandwiched be¬ 
tween adding rock muscle to the BBC 
show and a triumphant homecoming 
at Cardiff on Saturday night. 

For Kelly, in his usual jeans and 
leather bomber jacket, it was extra 
special because in the days when Car¬ 
diff lacked a big venue the NEC was 
where he saw his rock heroes, such as 
AC/DC. He recalled an Aerosmith con¬ 
cert when he was “just two rows from 
the (expletive) back”. Kelly praised 
Brum’s rock pedigree, Led Zeppelin 
and Black Sabbath, and remembered 
Birmingham gigs at small venues such 
as Moseley’s Jug of Ale. 

Stereophonies have released nine 
albums in 19 years. It was the early al¬ 
bums and two latest, Graffiti On The 
Train and Keep The Village Alive, that 
provided the sources for this 26-song, 
two and quarter hour gig. 

They were out of the blocks at top 
speed with exhilarating rocker C’est 
La Vie from Keep The Village Alive 
and kept up the momentum with I 


Wanna Get Lost With You, Super¬ 
man, Vegas Two Times, More Life In 
A Tramp’s Vest and Have A Nice Day. 

The band, completed by Birming¬ 
ham guitarist Adam Zindani, drum¬ 
mer Jamie Morrison and keyboardist 
Tony Kirkham, were joined by violin¬ 
ists and a cellist which added lush, epic 
dimension to Indian Summer, Graffiti 
On The Train, Roll The Dice, Violins 
and Tambourines, and their hit cover 
of Handbags and Gladrags. The latter 
was written by Manfred Mann’s Mike 
D’Abo who Kelly revealed had thanked 


him after their cover version paid for 
his conservatory. 

That honey and whisky voice of 
Kelly Jones, the major reason why 
Stereophonies have as many female 
as male fans, was showcased by his 
acoustic version of Traffic and, at the 
piano, the raw Sunny from the new 
album. After Local Boy In The Photo¬ 
graph, the band returned for four en¬ 
cores including their anthem Maybe 
Tomorrow and biggest hit Dakota. 

That’s the Stereophonies, hard graft 
and satisfaction guaranteed. 



WINDOW 

DOCTOR 

CAN’T AFFORD TO REPLACE 

UPVC then why not just revamp! 


Old looking handles, letterboxes etc. can be replaced 
Draughty windows can be re-sealed, gaskets replaced 
Doors can be adjusted to prevent draughts 
New locking systems, barrels and keys 
Any problems please call for free quote and advice 
We are a company you can trust trading for over 25 years 

FREE QUOTES ON ALL WINDOWS, 
DOORS, ROOFLINES ETC 

Part of the Lifestyle Windows Group 

www.lifestylewindowsofkingswinford.co.uk 

01384 295855 

Building 26, Unit 5 First Avenue, Pensnett 
Trading Estate, Kingswinford DY6 7TB 




For the best bookings call one of our helpful advisors on 

01902 319191 


Are you looking for 
a new Sugarcraft 
supplies store? 
Perhaps someone 
who can deliver 
items to you direct 
to your door? 
Are you looking for 
bulk buy savings? 


Mortgages for 
first time buyers 
NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

A charge must be taken against a family members' property for which additional 
costs will be incurred. 


Helping dreams 
become reality 
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For Your Advertisement Only In... 


Every Friday 


DO YOU MAKE OR 
DECORATE CAKES? 


If the answer is YES to any of the above then call us 

EVENING CLASSES FOR CAKE MAKING 
AND DECORATING FROM £22 
Designer/Bespoke cakes for any occasion 

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE DETAILS 

Shop 2 Barnett Lane, Kingswinford DY6 9PJ 
Telephone 01384 402204 

www.occasionalcakesuk.com 


Explore your world with 

star ★extraTRAVEL 


See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield. 


Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 
































CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 

New Year’s Eve 10am - 9pm 
New Year’s Day 12 noon - 7pm 



WHISKY 


PRINCE CONSORT WHISKY 70cl £9.49 
BELL’S 70CL £10.99 
HIGH COMMISSIONER/CLAYMORE 
70CL £10.79 
GRANTS 70CL £10.99 
TEACHER’S 70CL £11.79 
JACK DANIEL’S 70cl £16.49 
JIM BEAM 70CL £13.99 
FAMOUS GROUSE 70CL £11.99 
JAMESON 70CL £16.49 
BUSHMILLS ORIGINAL 70CL £16.99 


MALT WHISKY WITH 
PRESENTATION BOX 


GLEN MORANGIE 70CL £24.99 
GLENFIDDICH 70CL £24.99 
HIGHLAND PARK (WITH 2 GLASSES) 
_70CL £26.99_ 

BOWMORE 70CL £31.99 
ABERLOUR 70CL £23.99 


VODKA 


GLEN’S VODKA 70CL £9.99 
SMIRNOFF 70CL £10.69 
AMSTERDAM 70CL £10.99 
ABSOLUT 70CL £13.99 


BRANDY 


PRINCE CONSORT BRANDY 70cl £9.99 
THREE BARRELS 70CL £13.99 
E & J BRANDY 70CL £12.99 
MARTELL 70CL £17.49 
COURVOISIER 70CL £18.99 
METAXA 7 STAR 70CL £18.99 


GORDONS 70CL £11.49 
BEEFEATER GIN 70CL £14.99 
BOMBAY SAPPHIRE 70CL £16.99 


CAPTAIN MORGAN 70CL £11.49 
CAPTAIN MORGAN SPICED RUM 
70CL £11.49 
BACARDI 70CL £12.49 
SAILOR JERRY 70CL £16.99 
KRAKEN SPICED RUM 70CL £19.99 
WOODS OLD NAVY RUM/PUSSERS 
70CL £21.49 


LIQUERS 


BAILEYS 70CL £9.49 
TIA MARIA 70CL £11.99 
SHERIDANS 50CL £11.49 
MALIBU 70CL £10.99 
BLUE REEF (COCONUT & RUM) 
70CL £4.99 

ROYAL DUTCH ADVOCAAT 
70CL £5.99 

ARCHERS 70CL £10.99 
DRAMBUIE 70CL £21.99 


50 Bridgnorth Road, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge DY8 3QG (opposite Aldi) 

01384 379073 


COINTREAU 70CL £16.99 

1 WINES UP TO 1 

GRAND MARNIER 70CL £19.99 

1 50% OFF 1 

FIREBALL 70CL £13.99 

BLOSSOM HILL 75CL 

GLAYVA 70CL £15.99 

(RED, WHITE & ROSE) 3 fOf 

ECHO FALLS 75CL £9.00 

RED/WHITE/ROSE 

SOUTHERN COMFORT 70CL £14.49 

OUZO 70CL £14.99 

SAMBUCA 70CL £12.99 

JACOB’S CREEK 75CL 0 - 

(VARIETIES) 2 fOr 

PERNOD 70CL £16.99 

JAGERMEISTER 70CL £14.99 

HARDY’S NOTTAGE HILL, £-1 Q QQ 
HARDY’S CREST75CL 

MESSER SCHMITT 70CL £6.99 

DISARONNO 50CL £11.99 

STOWELLS 75CL (ASSORTED) 

AMARETTO 70CL £5.99 

HARDY’S VR 75CL (VARIETIES) 

ECHO FALLS 75CL 3 f Qf 

FRUIT FUSION n nn 

PORT, FORTIFIED 

WINE & FRUIT WINES 

KUMALA 75CL (VARIETIES) t ■ U.UU 

PORTMAN’S FINE RUBY 70CL £4.99 

TAYLOR’S FINE RUBY PORT 

ECHO FALLS 75CL 

VARIETIES 3 FOR £11.00 

75CL £8.99 

Lindemans 75cl Bin 50/65/45 

COCKBURN’S FINE RUBY PORT 
75CL £7.99 

2 for £8.00 

BLACK TOWER 75cl (varieties) 

COCKBURN’S SPECIAL RESERVE 

OXFORD LANDING 

75CL £8.99 

(VARIETIES) 70CL O 

CROFT 75CL £7.99 

BLOSSOM HILL 75CL - 

(CHARDONAY, WHITE ZINFANDEL) f 0 T 

HARVEY’S BRISTOL CREAM 

75CL £7.99 

GALLO 75CL £8.00 

QC LTR (VARIETIES) £4.99 

WHITE ZINFANDEL, 

STONE’S GREEN GINGER WINE 
70CL £4.49 

GRENACHE, MERLOT 

HARDY’S STAMP 75CL (VARIETIES) 

CRABBIES MULLED GINGER WINE 

TURNING LEAF 75CL PINOT GRIGIO/ 

70CL £4.99 

PINOT NOIR 

MULLED WINE 75CL £2.79 

BAREFOOT 75CL a 

WHITEWAYS DAMSON, APRICOT, 
CHERRY 70CL £4.49 

(VARIETIES) ^ 

MCGUIGAN 75CL f Of 

BROADLAND FRUIT WINE 

(VARIETIES) 75CL £4.49 

(VARIETIES) qq nft 

EAGLE HAWK 75CL M,uu 

CHERRY B 

(VARIETIES) 

113MLX 4 BOTTLES £2.99 

YELLOW TAIL (VARIETIES) 75CL 

SNOWBALL 

CASILLERO DEL DIABLO 75CL 

113ML 8 BOTTLES £5.00 

(VARIETIES) 

BABYCHAM 

WOLF BLASS YELLOW LABELS 

20CL X 8 BOTTLES £5.00 

75CL £6.99 EACH 2 for £12.00 

CHAMPAGNE & 

I BOTTLE ALE 1 

SPARKLING WINE 

I MIX & MATCH 1 

PAUL LANGER 75CL £12.99 

BATHAMS 500ML £1.99 EACH 

I1EIDSIECK MONOPOLE 75CL £16.99 

ENVILLE ALES £1.99 EACH 

LANSON 75CL £21.99 

MANN’S 500ML 4 FOR £3.99 

HARDY’S SPARKLING CHARDONNAY 
PINOT NOIR 75CL £5.99 

SADLERS 500ML (VARIETIES) 

3 FOR £5.00 

SADLERS CHRISTMAS ALE 500ML 

3 FOR £5.00 

FREIXENET CORDON NEGRO 

75CL £7.99 

HOLDENS 500ML (VARIETIES) 

3 FOR £5.00 

PROSECCO 75CL 2 FOR £10.00 

ASTI MARTINI 70CL £6.49 

BADGERS 500ML (VARIETIES) 


CHARDOLIN11 8 LTR £1.99 

3 FOR £5.00 


HOBGOBLIN 500ML 
3 FOR £5.00 


OLD SPECKLED 500ML 
3 for £5.00 
ABBOT ALE 500ML 
3 FOR £5.00 


CANS 


THATCHERS 500ML 
8 CANS £7.00, 
24 CANS £20.49 


STRONGBOW 500ML 
8 CANS £6.50, 

24 CANS £17.99 


WOODPECKER 500ML 8 CANS £6.50 
BLACKTHORN 500ML 8 CANS £6.00 
STELLA 500ML8 CANS £7.50 
24 CANS £20.99 
CARLING/FOSTERS 500ML 
8 CANS £6.50 24 CANS £17.99 
BANK’S BARLEY GOLD 


4 CANS FOR £4.49 


MIX & MATCH CANS 


KRONENBOURG 500ML 
HOLSTEN PILS 500ML 
RED STRIPE 500ML 
SAN MIGUEL 500ML 
CARLSBERG EXPORT 


8 Cans 
£7.00 


CARLING PREMIER 
CAFFREY 

GUINNESS DRAUGHT 
GUINESS ORIGINAL 
BANK’S MILD- 

BANK’S BITTER 
TETLEY’S BITTER 
TETLEY’S SMOOTH 


8 CANS 
£7.00 
24 CANS 
£20.49 


500ML 

8 CANS £6.50 
24 CANS 
£18.99 


BOTTLE BEER/CIDER 


CORONA EXTRA 

4 BOTTLES £3.99 24 BOTTLES £19.99 
DESPERADOS 

4 BOTTLES £5.00 24 BOTTLES £25.99 
STELLA 350ML / BUDWEISER 300ML 
8 BOTTLES £6.00 
24 BOTTLES £17.49 

KINGSTONE PRESS, MONTANO 
660ML £1 EACH 
FROSTY JACK / 3 HAMMER / 
GOLDEN VALLEY 3 LITRE 
2 FOR £6.00 

CRUMPTON PEAR/APPLE 2.5 LITRE 
2 FOR £5.00 


26 High Street, Brockmoore, 
Brierley Hill DY5 3JA 

01384 572484 


FLETCHERS 

AT 


Mon - Sat 9am - 10pm Sun 11am-9pm 


Mon-Sat 10 am -10 pm Sun 12 Noon - 9pm 


8 Burcher Green, Comberton Est, Kidderminster 
Mon - Sun 7.30am - 9pm 

01562 747957 


Mon - Sat 7.30am - 9pm Sun 8.30am - 9pm 


MIXERS 


SCHWEPPES LEMONADE 2LTR £1.00 
SCHWEPPES VARIETIES TONIC 
WATER 1 LTR £1.00 
R WHITE 2 LTR 2 FOR £1.50 
LUCOZADE LTR £1.00 
BOOST LTR 2 FOR £1.50 
PEPSI 2 LTR £1.00 
VIMTO 2 LTR £1.00 


31 Drew Road (off Old Ham Lane, Off Wollescote Road), Pedmore, 
Stourbridge DY9 OUU Mon-Sat 10am-9pm Sun 12 noon-9pm 

01384 379508 


Mon - Sat 10am - 9pm Sun 12 noon - 9pm 
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FAST AND EFFECTIVE 
ADVERTISING RELIEF FOR YOUR 
RECRUITMENT HEADACHE 

What we can offer: 

Temporary and permanent positions 
In-paper and online advertising 
Free artwork and media planning 
Personal account manager 
C V library 

Strategic press releases 
Company profiles 
Fully tailored recruitment packages 
CV matching and sifting 
Weekly and monthly reviews 
Marketing and promotion 
Support press articles 
Banners and MPUs 
Twitter feeds 
Head hunting 
Links to external job sites 


FILL YOUR NEXT JOB 
VACANCY FOR ONLY 

£399+VAT 

GUARANTEED! 


This unbeatable package includes: 

• A 5x2 full colour advertisement in the Express & Star 

• A free repeat advert in your local Chronicle 

• Your job vacancy listed on jobs.expressandstar.com 
for two weeks 

• Free advert design 

. Free expert recruitment advice 

We guarantee to run your adverts until you successfully recruit 


Call our recruitment team on 01902 319645 
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Style tips for Christmas 


asnwBftrpr 


XL 



Advice to help you dream of a white Christmas 


NEVER mind decking the halls - 
it’s all about the Christmas tree, 
isn’t it? 

Whether you favour a ‘can-you-believe- 
it’s-not-real?’ artificial one or always opt for 


the genuine article, whose fragrant scent 
(and needles) will fill the house, it’s the dec¬ 
orations that say most about your taste and 
family history - from hand-me-down baubles 
to childhood creations. 

“This year, people seem determined to 


want their tree to be the biggest they can 
fit in and afford, and they also have a very 
good idea of what colour or style theme they 
want to follow,” says Craig Roman, home 
and garden styling expert at Dobbies Gar¬ 
den Centres. “They’re very specific about 


the look they want to achieve, and we have 
three key looks this year - full-on traditional, 
with lots of red and gold; a countryside feel, 
featuring creatures great and small; or the 
dazzling snowy white tree, embellished with 
silver or gold touches.” 


The picture above aims to capture the at¬ 
mosphere of a winter wood where snow-lad¬ 
en trees sparkle and shimmer in the light. 

There are three more pages inside. 

Whichever look you choose, make it 
tree-mendous... 


\i<;iuuni\ 
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Homes 



Five ways 
you can cut 
down your 
water usage 

IF your home has a water meter, you’re 
probably used to conserving water, but 
are you doing as much as you could? 

1. About a third of the water we use at home is for 
flushing the loo, but you can save a lot by only flush¬ 
ing when there’s something solid to flush away. If this 
doesn’t appeal, you can restrict the amount of water 
used for each flush by fitting a water-saving loo, such 
as a dual-flush one that has a big and a little flush. You 
can also put something (a brick, or a plastic bag de¬ 
signed for the job - some water 
companies provide these free) 
in the cistern, so it doesn’t use 
as much water to flush. 

2. Taking a shower uses 
around two-thirds less water 
than taking a bath, but this 
is providing you’re only in 
the shower for a few minutes 
and it’s not a power shower - 
power showers can use more 
water than a bath. You’ll 
save most water by fitting a 
flow-restricting shower or an 
aerating shower head. These 
use less water per minute and shouldn’t leave you 
showering in a dribble. Mira Showers’ Eco showers, 
for example, use flow regulators to limit the maximum 
flow of water, while their Eco shower heads use aerat¬ 
ing technology to create the sensation of a normal flow 
using a lot less water (see www.mirashowers.co.uk). 

3. If you have a dripping tap, fix it quickly because it 
will soon waste litres of water. Often the tap just needs 
a new washer, which isn’t hard to fit. You can also save 
water by fitting flow restrictors or regulators to your 
home’s taps, or tap inserts that aerate the water. 

4. One of the best ways to save water is to install a 
grey-water recycling system. This typically takes waste 
water from the bath, shower and basin (and sometimes 
other waste water) and uses it for the loo and outside 
tap. There are various ways to do this, some of which 
are expensive, but it can be as straightforward as fitting 
a waste-pipe splitter to separate the water from your 
bathroom’s loo from the rooms’ other waste water. 

5. In the garden, rainwater can be collected in a 
-’ water butt by connecting it to 

a downpipe, which is a fairly 
simple DIY job. This makes 
watering the garden easier. 
A more elaborate version of 
this is a rainwater harvesting 
system. There are different 
versions, but it’s often a sys¬ 
tem that collects rain from 
the guttering and pumps it to 
where it’s needed. More than 
half of the mains water we use 
at home could be replaced by 
rainwater in this way, so it 
- could make a big difference. 

PRODUCT OF THE WEEK 

If you know someone who has a lot of painting to do, 
a bells-and-whistles roller set would make a cracking 
Christmas gift. Screwfix has a couple of great-value 
Harris ones that are currently on offer. Harris’ The Re¬ 
ally Big Roller Box (currently £23.99, Screwfix, www. 
screwfix.com) contains all sorts of decorating goodies, 
including different roller frames and sleeves (the 7in 
ones are excellent for medium-sized jobs), roller trays, 
an extension pole for painting ceilings, a useful tray lid 
and a disposable tray liner. 

This set is a fantastic starter kit, as is the Harris 
Decorators Kit 14 Piece Set (£14.99, Screwfix). This 
also contains various roller frames and sleeves that 
produce a good finish, but the best thing about it is the 
large paint scuttle. Unlike many scuttles, this one has 
a lid, so you can safety leave paint in it overnight and 
continue painting the next day, which is really useful. 
The scuttle’s also big enough to be used to mix and 
store paint in if you’re creating your own wall or ceiling 
colour - simple but brilliant. 

HOW-TO TIP 

If you discover a frozen pipe at home this winter, act 
quickly before it bursts. To defrost it, first check that 
it hasn’t split and that the fittings haven’t been pushed 
apart, then apply heat gently along the length of the 
pipe using a hairdryer - if the pipe leads to a tap, make 
sure it’s turned on. Call in a plumber immediately if 
you’re not confident you can deal with this yourself. 




Fill your home with the 
warm scent of Christmas 



A FESTIVE fragrance works won¬ 
ders for conjuring the Christmas 
spirit. 

The power of scent is well-known 

- it can turn back time, bring back 
memories and transport us to other 
worlds in a nanosecond, which proba¬ 
bly explains why more and more of us 
are embracing home fragrances. Espe¬ 
cially at Christmas time, when we feel 
nostalgic as well as merry. 

The season has its characteristic scents, 
from fir trees and woodsmoke to mince pies 
and mulled wine - and just a hint of those 
conjured by the magic of a room spray, can¬ 
dle or diffuser, can evoke the warm, wel¬ 
coming spirit of the festive season. 

There are a myriad more increasingly so¬ 
phisticated scents too, which can appeal in¬ 
dividually and say as much about our style 
and taste as a personal fragrance. 

“This winter, fragrance is all about the 
beauty of the outdoors, and those who want 
to be reminded of all their best childhood 
memories of the season need look no fur¬ 
ther than the enchantingly beautiful scents 
conjuring crisp frosted pines, fir tree, winter 
citrus, holly, ivy and soft white musk notes, 
representing the first snowfall of winter,” 
says Roz Wicks, marketing manager at fra¬ 
grance house, Symrise. 

“For some, nothing makes the season like 
the smell of spice and there’s an increased 
focus on food inspired scents this year - 
brambleberries, cranberries, clementines, 
cloves, gingerbread, roasted chestnuts, cin¬ 
namon, ginger, tonka beans and cardamom. 
These will fill the house with warmth and 
cheer on a cold, dark winter’s eve.” 

Those seeking glamorous scents for late- 
night winter soirees could, she suggests, 
embrace warm oriental notes to conjure a 
party atmosphere: rich frankincense, sweet 
myrrh, velvet rose, sandalwood, cedar and 
golden amber. 

Read on to find out how you can get the 
right scent for every seasonal occasion, 
whether to soothe stress as you battle with 
the preparations, conjure festive atmos¬ 
phere or simply ramp up the party spirit... 

WICK WISDOM 

Use a candle snuffer when extinguish¬ 
ing candles. This avoids movement in the 
wick and debris falling into the melted wax 
which will cause smoke when you relight. 
Ensure wicks are trimmed to a maximum 
length of 5mm before lighting and the wax 
is clear of debris or dust. Keep a candle on 
a flat surface and not near draughts, which 
can cause flickering and uneven burn. Make 
sure you burn a candle long enough so the 
wax fully pools across the surface, but no 
longer than four hours at a time. 

ADVENT COUNTDOWN 

Make each day in the lead up to Christ¬ 
mas special, with a fragrance of its own. 
Yankee Candle’s Advent House In The 
Snow, £27.99, features a tea light for every 
day in one of seven seasonal scents, includ¬ 
ing spiced orange, snowflake cookie and 
winter glow, as well as a Christmas Eve vo¬ 
tive. If you’d like to specifically match your 
fragrance to your personality, the compa¬ 
ny’s Fragrance Finder app can help you re¬ 
fine your choice (yankeecandle.co.uk). 
STRESS SOOTHERS 

For all its charm, the pressures of Christ¬ 
mas preparation can leave us feeling fraz¬ 
zled rather than festive - so call for the 
scent soothers! AromaWorks has four de¬ 
signed to appeal to the senses: Nurture to 
relax, Serenity to restore, Inspire to bring 
balance, and Soulful to calm jangled nerves, 
all available in their Box Of Signature 4 set, 
£42. 

Running a hot bath, dimming the lights 
and lying back to soak up the scent of an 
Elemis Spa Light Candle, £25, which aims 
to bring peace with vanilla, and then re-en- 
ergise with orange and cinnamon, is a great 
stress-buster. For an exotic take on tran¬ 
quillity, Japanese Takahashi Hiroko has 
an innovative new range of four fragrances, 
presented in bone china containers with 
striking monochrome designs. Ichi is red¬ 
olent of a rain-refreshed landscape with 
notes of lily of the valley, jasmine and vet- 
iver. Diffusers, £75 each, Unique & Unity. 

COSY NIGHTS 

Sitting by the fire writing shopping lists 

- or, more importantly, Santa requests - is 
essential, and the right scent could help you 
make light work of the task. “My favourite 
fragrance for this time of year is a blend of 


clementines, mulled wine and firewood, in 
Mulled Wine By The Fire,” says TV pre¬ 
senter Amanda Lamb. Air Wick Life Scents 
Mulled Wine By The Fire reed diffuser, £4, 
Asda. 

Alternatively, step in from the cold and 
be warmed by The White Company’s Win¬ 
ter scent, which blends notes of cinnamon 
and clove with a dash of fresh orange, for a 
traditional aroma. Pillar candles from £25. 

WOODLAND WALKS 

“Just like a favourite perfume, scented 
candles can transport us back in time and 
bring back wonderful memories, with many 
people using a favourite seasonal scent 
year after year,” says Laura Lee, a florist 
and event specialist who’s helped Kenneth 
Turner - the fragrance-maker beloved by 
celebrities including the Prince of Wales, 
Vanessa Redgrave and Sting - to create 
three new seasonal scents: Masquerade, 
Winter Berries and Midwinter, from £42 
each. 

“Midwinter’s based on a walk on Boxing 
Day through trees laden with lime-green 
mistletoe - so it includes the fragrance of 
that with pine, rosemary and thyme, and 
sparkling musks.” 

For a bright, bracing aroma also remi¬ 
niscent of a stroll in winter woodland, Jo 
Malone’s Pine & Eucalyptus Home Candle, 
£42, hits all the right notes. 


MAN UP 

Home fragrance doesn’t have to a girly 
pleasure nowadays, as there are plenty of 
scents to appeal to the boys. 

The tangy-sweet odour of old books, bees¬ 
wax polish and wood-panelling is conjured 
up for a ‘library’ scent using plum, peach, 
leather, violet and patchouli in Bibliotheque 
by Byredo. A limited-edition Room Spray, 
£60, Liberty. “It’s a timeless scent, unique 
and quite addictive,” says Byredo founder, 
Ben Gorham. 

Alternatively, a Havana Candle, from 
£20, Karma Feeling, combines the macho 
scent of Cuban tobacco and oak. 

PARTY SPARKLE 

Partying and socialising with family and 
friends is all part of the fun of the season. 
Before you pop a cork, instantly conjure a 
party atmosphere with a Champagne Rose 
Candle, £25, Voluspa, which has notes of 
brut rose Champagne, chilled and poured 
over cassis berries and edible white rose 
petals. 

The aptly-named Cocktail Gardener 
candle range from Amazon has four fra¬ 
grances, £30 each, created by mixologist, 
Lottie Muir. 

“These candles are inspired by years of 
experimenting with the intense aroma and 
flavour of plants to capture the joy of nature 
in a glass,” she says. Bloody Rosemary has 


uplifting notes of rosemary, grapefruit and 
oak, while Woodland Martini is a velvety 
mix of sage, Douglas fir needles, cedar and 
musk. 

DIVINE DINING 

Enhance a gourmet feast with Diptyque’s 
Liquidambar, from £28, which is spiced 
with nutmeg and cinnamon, then blended 
with muscovado sugar for a sweet aroma. 
Meanwhile, by Sainsbury’s Redcurrant And 
Cassis Cloche Candle, £15, is a rich fruity 
blend of crushed redcurrants, sweetened 
with pomegranate and plum. 

FLOWER POWER 

Heady floral fragrance adds a hint of lux¬ 
ury and evokes rooms filled with bouquets. 
“Perfume is said to complete a woman’s 
outfit, and home fragrance completes a 
home, because it should be tailored to the 
style and personality of the owner,” says 
Leo Gibbon, co-founder of new home fra¬ 
grance company, IIUVO. Its Ajon candle, 
£50, has a scent inspired by Gibbon’s moth¬ 
er’s floristry workshop and contains a blend 
of orange blossom, jasmine, rose and the es¬ 
sence of a classic gardenia (available direct 
from the company or from Liberty). 

For a budget-friendly option, check out 
the floral Leafy & Lovely Box Candle, cur¬ 
rently reduced from £6 to £4, Superdrug. 
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Wooden Houses Advent Calendar, £40. From John Lewis. Christmas tree decorations and lights from John Lewis. 






/ 



Swarovski Christmas Baubles, box of four, £45. From John Lewis. 


Key looks 



Linea 6.5ft fir tree, £70; champagne tree topper, £10 
and the bark tealight holder, £6, all available from 
House of Fraser. 



Father Christmas tin decorations, £3.99. The Oak Room. 





for winter 



#yf v i 

Matrioskas porcelain ornaments, £140. From Lladro. 



Fox head decoration £4.50. John Lewis. 


Traditional Christmas decorations, from £1.79, and 
Washington tree, 7.5ft, £379.99, available from Wyevale 



BIG, small, real or fake, it would be 
tree-son not to create a festive fo¬ 
cal point worthy of a gold star. Here 
we share three key looks for this 
winter... 

TRULY TRADITIONAL 

Red and green is the ultimate festive look, 
and has a timeless appeal which can be inter¬ 
preted in a retro way, or given a dash of kitsch. 

“This an absolute classic look with red par¬ 
ticularly strong this year and not only in deco¬ 
rations - there are also red berry lights,” says 
Roman. “There’s a lovely nostalgic feel to this 
style of decoration, which is seen in red candy 
cane and Santa stocking decorations. 

“This season, we’re seeing much more em¬ 
phasis on the texture and finishes of baubles 
- incorporating matt with shiny; shiny with 
glitter; or those which are ribbed. 

“Many have an ‘added extra’, such as a tiny 
charm attached to the top, or a ribbon with 
beading. 

“People could embellish their own baubles, 
by simply sourcing charms, stickers or dia¬ 
mante glitter from craft stores, or use a glitter 
pen to personalise them with names or mes¬ 
sages. Add to the red effect by pegging cards to 
red ribbon, which can be hung from banisters, 
curtain or picture rails. You can even add red 
bows to a wreath too.” 


by Gabrielle Fagan 

DECOR TIP: For a luxury look, dress your 
tree from the back to the front, hanging up to 
four baubles all along each branch, depending 
on their length. Place darker coloured baubles 
at the back (nearer to the trunk) and brighter 
shades nearer to the branch tip, to give the 
illusion of depth. Add to the richness with a 
string of Red Berry Lights, £24.99, and a bat¬ 
tery operated Tree Topper, £9.99, Dobbies 
Garden Centres, which also have a selection of 
artificial and real trees. 

TREE-MENDOUS TREATS: A luxuriant 
green 7.5ft artificial Washington tree, £379.99; 
decorations from £1.79 each, and a Luxury 
Berry & Pine Garland, £29.99, from Wyevale 
Garden Centres. 

Debenhams has plenty of red decorations 
to choose from, including a Pack Of Four Red 
Spotty Christmas Baubles, £12, or Set Of 16 
Red Assorted Christmas Baubles, £6. 

Embrace a yesteryear look with Father 
Christmas Tin Decorations, £3.99 each, The 
Oak Room. Similarly, John Lewis has a Glass 
Telephone Box Decoration, £5, and a Bombki 
Large Post Box or London Bus Glass Hanging 
Decorations, £30 each. 

A Red & White Wooden Houses Advent Cal¬ 
endar, reduced to £20 from £40, also from John 
Lewis, would be a perfect finishing touch. 


WOODLAND WAY 

Make a tree come alive with woodland crea¬ 
tures, for a look which will delight young and 
old alike. 

“This is a cosy, comforting look featuring all 
the British wildlife characters. 

“Owls are currently the most popular, along 
with squirrels, foxes, hedgehogs and stags,” 
says Roman. 

“Woodland motifs have featured strongly in 
decor for a while now, and the reddish brown 
shades of the squirrels and foxes key into the 
trend for copper tones in decor, so it’s not sur¬ 
prising that they’re popular for the tree. 

“Of course, tiny creatures will look perfectly 
at home on the branches and evoke a cosy, 
rustic feel. Stand a tree in an old barrel or a 
wicker tree hamper to complement that look.” 

DECOR TIP: Bring in nature by making 
your own simple hanging decorations. Deco¬ 
rate a tree branch by spray-painting and dec¬ 
orating with tinsel and baubles, to hang on a 
wall or display on a mantel. Spray pine cones 
or leaves with copper paint. Champagne Pine 
Cones Decorations, £6.99 for a set, Dobbies. 
Pack presents into a Hessian Christmas Santa 
Sack And Name Tag, £6.99, Not On The High 
Street. 

TREE-MENDOUS TREATS: A Linea 6ft 
Emerald Tree, currently reduced to £100 from 
£200, has an appropriately bushy-branched 
natural look. Alternatively, their Les Deux 


Alpes 6.5ft Tree, £200, currently available in 
stores, is a stunner. A collection of Linea Large 
Glitter Acorn Decorations, reduced from £8 to 
£4 each, would enhance the woodland effect. 

Make a tree come alive with an animal me¬ 
nagerie. Paperchase has Six Glass Animal 
Heads, including a rabbit, reindeer and fox, 
£12 for the set, and its Hendrick’s Stag Dec¬ 
oration is £6. 

John Lewis has a Fox Head Decoration, 
£4.50 (due back in stock mid-December); while 
George Home has a sweet Bottle Brush Squir¬ 
rel Hanging Decoration, £3. If you want to be 
playful with the theme, one of John Lewis’ 
bestselling decorations is its Glass Christmas 
Dog Bauble, £6, and their Snowdrift Penguin 
Soft Hanger, £4, is cute. 

WHITE MAGIC 

This look captures the atmosphere of a win¬ 
ter wood. 

“This is a magical, winter wonderland effect, 
which - because of its neutral colour palette - 
works with any decor and is hugely popular,” 
says Roman. 

“Lightly flocked artificial trees with twin¬ 
kling pre-lit white lights are perfect for this, 
and then all you need is a collection white or 
silver baubles - the ‘less is more’ rule definitely 
applies to this style. If pure white is too cool 
for your taste, warm up the effect with a few 
gold baubles. 


“This metallic finish is enjoying a revival 
and will feature very strongly in collections 
next Christmas too. For a finishing touch, 
make snowballs by simply rolling white or sil¬ 
ver strands of tinsel into a ball, and pop them 
in between branches.” 

DECOR TIP: If you’re adding strings of 
lights to a tree and want to check to see if 
they’re evenly placed, turn them on and look 
at them from the other side of the room by 
squinting through half-closed eyes. 

Neon signs are bang-on-trend this season 
and John Lewis’ White Noel Battery Operated 
Sign, £20, would look brilliant near a tree or 
on a mantel. Alternatively, The Handpicked 
Collection has illuminated letters spelling out 
‘JOY’; Joy Light, £49.95. 

TREE-MENDOUS TREATS: A 2.2m Cran- 
mere Pre-lit Christmas Tree, with 400 LED 
lights, from £299.99, Dobbies. 

House of Fraser’s Linea 6ft Pre Lit Flocked 
Whistler Tree is just as handsome and is cur¬ 
rently reduced from £230 to £115. For a stylish 
contemporary effect, John Lewis has a 4ft Pre¬ 
lit Birch Cluster, a chic arrangement of trees 
on a stand, £100 (re-stocked mid-December). 

Glamour and sparkle combine in Swarovski 
Christmas Baubles, £45 for set of four, and for 
a Narnia effect, a Snowdrift Acrylic Glitter 
Stag, £4, both John Lewis. 

The Matrioskas Ornaments, a set of three 
striking white and gold porcelain dolls, £140, 
Lladro, are an unusual collector’s set. 
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Many senior people will resort to cost-saving measures this winter 


0ver-50s worried by cost of heating 


IT’S not the cost of Christmas, it’s the cost of heat¬ 
ing their home that’s worrying the over-50s. 

As temperatures take a dip, many over-50s are 
taking desperate measures in order to meet the cost 
of heating their home this winter. One in five said 
they will struggle to pay their bills and nearly one 
in ten (nine per cent) said they would have to go to 
bed earlier and get up later in order to avoid putting 
their heating on. 

Compared to the same period last year, energy 
prices have remained relatively stable. However, 
despite this over half of over-50s are concerned 
about the cost of energy this winter, with those in 
the North East, Scotland and Wales showing the 
most concern. 

When asked what other measures some would 
have to take to ensure they can afford to keep warm 
in winter, three in five over-50s said they would 
have to wear extra clothing or only put the heating 
on at certain times of the day (61 per cent and 60 
per cent respectively). Almost a third (30 per cent) 
said that they would not heat as many rooms and 
for a shocking one in eight, parts of their homes will 
become no-go areas once the chill sets in. 


Whilst one in ten would go to bed earlier and get 
up later, one in ten also said that they would only 
put their heating on as a last resort. 

Lisa Harris, head of communications for Saga, 
said “Keeping warm in winter is not a luxury, it’s 
essential for many to keep fit and well. People 
shouldn’t be afraid of putting the heating on, but 
one in ten to admit that they would only put their 
heating on as a last resort. However, there are often 
lots of relatively simple measures that people can 
take to help keep control of their energy bills.” 

As well as getting on to the cheapest tariff pos¬ 
sible, Saga publishing have some tips for helping 
people find ways in which they can save energy and 
cut bills. 

1. A massive 20 per cent of your home’s heat es¬ 
capes through cracks and gaps around doors and 
windows. Use draught excluders, well-lined curtains 
and make sure windows are properly sealed. 

2. Setting your central heating timer correctly is a 
simple way to save energy. Fix the heating to come 
on for a couple of hours when you wake up to make 
those chilly morning showers much more bearable, 
and then for a couple of hours again in the evening. 


Don’t waste money by having the heating on during 
the day when no-one is reaping the benefits. 

3. Loft insulation is effective for at least 40 years 
and it can save you up to £250 on your energy bills 
each year. In a bungalow, it is even more essential 
that you install loft insulation as the larger surface 
area of the roof, compared to a house, will mean that 
heat can escape at a quicker rate. As a bungalow is a 
single-floor home, it would be a good idea to perhaps 
light a fire rather than putting your central heating 
on, as the rooms will heat up quicker. 

4. Insulating your walls properly can save you up 
to £460 a year. Approximately a third of all heat lost 
in an uninsulated home is through the walls, there¬ 
fore it is important to ensure you install the correct 
type of wall insulation. Depending on the type of 
walls you have, cavity wall insulation or internal/ 
external wall insulation will help reduce heat loss. 

5. The Energy Saving Trust estimates we can save 
a collective £1.7 billion a year by switching electrical 
items off. Turn off lights, TVs and phone chargers. 
Three quarters of those with a spare TV keep it on 
standby. Most importantly, don’t think standby 
does the job. Off means off. 


Keep your property safe 
against winter weather 



We could be in for more dramatic storms this winter 


There are many ways to minimise storm damage 


AS the winter weather steps up 
a notch, we present some simple 
steps for protecting your abode 
from the elements. 

The cold is coming, and homeowners in 
the UK are being encouraged to protect 
their properties and prepare for what looks 
set to be a grim winter - especially if this 
month’s recent storms are anything to go 
by! 

Insurance firms are already advising cus¬ 
tomers on how to shield their properties 
from the disruptive weather - not least by 
checking the type of policy and provider 
they currently have in place. 

Once you have the correct home insur¬ 
ance, with adequate building and contents 
cover, follow this easy guide to caring for 
your estate pre-storm... 

CHECKLIST 

It’s worth checking your property and its 
immediate surroundings for obvious, pre¬ 
ventable risks. 

If any home and garden improvements 
need tending to, now is the time to do the 
work. 

This could include falling roof tiles, 
broken fences and crumbling brickwork - 
things which may appear harmless at first 
glance, but could end up costing more post¬ 
storm, and pose harm to your home and 
family. 

KEEP IT SEALED 

During high winds, speed can fluctuate 
and place huge pressure on every element 
of the building. 

To avoid this, or at the very least mini¬ 
mise the hazards it can cause, homeowners 
should look to keep their property well- 
sealed externally. 

Inspect all exterior corners and outdoor 
water faucets, and seal any gaps in outer 
walls or foundations with foam or caulk, 
to prevent cold air and water entering the 
home. 

UP ON THE ROOF 

The roof is one of the most exposed parts 
of a home, so it goes without saying it needs 
to be secured properly during stormy con¬ 
ditions. 

Steer clear of walking across the roof 
yourself (especially in adverse weather), 
and instead, inspect it from the ground or 
inside of the loft. 

If you spot mould, outside light coming 
through, rusted nails, sagging material, 
loose sheathing or signs of leaking, call in 
a specialist to get it checked properly and 
sorted out. Damaged guttering must be con¬ 
sidered too. 

A REAL PANE 

When gale-force winds are howling out¬ 
side and the windows are rattling, it’s easy 
to worry they’ll combust at any given mo¬ 
ment. 

Realistically, if you draughtproof your 
windows and doors with a sealant, secure 
entry doors with a hinge and locks, and 
consider installing solid or hollow metal 
doors, it’s unlikely you’ll experience exten¬ 
sive damage - if any. If extreme conditions 
ensue and flying debris becomes an issue, 
protect the windows and any French doors 
with some plywood. 


GARDEN GUSTO 

It’s a strange sight when you spot a large 
trampoline suddenly lift off the ground and 
fly through the air and over your neigh¬ 
bour’s fence, not to mention the damage 


such things can cause when they become 
airborne. So avoid the inevitable by ensur¬ 
ing all garden furniture - including bar¬ 
becues, toys and anything else that could 
be launched into the air - is either firmly 


secured or stored away. Trim back any sus¬ 
pect trees and park your car out of their 
path or, if possible, in a garage. Finally, 
secure garage doors and be sure yours is 
strong enough to withstand high winds. 



Windows will withstand high winds if sealed properly 



It’s worth checking your roof for faults 
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Fun is all around in 
Marti’s magic role 



Pellowtalk — 1980s pop star turns panto villain in Brum’s big panto show 


“I’ve not been to a panto since my 
youth. But those memories from my 
youth were phenomenal. I would be 
right up at the back at the King’s 
Theatre (Glasgow) and they were 
magic. It was total escapism. That’s 


the beauty of theatre, that’s the 
beauty of the story of Aladdin.” 

Aladdin opens on Saturday and 
continues until January 31. See www. 
birminghamhippodrome.com or call 
0844 338 5000. 


BIRMINGHAM Hippodrome’s 
spectacular pantomime 
Aladdin is a star-studded ex¬ 
travaganza that bills itself as 
not only the Midlands’ best 
panto but Britain’s biggest! 

This year’s glittering line-up stars 
Wet Wet Wet singer Marti Pellow as 
Abanazar, Julian Clary as the Slave 
of the Ring, and West End star Lee 
Mead as Aladdin. Returning by popu¬ 
lar demand is funnyman Matt Slack, 
this time as Wishee Washee, and An¬ 
drew Ryan plays the Dame for the 
25th time as Widow Twankey. 

The show is packed with sensa¬ 
tional special effects including a 
magical 3D flying carpet ride, laugh- 
out-loud comedy, and an Aladdin’s 
cave of lavish sets and costumes. 

Julian Clary is an old hand at the 
panto format. He was at Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Grand Theatre last year 
and will raise laughs with his double 
entendres. 

For Pellow it will be a new expe¬ 
rience, but he said he didn’t think 
twice when asked to star, saying: “I 
have this thing at the end of each year 
when a lot of my friends in the theatre 
tell me they’re off to do a panto. 

“I’ve never done one before, it had 
never been on my list. I remember 
panto as a kid and I loved it; that was 
in the days of Stanley Baxter. 

“Then I was approached by Mi¬ 
chael Harrison, the MD of Qdos. We’d 
worked together on The Witches of 
Eastwick. He said I’d be perfect for 
the part of Abanazar. The pantos that 
Michael put on are all ‘wow’. So, to be 
part of it is a no-brainer. 



Carols and 
the classics 

NO venues throw themselves more wholeheartedly into the 
Christmas spirit than Birmingham Town Hall and Sympho¬ 
ny Hall. Guest hosts including Alan Titchmarsh and Aled 
Jones (pictured left) will lead the festivities as the city con¬ 
cert venues host a feast of carols and seasonal classical music. 

The City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra’s Festive 
Favourites concerts are as much a part of Brum’s celebra¬ 
tions as the German Market and the Hippodrome panto. 
TV personality Alan Titchmarsh is the guest host for three 
evening concerts on Friday, Sunday and Monday, plus a 3pm 
matinee on Sunday. Conducted by Simon Halsey and joined 
by CBSO associates, this will be a joyous start to the season. 

On Saturday at Symphony Hall it’s Christmas with Aled 
Jones as the Welsh singer and presenter leads carols, backed 
by the City of Birmingham Choir and London Concert Or¬ 
chestra, and special guests. Ghost stories are traditional at 
this time of year and on Sunday Clive Andrews recreates the 
night at the Town Hall in December 1853 when Charles Dick¬ 
ens himself read A Christmas Carol to a spellbound audience. 

Jonathan Cohan leads a Christmas Carol Singalong at 
Symphony Hall on Monday at 2.30pm, joined by special guest 
West End star Louise Dearman. It’s Carols by Candlelight 
when the Mozart Festival Chorus and Orchestra, in period 
costume, perform on Tuesday evening. White Christmas on 
Wednesday is a feast of festive music featuring singers Ja- 
cinta Whyte and Tim Howard with Capital Voices and London 
Concert Orchestra at Symphony Hall. The orchestra returns 
at 2.30pm the next day for Christmas Eve Classics with Bir¬ 
mingham Choral Union and Four Oaks Cluster Choir. 

To book see www.thsh.co.uk or call 0121 345 0600. 


West End performer 
returns with concert 

A FORMER amateur performer 
from Lichfield who has found 
success on the London stage is 
returning to the West Midlands 
for a special show. 

Cameron Sharp, who now 
lives in London, has appeared 
in the hit musical Rock of Ages 
in the West End and on tour but 
tomorrow (Fri) returns home 
with an evening of swing, soul 
and musical theatre tunes at the 
Arena Theatre in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. He will be accompanied by 
an 18-piece band, The Infinity 
Jazz Orchestra. Guest singers 
and friends will also join him for 
a performance that’s also likely 
to include some festive sparkle. 

Tickets are £18, call 01902 
321321. 


Justin is back for a 
brand new Purpose 

TEEN pop sensation Justin 
Bieber has announced two con¬ 
cert dates at Birmingham city 
centre’s Bar clay card Arena 
next autumn. 

The Canadian singer will 
be performing at the venue on 
October 17 and 18 with tickets 
starting from £56.95 (plus fee) 
up to £135.70. 

Tickets were going on general 
sale from 9am today (Thurs¬ 
day, December 17) from www. 
theticketfactory.com website. 

The 21-year-old star has 
reached the nol chart spot in 
more than 100 countries with 
his new album Purpose, featur¬ 
ing the massive hit song What 
Do You Mean. 


Blast Off with the 
Neds at Civic gig 

ONE of the best party atmos¬ 
pheres is likely to be at Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Hall on Saturday 
when Stourbridge band Ned’s 
Atomic Dustbin have organised 
the inaugural Kill Your Televi¬ 
sion Festival, and will play their 
first new song in 21 years. 

The Neds have performed 
numerous sell-out shows at the 
venue in recent years. Front¬ 
man Jonn Penney said: “Ever 
since we reformed with all five 
original members in 2006 we 
have entertained the idea of 
writing new songs.” The gig 
will also feature The Wedding 
Present, The Primitives and 
Eat, plus a return for legendary 
indie club night Blast Off. 



Last Few Places For Christmas And New Year. 
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DISCOUNT 

From takeaway menu 
price on collection 
orders only 


FREE DELIVERY 


on orders over £15 within 
a 3 mile radius, orders 
between £10 - £15 and 
within 3 mile radius 
incur a charge of £1.50 


VERY 3000 


Silver Award from 
Dudley Primary 
Care Trust for 
Healthy Food 
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERS 


FROM 


HOTH DECEMBER ZOHS - 3RD JANUARY ZOHC 
WE OPEN (b.OO AM-HO PM EVERY DAY 







MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 

THERE ARE MANY MORE SPECIAL PRICES IN STORE. WE ALWAYS TRY OUR BEST TO KEEP KEEN PRICES. 

WE ARE HARRY TO SERVE YOU. 

Ol 384 255575 
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CHOICE 



Claudia Winkleman 


Strictly Come Dancing Grand 
Final 

(BBC1, 6.35pm) 

The four couples gather one last 
time forthe 2015 Grand Final. 
Tensions are high as the 
celebrities and their partners 
face yet more turns on the dance¬ 
floor. Tonight, the contestants will 
be hoping the judges will be kind 
with morethanjusttheirscores, 
as Len Goodman, Darcey Bussell, 
Craig Revel Horwood and Bruno 
Tonioli will also be deciding which 
of the stars’ previous routines will 
be revisited in the first of tonight’s 
dances. For their second 
performance, the duos must 
dazzle both the panel and the 
audience at home with their 
‘show dance’. Once all eight 
routines are complete, the phone 
lines will open, giving viewers a 
chance to decide which of the 
competitors will be progressing 
through to the final three. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin - Home 
Comforts at Christmas. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Football Focus. 

12.55 Sports Personality-The Final 12. 
(R) 1.55 Film: The Muppets. (2011) 
Comedy, starring Jason Segel. 3.30 The 
Hunt. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 5.25 BBC 
News. 5.35 Regional Programme. 5.45 
Pointless Celebrities. 

6.35 Strictly Come Dancing Grand 
Final. The remaining four couples 
gather one last time for the 2015 
Grand Final. Tensions are high as, 
after 13 weeks of performances, 
the celebrities and their 
professional partners face yet 
more turns on the dance-floor. 
Tonight, the contestants will be 
hoping the judges will be kind with 
more than just their scores, as Len 
Goodman, Darcey Bussell, Craig 
Revel Horwood and Bruno Tonioli 
will also be deciding which of the 
stars’ previous routines will be 
revisited in the first of tonight’s 
dances. For their second 
performance, the duos must 
dazzle both the panel and the 
audience at home with their “show 
dance”. Once all eight routines are 
complete, the phone lines will 
open, giving viewers a chance to 
decide which of the competitors 
will be progressing through to the 
final three. 

8.00 Casualty. Christmas Eve arrives, 
and a nervous Cal goes to meet his 
birth mother. Meanwhile, Dixie 
learns her superiors are 
investigating Jess’s complaint. 
8.50 The National Lottery Live. Frankie 
Bridge of The Saturdays joins Ore 
Oduba to push the Lotto button as 
the all-important winning numbers 
are revealed. 

9.00 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. The final three couples 
revisit their favourite routines in 
one last round of performances, 
before viewers decide which star 
should be named the champion. 
Last in the series. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Highlights of 
the latest games, including 
Manchester United v Norwich City 
and Everton v Leicester City; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.55 The Apprentice. The five 
remaining candidates must face 
the interview process. (R) 

12.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.00 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 6.50 
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 7.45 
Africa’s Fishing Leopards: Natural World. 
(R) 8.45 Film: Underdog. (2007) 10.00 
Film: Bridge to Terabithia. (2007) 11.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 12.00 Best 
Christmas Bakes Ever. 12.45 Film: The 
Bishop’s Wife. (1947) Fantasy, starring 
Cary Grant. 2.30 Film: Splash! (1984) 
Romantic fantasy comedy, with Tom 
Hanks and Daryl Hannah. 4.10 Flog It! 
5.00 Film: Dad’s Army. (1971) British 
comedy, starring Arthur Lowe. 

6.35 The Perfect Morecambe & Wise 
Christmas Special. Compilations 
each featuring a selection of 
classic sketches and routines from 
the comedy duo’s shows. (R) 

7.05 Japan: Earth’s Enchanted 
Islands. Life on Japan’s 
northernmost island Hokkaido, a 
place where tough animals and 
ingenious people have adapted to 
the extremes of the seasons. Last 
in the series. (R) 

8.05 Porridge. Mackay and 

Barraclough discover Fletch is 
making booze in his cell and the 
crafty con seems certain to spend 
Christmas in solitary. Festive 
special from 1976, with Ronnie 
Barker. (R) 

8.50 Rudolf Nureyev-Dance to 
Freedom. Dramatised 
documentary detailing the story of 
Rudolf Nureyev, the Soviet ballet 
dancer who defected to the West 
in 1961, becoming a living legend 
in the process. Bolshoi Ballet star 
Artem Ovcharenko steps into 
Nureyev’s slippers, recreating the 
Kirov Ballet company’s 1961 
European tour, which provided the 
dancer with the opportunity to 
defect at Paris’s Le Bourget airport 
on June 16. 

10.20 Ql XL. Jenny Eclair, Johnny Vegas 
and Bill Bailey join regular panellist 
Alan Davies for an extended 
edition of the quiz show, in which 
host Stephen Fry offers up 
seasonal merriment. 

11.05 The Rise of James Brown: Mr 
Dynamite. Documentary charting 
the singer’s journey from 
impoverished beginnings to 
becoming one of the biggest 
names in music, and revealing his 
pivotal role in the civil rights 
movement. (R) 

12.45 Film: SoulBoy. (2010) Drama, 
starring Martin Compston, Felicity Jones 
and Nichola Burley. 2.05 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.00 
The Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.30 Film: The Mirror Crack’d. 
(1980) 1.35 Celebrity Squares. (R) 2.15 
Doc Martin. (R) 3.15 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 5.10 Regional Programme 
; Weather.5.20 ITV News; Weather. 5.35 
Keep It in the Family Christmas Special. 
6.35 Film: The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey. (2012) Unassuming 
hobbit Bilbo Baggins is pulled out 
of his comfortable life when 
Gandalf the wizard volunteers him 
for a dangerous quest. He joins a 
party of dwarves who are on a 
mission to reclaim their lost 
homeland, which has been taken 
over by a dragon. The first part of 
Peter Jackson’s fantasy adventure 
trilogy based on JRR Tolkien’s 
novel, starring Martin Freeman, 

Ian McKellen and Richard 
Armitage. 

9.45 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 

host is given yet another chance to 
indulge his geek side as he 
welcomes Harrison Ford to take a 
seat on the sofa. The veteran 
Hollywood star will no doubt face 
a barrage of questions about the 
making of the highly anticipated 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens, 
which hit cinemas on Thursday 
last week. Also visiting the studio 
are David Walliams, who is 
fronting Channel 4’s countdown of 
the nation’s favourite children’s 
book this festive season, and 
Jamie Oliver, whose health- 
oriented recipe book Everyday 
Super Food hit shelves back in 
August. Plus, singer-songwriter 
Jess Glynne performs. 

10.50 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: Notting Hill. (1999) A 

London bookshop owner falls for a 
glamorous Hollywood film star, 
but intrusive media interest makes 
for a tricky relationship. Romantic 
comedy, with Hugh Grant, Julia 
Roberts, Rhys Ifans and Emma 
Chambers. 

1.20 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 Great Ethiopian Run 2015. 7.10 
Survival of the Fittest. 7.35 Snowman 
Triathlon. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 
Live coverage from Ascot and Haydock 
Park. 4.00 Channel 4 News. 4.10 The 
Simpsons. (R) 4.40 The Simpsons. 5.10 
Film: Arthur Christmas. (2011) 

Animated comedy, with the voice of 
James McAvoy. 

7.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 

Featuring geysers erupting in the 
middle of a city, clouds that look 
like they have been cut with a 
razor, red rainbows, zombie trees 
and bridges struck by strong 
winds that are so fierce the 
structures start to wobble. 

8.00 Film: Star Trek. (2009) The 
trainee crew members of the 
starship Enterprise embark on 
their maiden flight, which pits 
them against a Romulan 
commander from the future who is 
planning a horrific revenge on 
those he blames for a tragedy in 
his own time. Sci-fi adventure 
based on the original TV series, 
starring Chris Pine, Zachary 
Quinto, Eric Bana, Zoe Saldana 
and Leonard Nimoy. 

10.30 Film: Watchmen. (2009) At the 
height of the Cold War, former 
superheroes discover a conspiracy 
when one of their number is 
murdered. Comic-book drama, 
starring Patrick Wilson and Jackie 
Earle Haley. 

1.30 TFI Friday Christmas Special. Chris 
Evans is joined by co-host Alan 
Partridge. Guests include James Corden, 
Jack Whitehall and Lee Mack, and there 
is music by Sir Tom Jones, Bryan Adams 
and Lianne La Havas. (R) 2.55 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. While Porsche 
encourages Cleo to go to the police, 
Lindsey uses Mercedes’s drinking habit 
to her advantage, and Grace and Darren 
are shocked when Charlie starts talking. 
(R) 5.05 Hugh’s 3 Good Things. The 
chefs create dishes using nuts. Hugh 
Fearnley-Whittingstall uses walnuts to 
make baklava, accompanied by ricotta 
and honeycomb with hazelnuts stirred in. 
(R) 5.20 Hugh’s 3 Good Things: Best 
Bites. Cooking with chocolate. (R) 5.25 
Location, Location, Location. Couples 
search for their ideal properties. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show. 

11.30 Film: A Country Christmas Story. 
(2013) 1.20 Film: This Christmas. 

(2007) Comedy drama, starring Delroy 
Undo. 3.30 Film: Angel at Christmas. 
(2009) Premiere. Comedy drama, 
starring Kari Hawker. 5.10 Film: A 
Boyfriend for Christmas. (2004) 
Romantic drama, starring Kelli Williams. 

6.55 Crackers About Christmas. 
Eccentric people who are always in 
the festive holiday spirit, including 
a man who celebrates Christmas 
every day and whose daily routine 
includes posting himself cards, 
breakfasting on mince pies and 
sherry, wrapping and opening 
presents, dining with guests on 
roast turkey and watching the 
Queen’s speech. Plus, a woman 
whose home is full of Christmas 
baubles, and a man who has set 
up his own school for Santas. (R) 

7.55 Michael Buble’s Christmas 
Songbook. The Canadian crooner 
sings Christmas classics, joined 
on stage in Vancouver by Rod 
Stewart, Blake Shelton, Carly Rae 
Jepsen, Elmo and Oscar the 
Grouch. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s matches, including 
Brighton & Hove Albion v 
Middlesbrough and Rotherham v 
Hull City in the Championship. 
Plus, all the goals from Leagues 
One and Two, where match-ups 
included Coventry City v Oldham 
Athletic and Hartlepool United v 
Plymouth Argyle. There is also a 
round-up of the main talking 
points, and interviews with a 
selection of players and managers. 

10.30 Britain’s Favourite Abba Songs. A 
countdown of the Swedish pop 
group’s 20 most popular songs, 
with celebrity fans including Jane 
McDonald and Liz McClarnon 
introducing their favourite clips. 

11.55 Abba: Live in Concert. The 
Swedish band in concert during 
their six-night residence at 
London’s Wembley Arena in 
November 1979, featuring hits 
including Voulez-Vous, Dancing 
Queen and Waterloo. (R) 

1.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Meet the 
Psychopaths. (R) 4.00 Benefits Britain: 
Life on the Dole. (R) 4.50 Make It Big. 

(R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
Botswana Special 9.00 Film: Enemy of 
the State (1998) 11.05 Family Guy 1.20 
The Mighty Boosh 

BBC Four 

7.00 Empire of the Seas: How the Navy 
Forged the Modern World 8.00 The 
Golden Age of Steam Railways 9.00 The 
Bridge 11.00 10 Things You Didn’t Know 
About Earthquakes 12.00 10 Things You 
Didn’t Know About Tsunamis 
ITV2 

11.20 Scorpion 12.15 Funniest Ever 
You’ve Been Framed! 1.15 Film: Mr 
Magorium’s Wonder Emporium (2007) 

3.10 Film: Santa Baby (2006) 5.00 Merry 
Christmas Mr Bean 5.35 Film: Ella 
Enchanted (2004) 7.25 Film: Tim 
Burton’s The Nightmare Before Christmas 
(1 993) 9.00 Film: The Bourne 
Supremacy (2004) 11.10 Celebrity Juice: 
BestestBits2015 Parti 12.10Through 
the Christmas Keyhole 1.15 Tricked 2.10 
Viral Tap 2.45 Film: Baby Mama (2008) 
4.25 The Almost Impossible Gameshow 
ITV3 

11.50 Film: Swallows and Amazons 
(1974) 1.40 By Royal Appointment 2.50 
Film: The Queen (2006) 4.55 Film: 
Columbo: It’s All in the Game (1993) 6.55 
Rosemary & Thyme 8.00 Housewife, 49 
10.00 Lewis 12.05 A Touch of Frost 2.10 
Film: Murder on the Orient Express 
(1974) 4.20 Wycliffe 5.15 On the Buses 
ITV4 

12.05 Storage Wars: New York 1.05 
Storage Wars: Texas 2.05 Film: Jeremiah 
Johnson (1972) 4.20 Fifth Gear 5.20 
Formula E: Sound of the Future 6.00 Live 
FIA Formula E Championship. The Punta 
del Este ePrix. 8.30 Film: Jackie Chan’s 
First Strike (1996) 10.15 Film: Rambo III 
(1988) 12.20 Film: Police Academy 
(1984) 2.15 Film: Quadrophenia (1979) 
E4 

12.00 The Goldbergs 1.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 3.00 Film: Lemony Snicket’s A 
Series of Unfortunate Events (2004) 5.00 
The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The 
Inbetweeners Movie (2011) 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners Top 10 Moments 12.00 
The Inbetweeners 2.15 The Inbetweeners 
Top 10 Moments 3.10 Howto... Get 
Stinking Rich 3.35 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.20 The Mindy Project 4.40 
Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 Arrietty (2010) 1.00 A Knight’s Tale 
(2001) 3.40 The Longest Day (1962) 

7.10 Men in Black II (2002) 9.00 Life of 
Pi (2012) 11.25 WolfCop (2014) 1.00 
Thirst (2009) 3.45 Close 
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SUNDAY’S TV DECEMBER 20” 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



The Sound of Music Live! 
(ITV, 7.30pm) 

You can’t beat a bit of The 
Sound of Music at Christmas - 
the film version is sure to pop 
up in the schedules at some 
point, but ITV is really pushing 
the boat out by launching a live 
version of the musical to help 
celebrate the movie’s 50th 
anniversary. Perhaps the 
biggest is surprise is the identity 
of the lead actress - Kara 
Tointon, who plays novice nun- 
turned-governess. We know she 
can act and her dance skills 
were revealed when she won 
Strictly Come Dancing in 2010, 
but can she sing? We’ll find out 
tonight when she takes to the 
stage alongside West End and 
Downton Abbey star Julian 
Ovenden, who portrays Captain 
Von Trapp. Katherine Kelly, 
Alexander Armstrong and Mel 
Giedroyc also appear. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Fern Britton Meets Baroness Brady. 

11.00 Flomes Under the Flammer. (R) 
12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Film: Rise of the 
Guardians. (2012) Animated adventure, 
with the voice of Chris Pine. 2.40 Merry 
Madagascar. (R) 3.05 Film: Toy Story 3. 
(2010) Animated adventure, with the 
voices of Tom Flanks and Tim Allen. 4.45 
The Christmas Big Sing. 5.25 BBC News. 
5.40 Regional Programme. 5.50 
Countryfile: Cornish Coastal Christmas. 
6.50 Sports Personality of the Year 
2015. Gary Lineker, Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan present this 
year’s ceremony live from the SSE 
Arena in Belfast, where the 
successor to Lewis Hamilton will 
be crowned. Hamilton himself is 
among the 12 contenders, and will 
be hoping to land back-to-back 
wins at this ceremony, having 
delivered another Formula 1 world 
title in 2015 to maintain his recent 
dominance of the sport. The other 
nominees are world champion 
athletes Jessica Ennis-Hill, Mo 
Farah and Greg Rutherford, Davis 
Cup hero Andy Murray, footballer 
Lucy Bronze, newly crowned 
world heavyweight champion 
Tyson Fury, cyclists Chris Froome 
and Lizzie Armitstead, swimmer 
Adam Peaty, gymnast Max 
Whitlock and former Leeds Rhinos 
captain Kevin Sinfield - the first- 
ever candidate from rugby league. 
In addition, awards will be handed 
out in categories such as Team of 
the Year, Coach of the Year and 
Unsung Hero, and the Helen 
Rollason Award will be bestowed 
upon someone who epitomises 
courage and has the ability to 
inspire others. 

9.00 The Apprentice. The finalists must 
launch their business in the final 
task, including creating a brand 
and unveiling their campaign to an 
audience of industry experts. Last 
in the series. 

11.00 BBC News. 

11.20 Regional Programme. 

11.30 Have I Got a Bit More News for 
You. Compilation of the satirical 
quiz, looking back at the big news 
events of 2015, with team captains 
Ian Hislop and Paul Merton, and 
guest hosts and panellists. Last in 
the series. 

12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.15 BBC News. 


6.15 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.15 
Countryfile. (R) 8.15 An Island Parish: 
Falklands. (R) 8.45 Natural World: 
Beavers Behaving Badly. (R) 9.45 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 
Simply Nigella: Christmas Special. (R) 

12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Hi-de-Hi! (R) 

1.45 Equestrian: Olympia. 4.30 Some 
Mothers Do ’Ave ’Em. (R) 5.20 Flog It! 
6.25 The Good Life. Margo and Jerry 

are forced to spend Christmas with 
Tom and Barbara. Seasonal special 
from 1977. (R) 

6.50 Christmas University Challenge. 

New series. Jeremy Paxman chairs 
the first in a series of special 
festive edition of the quiz, with 
famous graduates of University 
College London and the University 
of Birmingham. 

7.20 To The Manor Born: 25th 
Anniversary Special. Christmas 
revival from 2007. Audrey 
prepares to celebrate her wedding 
anniversary, but finds the event 
threatened by secrets from her 
husband’s past and her feckless 
nephew. (R) 

8.20 Film: Safe Haven. (2013) 
Premiere. A woman trying to make 
a fresh start in a coastal town 
realises she must confront the 
dark past she is running from. 
Romantic drama, with Julianne 
Hough and Josh Duhamel. 

10.10 Live at the Apollo Christmas 
Special 2015. Nina Conti hosts a 
special festive edition of the stand- 
up show from the Hammersmith 
Apollo, featuring Tanyalee Davis, 
Hal Cruttenden and Josh 
Widdicombe. Last in the series. 
10.55 Family Guy. Peter, Joe, Cleveland 
and Quagmire help throw Jesus an 
important birthday party. 
Animation following the 
misadventures of America’s 
disaster-prone Griffin family. (R) 
11.15The Javone Prince Show. The 
actor pokes fun at the more 
ridiculous elements of modern life 
via stand-up performances, 
comedy sketches and music. (R) 

11.45 Country Strife: Abz on the Farm. 
Former boy band member Abz 
Love and his girlfriend Vicky Fallon 
try to start their own smallholding 
in Wales. (R) 

12.15 Special Forces - Ultimate Hell 
Week. (R) 2.15 Sign Zone: Countryfile. 
(R) 3.15 Holby City. (R) 4.15 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at Christmas. 
(R) 4.55 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.00 
The Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Lego DC Comics: Batman Be-Leaguered. 
(R) 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 FIA Formula E 
Championship. 10.20 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.20 ITV News; Weather. 
11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 
The Unforgettable Dick Emery. (R) 1.00 
Doc Martin. (R) 3.00 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 5.00 Tipping Point for Text 
Santa. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Jekyll and Hyde. Robert has no 
wish to find the monster that is 
killing wealthy young men, but the 
trail is too compelling to resist. It 
leads him to a fight with a beautiful 
vampire who shocks him with the 
news that she’s his sister, Olalla. 
She also tells him Dance is alive 
and being rebuilt by eel creatures. 
Robert is suspicious of a trap and 
sets a test - if she can turn into a 
Jekyll he’ll believe her. Fantasy 
adventure, starring Tom Bateman 
and Wallis Day. 

7.30 The Sound of Music Live! Popular 
musical The Sound of Music is 
brought to life on soundstages at 
London’s Three Mills Studio, in a 
live TV dramatisation of the 
timeless story of Maria and the 
von Trapp family. Based on the 
original, the drama will include 
classic songs such as How Do You 
Solve a Problem Like Maria, 
Edelweiss, Do-Re-Mi, My 
Favourite Things, Climb Ev’ry 
Mountain, and the title song. 
Starring Kara Tointon, Julia 
Ovenden, Katherine Kelly and 
Alexander Armstrong. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Film: Love Actually. (2003) 

Interlinked tales of several people 
in search of love. Richard Curtis’s 
romantic comedy, with Hugh 
Grant, Martine McCutcheon, 

Emma Thompson, Colin Firth, Bill 
Nighy and Liam Neeson. 

12.45 Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 
3.00 Motorsport UK. 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. Text-based information 
service. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
Guests air their differences. (R) 


6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 1.25 Film: Hachi: A 
Dog’s Tale. (2009) Fact-based family 
drama, starring Richard Gere. 3.15 Film: 
The Addams Family. (1991) Black 
comedy, starring Anjelica Huston. 5.10 
Channel 4 News. 5.30 Ice Age: A 
Mammoth Christmas. (R) 

6.00 Film: Home Alone. (1990) A boy 
has to fend for himself when he is 
accidentally left behind after his 
family jets off to Paris for 
Christmas. The youngster initially 
enjoys his freedom, but is soon 
forced to resort to ingenious 
booby traps to defend the family 
home from two dim-witted 
burglars. Comedy, starring 
Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci, Daniel 
Stern, John Heard, Catherine 
O’Hara and John Candy. 

8.00 Bear Goes Wild with Barack 
Obama. Bear Gryils is joined by 
the US president for his latest 
adventure. The pair go on a trek 
across the Alaskan wilderness, 
travelling through dense forest 
and glacial outwash to visit the Exit 
Glacier, where they observe the 
effects of climate change first 
hand. Along the way, they climb 
trees to gather berries and cook 
salmon on a campfire, sharing 
their thoughts on family, fears and 
faith. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie finds herself 
with a lead to follow. Penultimate 
episode of the fifth series of the 
thriller following a team of CIA 
agents battling terrorists and 
problems in their personal lives. 
Claire Danes stars. 
lO.OOGogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.00 Film: Four Christmases. (2008) A 
couple struggle to make it through 
four family Christmases on the 
same day as they see each of their 
divorced parents in turn. Comedy, 
with Vince Vaughn and Reese 
Witherspoon. 

12.40 Film: Airplane! (1980) Spoof 
disaster movie, starring Robert Hays. 
2.10 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. (R) 3.05 The 
Undateables: Two Weddings and a Baby. 
(R) 3.55 Four in a Bed. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. 7.05 Roobarb and Custard Too. 
(R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.25 
Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. (R) 

7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.05 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.30 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.45 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 8.55 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.10 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.00 Film: Surf’s Up. 
(2007) Animated comedy, with the voice 
of Jeff Bridges. 1.35 Film: The 
Christmas Switch. (2014) Fantasy, 
starring Brian Krause and Cedric Smith. 
3.20 Film: Christmas in the City. (2013) 
Premiere. Drama, starring Ashley 
Williams. 5.05 Film: Pinocchio. (1940) 
Disney animated adventure, with the 
voice of Dick Jones. 

6.45 5 News Weekend. 

6.50 Film: Hellboy II: The Golden 
Army. (2008) The demon 
superhero, aided by a team from 
the Bureau of Paranormal 
Research and Defence, leads the 
fight against renegade elf Prince 
Nuada who is intent on 
reawakening an unstoppable robot 
army and bringing about the 
demise of mankind. Action fantasy 
sequel directed by Guillermo del 
Toro, starring Ron Perlman, Selma 
Blair, Doug Jones and Luke Goss. 
Edited for language and violence. 

9.00 Film: War of the Worlds. (2005) A 
divorced father’s rare weekend 
with his two estranged children 
descends into horror when alien 
war machines rise from beneath 
Earth and begin to systematically 
destroy every human being in their 
path - leaving the man with the 
dangerous task of getting his kids 
to safety. Steven Spielberg’s sci-fi 
thriller, based on HG Wells’ novel, 
with Tom Cruise, Dakota Fanning, 
Justin Chatwin, Miranda Otto and 
Tim Robbins. 

11.10 Britain’s Favourite Christmas 
Songs. A countdown of songs 
guaranteed to make any Christmas 
party go with a swing, including 
classics by the Jackson 5, Jona 
Lewie, Band Aid, the Pogues and 
Kirsty MacColl, and Slade. (R) 

2.05 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming. 4.00 House Doctor.(R) 4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 First Flight 7.10 Film: G-Force 
(2009) 8.30 Don’t Tell the Bride - 
Christmas on Ice 9.30 Top Gear: Polar 
Challenge 10.35 Russell Howard’s Good 
News Extra 11.15 Family Guy 12.00 
American Dad! 12.45 Josh 1.15 The 
Mighty Boosh 
BBC Four 

7.00 Blood and Gold: The Making of 
Spain with Simon Sebag Montefiore 8.00 
Westminster Abbey 9.00 Nat King Cole: 
Afraid of the Dark 10.30 Nina Simone & 
Me with Laura Mvula 11.00 Bruce 
Springsteen: The Ties That Bind 11.55 
Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band: 
Live From The River Tour 1980 
ITV2 

11.45 Keep It in the Family Christmas 
Special 12.50 You’ve Been Framed at 
Christmas! 1.20 Film: Peter Pan (2003) 
3.30 Film: Beethoven’s Christmas 
Adventure (2011) 5.20 Catchphrase 
Christmas Special 6.25 The X Factor 
Winner’s Story 2015 7.30 You’ve Been 
Framed at Christmas! 9.00 Film: The 
Bourne Ultimatum (2007) 11.15 Celebrity 
Juice: Christmas Special 12.00 Release 
the Hounds: Jingle Hell I1 1.05 Tricked 
2.00 Film: Cirque du Freak: The 
Vampire’s Assistant (2009) 

ITV3 

11.50 Film: Columbo: It’s All in the Game 

S I .50 Film: Willy Wonka and the 
late Factory (1971) 3.55 Clash of 
the Santas 5.55 Michael Buble: At Home 
for Christmas 7.30 Lewis 9.30 Inspector 
Morse 11.45 A Touch of Frost 1.50 
Wycliffe 2.45 On the Buses 3.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

11.20 The Car Chasers 11.50 Pawn Stars 
1.35 Film: No Name on the Bullet (1959) 
3.15 Film: The Appaloosa (1966) 5.20 
Film: Ice Cold in Alex (1958) 8.00 The 
Celebrity Chase 9.00 Film: The 
Interpreter (2005) 11.40 Film: Tin Cup 
(1996) 2.25 Film: Spider (2002) 

E4 

12.30 Couples Come Dine with Me 2.35 
The Big Bang Theory 6.25 Film: The 
Twilight Saga: New Moon (2009) 9.00 
Film: The Inbetweeners 2 (2014) 11.00 
The Inbetweeners Go Global 12.05 The 
Inbetweeners 2.20 The Inbetweeners Go 
Global 3.15 Howto Be a Grown Up 3 
Film4 

11.00 Porco Rosso (1992) 1.00 Parental 
Guidance (2012) 3.05 Bride Wars (2009) 
4.50 Evolution (2001) 6.50 Men in Black 
3 (2012) 9.00 Iron Man 2 (2010) 11.25 
Daredevil (2003) 1.30 10 Years (2011) 
3.40 Close 



WINTER WARMER LLANDUDNO 

Mon 1st Feb to Fri 5th Feb 

5 days half board 
CHATSWORTH HOUSE HOTEL 
£145.00 per person 

SPRING BREAK BOURNEMOUTH 

Mon 29th Feb to Fri 4th March 
5 days half board 
THE SUNCLIFFE HOTEL 
£170.00 per person 

SUMMER HOLIDAY SCARBOROUGH 

Friday 10th June to Friday 17th June 
8 days half board 
THE RED LEA HOTEL 
£399.00 per person 


GHL5 2016 OVER 50’S 
LIST AVAILABLE 

Private Hire • Tours • Group Travel 


SUMMER HOLIDAY ISLE OF WIGHT 

Mon 18th July to Fri 22nd July 

5 days half board 
HOTEL MARIA 

SANDOWN 
£239.00 per person 

LATE SUMMER HOLIDAY 
GREAT YARMOUTH 

Mon 5th Sept to Sat 10th Sept 

6 days half board 
THE HOTEL VICTORIA 

£270 per person 


twokstravel@hotmail.com 
Pick up times vary Ask when booking 
12, Louise Street, Gornal Wood, Dudley 01902 970397 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


'Ay 


ll 

1A 


Beseot Sunday Market 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 

| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust 
MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock •Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKET 
IN THE MIDLANDS 


1**1 

r 

9 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

‘ BESCOT Will BE CLOSED ON SUNDAY 
^JIUEJO A.WALSALL EC MATCH.^ 

HOWEVER WE WILL BE IN WEDNESBURY TOWN 
CENTRE ON SUNDAY INSTEAD! 

THIS WEEK ONLY 

BESCOT SUNDAY MARKET 
WILL BE OPEN MONDAY 21 ST DECEMBER. 

COME AND JOIN US AND RANTERS FAMILYFUN FAIR! 

BANKS’S STADIUM 

Walsall FC WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 

. 07889 975701 

All hard standing 



Christmas is a special time here at 

ASH WOOD NURSERIES 


>fwp t Tat aruf'Refax... 

• Gifts, cards and wrappings 
Festive decorations 

»h Christmas Trees, Holly Balls & Wreaths 
ideas for gardeners 
gifts direct with our Mail Order Service 

9:45am - 4:45pm daily) 

Christmas Menu 

(com met net** Weds 9” Dec) 

Beautiful Plants 
Gift Voucher 




WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 


\8hwood Ntxserctfr. Ashwood lov*o* L*vie Kfig&wirVord DY5 OAF Tol 01384 40199* 
A/UtufnntWIntar Ooannn Hours Mnrv to Sart R .‘Ylam 5nm & SunrUv* Hfim - r 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

White Christmas, Channel 4,11.50am 

Two nightclub entertainers stage a series of shows to 
save an old friend’s winter resort with the help of a 
talented singing sister act. Musical, with Bing Crosby 
and Danny Kaye. (1954) 

TUESDAY 

Shrek the Third, BBC1,3.50pm 

The bad-tempered ogre finds himself in the 
unwelcome position of being next in line for the 
throne. Animated comedy, with the voices of Mike 
Myers, Cameron Diaz, Justin Timberlake, Eddie 
Murphy, Antonio Banderas and Rupert Everett. (2007) 


WEDNESDAY 

Bridget Jones’s Diary, ITV, 10.45pm 

A single woman begins a new year with resolutions to 
find love, quit her bad habits and take a step up the 
career ladder. Romantic comedy based on Helen 
Fielding’s novel, starring Renee Zellweger, Hugh 
Grant and Colin Firth. (2001) 



The birth of a comedy 
with an army of fans 


W ho do you think you are 

kidding Mr Hitler? Whenever 
the crusty old voice of Bud 
Flanagan can be heard singing that 
line, you know that Dad’s Army is 
about to start and what will follow is 
approximately 25 minutes of mayhem, 
one-liners and catchphrases from 
Captain Mainwaring, Sergeant Wilson, 
Corporal Jones and the rest of the 
platooon. 

Ah yes, those catchphrases... Even 
now, sentences such as, “You stupid 
boy,” “I’m going to get you Napoleon,” 
“We’re doomed” and, of course, “Don’t 
panic!” are still well known - which is 
probably down to the fact that the 
Beeb always seems to be repeating 
the show. 

It’s actually been 47 years since the 
boys first donned their uniforms and 
38 since they hung them up again, but 
those nine years in between were full 
of humour which hasn’t dated one little 
bit. 

There’s an old saying for authors: 
Write what you know. Jimmy Perry 
proved he wasn’t a “stupid boy” when 
he did just that and, along with writing 
partner David Croft, turned his World 


War Two Home Guard experiences 
into Dad’s Army. 

“We wrote the show together and it 
became this huge success,” says 
Perry, with a hint of surprise still in his 
voice. “I always thought it was a good 
idea but it totally overwhelmed us. I 
think the secret was that everything 
was right. It was one of those rare 
things. The cast was right, the time 
and the subject was right.” 

However, not everybody was as 
enamoured with the idea - or the 
actors taking part - as Perry. And now, 
in this drama, viewers can learn more 
about how the sitcom was born and 
eventually made it to our screens 
against the odds. 

The BBC has a good track record 
when it comes to producing ‘making- 
of’ dramas. The Curse of Steptoe, The 
Road to Coronation Street and An 
Adventure in Space and Time all 
received critical acclaim, so there’s 
every reason to believe that the latest 
in the genre will be just as enthralling. 
The timing is good too - Dad’s Army 
remains a mainstay of the BBC 
schedule and a revamped film version 
is due for release in February. 


Paul Ritter and Richard Dormer play 
Perry and Croft respectively, and the 
drama takes us from when Perry had 
the initial idea in 1967 to the 
broadcast of the first episode a year 
later. 

John Sessions and Julian Sands 
take the key roles of Arthur Lowe and 
John Le Mesurier; it’s hard to imagine 
anybody playing the characters those 
venerable old actors took, but Captain 
Mainwaring was originally offered to 
Jon Pertwee, while Le Mesurier only 
accepted the role of Sgt Wilson 
because the series was going to be 
filmed in Norfolk, a county he loved. 

Sadly, most of the original cast are 
no longer with us - only Ian Lavender 
and Frank Williams (Private Pike and 
Rev Timothy Farthing respectively) 
remain. Croft also passed away in 
2011. 

“I feel a tremendous sense of 
warmth and sadness that most of 
those involved are no longer with us,” 
says Perry. “But I also have a sense of 
pride that I created such a show.” 

Sarah Alexander, Sally Phillips and 
Keith Allen also star. 



We’re Doomed! The Dad’s Army Story, Tuesday, BBC2, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 



Bridget Jones’s Diary, Wednesday, ITV, 10.45pm 


CHRISTMAS EVE 

It’s a Wonderful Life, Channel 4,2.15pm 

AA suicidal small-town businessman is visited by an 
angel who tries to change his mind by showing him 
the good he has done. Fantasy drama, starring James 
Stewart and Donna Reed. (1946) 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

The Muppet Christmas Carol, Channel 4,1.45pm 

A miser is encouraged to mend his ways at Christmas 
when three spirits show him his past, present and 
what the future holds. Puppet comedy, with Michael 
Caine and Steven Mackintosh. (1992) 

The Wizard of Oz, Channel 5,3.10pm 
Youngster Dorothy Gale is whisked over the rainbow 
by a tornado into the magical land of Oz, where she 
inadvertently kills a wicked witch - incurring the wrath 
of another. Setting out to find the wizard who can 
show her a way home, she is joined on her journey by 
a scarecrow, a tin man and a cowardly lion, who all 
hope their own wishes will be granted. Musical 
fantasy, with Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, Jack Haley, 
Bert Lahr and Frank Morgan. (1939) 


MONDAY 

The John Bishop Christmas Show 
BBC1,9pm 

The Liverpudlian comedian returns for his third all¬ 
singing, all-dancing, festive extravaganza and is 
joined on stage at the Lyceum Theatre in London’s 
West End by a selection of the most exciting names 
in music and comedy. The line-up features music 
from Australian pop star and actress Kylie Minogue, 
chart-topping singer-songwriter Jess Glynne and 
2009 X Factor runner-up and TV presenter Oily Murs, 
while the laughs are supplied by comedians Sarah 
Millican, Danny Bhoy, Tom Allen and Andy Askins. 

Bafta Celebrates Downton Abbey 
ITV, 9pm 

Jonathan Ross hosts a star-studded event at 
London’s Richmond Theatre honouring the ITV 
drama ahead of its final episode on Christmas Day. 
There are reports from behind the scenes with cast 
and crew to provide an insight into one of the 
worldes most popular shows, while creator Julian 
Fellowes takes to the stage to chat about its origins 
and secrets. Maggie Smith and Hugh Bonneville 
perform a specially written sketch, there are 
performances by Kiri Te Kanawa and Julian 
Ovenden, and Julie Walters presents the award to 
Fellowes and the cast and crew. 



TUESDAY 
Luther 
BBC1, 9pm 

With the eponymous detective dogged by ghosts 
from his past, a cold case might be the key to 
unlocking a mystery that’s tormenting him. 
Meanwhile, with the cannibalistic serial killer still at 
large, Benny’s hacking skills have revealed a list of 
hundreds of potential victims. Realising it’s all part 
of a macabre end game, the crime buster is forced 
to put himself and new colleague Emma into the 
heart of danger to try and stop the killer. Idris Elba 
and Laura Haddock head the cast. 


WEDNESDAY 

Prey 

ITV, 9pm 

As Murdoch continues with the 
search for his daughter, he is forced 
into one last extraordinary mission 
before Lucy can be freed. But, as a 
wanted man, it is a near-impossible 
task, and he must fight to get her to 
safety before the relentless Reinhardt 
catches her prey. Concluding instalment 
of the thriller, following the story of a 
prison officer who is forced on 
the run with a young female 


prisoner when his daughter is kidnapped. Starring 
Philip Glenister, Rosie Cavaliero, MyAnna Buring 
and Nathan Stewart-Jarrett. Last in the series. 


CHRISTMAS EVE 
Peter Kay: 20 Years of Funny 
BBC1, 9.05pm 

It is nearly 20 years since Peter Kay 
was named North West Comedian of 
the Year 1996, beating the likes of 
Johnny Vegas to the title at a show 
hosted by Dave Spikey. This one-off 
hour-long programme looks 
back at the much-loved 
comedian and actor’s life 
from his childhood 
growing up in Bolton, to 
the places and people 
who have influenced 


him. It reveals how 
Peter began his 
journey into the world 
of comedy and his 
eventual rise to become a 
household name, playing to a 
record-breaking 1.2 million fans 
his The Tour That Doesn’t 
Tour Tour. 


CHRISTMAS DAY 
Downton Abbey - The Finale 
ITV, 8.45pm 

Julian Fellowes bids farewell to the Crawleys with 
one last festive special, catching up with the Abbey’s 
residents at the tail-end of 1925. Mary endeavours 
to build bridges, but Edith’s secret continues to pose 
a threat. As Henry settles into the role of husband, 
scars left by Charlie’s death are slow to heal, while 
Carson struggles to come to terms with 
developments that prove even he is not invulnerable 
to change. Spratt’s moonlighting venture is 
threatened by the conniving of Denker, and Daisy 
may have missed her chance with an admirer. 

Our Cilia 
ITV, 10.45pm 

The death of singer and TV presenter Cilia Black in 
August 2015 shocked the showbusiness community. 
In this programme, stars including Ringo Starr, Cliff 
Richard, Elaine Paige, Christopher Biggins, Paul 
O’Grady and Lynda La Plante join members of the 
entertainer’s family and other close friends to reveal 
the woman behind the screen persona. Alongside 
rare interviews and archive footage, the candid, 
humorous and surprising insights of the people who 
knew her best chart the journey of a woman who 
broke boundaries, both in terms of class and gender. 



z Monmore Green 
Greyhound Stadium 

Sutherland Avenue, Monmore Green, Wolverhampton WV2 2JJ 
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Gamble for fun not to win, www.gambleaware.co.uk 




PLEASE DONATE FURNITURE. 
RRIC-A-DRAC & CLOTHES 



Your donations will be used to support bereaved military 
families with hands on practical support projects 
throughout the UK 


Charity number: 1157531 


Please phone 0121 5250973 
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PUZZLES 


29 


BRAIN GYM 


No.356 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

F 

2 

M 

3 

Q 

B 

5 

P 

6 G 

7 

R 

8 

E 

X 

10 

H 

11 

D 

12 

L 

13 

A 

14 

K 

15 

J 

16 

c 

17 

N 

18 

z 

19 

w 

20 

o 

21 

Y 

22 

1 

23 

T 

24 

s 

25 

u 

26 

V 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

N 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Make it possible to 
be lean? (6) 

8. This stuff does 
have importance 
( 6 ) 

10. The team having 
batted are not in 
the pavilion (7) 

11. Dodge a chasm 

(5) 

12. Not one of the 
nonentities (4) 

13. Filched a wrap (5) 

17. Famous king was 
dunderhead - and 
greedy (5) 

18. See 2 Down 

22. Stale to the 
smallest degree 
(5) 

23. Letters for sending 
to detached fort? 
(7) 

24. Street abounding 
with contention (6) 

25. His products 
presumably have 
the edge (6) 


Down 

1. About hearty echo 

(7) 

2 & 18Ac. By which 
the chairman sees 
the actors are 
elected? (7,4) 

3. It’s clear learner is 
in distress (5) 

4. Competent enough 
to do better than 
clever people (7) 

5. Was a candidate, 
but didn’t have a 
seat (5) 

6. She’s out of the 
singles now (5) 

9. His trial goes over 
one’s head (4,5) 

14. Dog finds mother 
unyielding (7) 

15. Spectacle? (7) 

16. Correspondence 
from landlords? (7) 

19. Those who study 
social division (5) 

20. Annoy Henry (5) 

21. A drink for the 
overweight? (5) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Go back (6) 

8. Tremble (6) 

10. Speech (7) 

11. Counterfeit (5) 

12. Cudgel (4) 

13. Corn (5) 

17. Chute (5) 

18. Win (4) 

22. Proverb (5) 

23. Interpret (7) 

24. Ministers (6) 

25. Glad (6) 


Down 

1. Crops (7) 



2. Conceited (5-2) 

3. Venomous snake (5) 

4. Excess (7) 

5. Prevent (5) 

6. Avarice (5) 

9. Licentious (9) 

14. Feathers (7) 

15. Nonpareil (7) 

16. Unity (7) 

19. Slap (5) 

20. Drive out (5) 

21. Reel (5) 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Backs; 4 Pulls up; 8 Air 
one’s; 9 Views; 10 Toot; 11 Pickling; 13 Cuff; 

14 Pool; 16 Obedient; 17 Esau; 20 Naomi; 21 
Servant; 22 Settled; 23 Wages. Down: 1 Beat 
the bounds; 2 Cargo; 3 Sink; 4 Pistil; 5 Love- 
knot; 6 Special; 7 Post-graduates; 12 Official; 13 
Cheroot; 15 Unused; 18 Slang; 19 Crow. QUICK 
- Across: 1 Ocean; 4 Descend; 8 Jealous; 9 
Amiss; 10 Chef; 11 Domineer; 13 Eros; 14 Just; 
16 Nauseous; 17 Main; 20 Bravo; 21 Inexact; 22 
Element; 23 Dread. Down: 1 Objectionable; 2 
Evade; 3 Noon; 4 Despot; 5 Spacious; 6 Evident; 
7 Discriminated; 12 Lose hope; 13 Emulate; 15 
Quaint; 18 Aware; 19 Herd. 


Niner 


Which Biblical book mentions ‘A land 
flowing with milk and honey’? 

In which Shakespeare play does 
Caliban appear? 

In which year did Canada adopt a 
maple leaf emblem for its flag? 

Which Nazi leader was ‘The Butcher of 
Lyon’? 

How old was outlaw Clyde Barrow 
when he died? 


6 . 


When is the first day of Ramadan in 
2016? 

Who wrote Northanger Abbey? 

To which country did Alexander Graham 
Bell emigrate in 1870? 

What nationality was composer Dvorak? 
10. With which of the arts would you 
associate Sir Alfred Munnings? 


9. 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Swan-upping; 2 David Copperfield; 
3 Egypt; 4 A church; 5 Hyde Park; 6 A bird; 
7 Alcazar; 8 Torino; 9 George Harrison; 

10 Poland. 

Niner: LEGATIONS 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


2467 gives a school, 

98457 gives a school subject, 
1352732 gives another school subject. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 



London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels (hotel 
supplements may apply) and your ticket is for a Saturday evening 
performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping 
and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel 
supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee 
performance before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. The 
Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

*The ‘‘from’’ price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply. 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 



For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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so DRIVETIME 


RX five-star safety rating 


By Anthony Martyn 


The new Lexus RX has achieved 
the top five-star ranking in inde¬ 
pendent Euro NCAP crash test¬ 
ing. The results also mark the 
highest test score for pedestrian 
protection yet achieved by any 
SUV - large or small. 

Euro NCAP made special mention 
of the 79 per cent recorded by the RX 
in pedestrian impact testing, which 
included a maximum points score for 
leg and pelvic region protection and a 
notably high result for head protection. 

In fact, the new RX goes even further to 
reduce the risk of accidents with pedestri¬ 



ans, beyond the boundaries of Euro NCAP’s 
current research. 

Its Lexus Safety System + package of 
active safety and driver assistance features 
(provided as standard on all RX versions) 
includes a Pre-Crash Safety system with a 
pedestrian detection function. 

This means that, across a wide range of 
speeds, the RX will recognise the risk of a 
collision with a pedestrian in its path, alert 
the driver and prepare the brakes to deliver 
maximum stopping power. 

And should the driver fail to take action, 
autonomous emergency braking will be trig¬ 
gered. 

Performance 

Euro NCAP will begin assessing this type 
of system during next year, so at present it 
has no impact in the new RX’s overall per¬ 
formance. 

Lexus Safety System + also provides: 

• Adaptive Cruise Control, which helps 
keep the car a safe distance from the car in 
front, adjusting to even very low speeds in 
busy traffic. 

• Lane Departure Alert/Lane Keep Assist, 
which monitors lane markings and warns the 
driver if the RX moves out of lane without 
the turn indicators being used, adding brief 
weight to the steering to help a return to the 
correct course. 

• Road Sign Assist, which recognises 
principal motorway and major road warning 
and command signs and repeats them on 
the driver’s multi-information display. 

• Automatic High Beam, which picks up 
the lights of oncoming traffic and vehicles 
ahead and automatically switches to and 
from high beam to maintain the best forward 



The results also mark 
the highest test score 
for pedestrian protection 
yet achieved by any SUV 
- large or small. 


illumination without the risk of dazzling oth¬ 
ers (the more sophisticated Adaptive High- 
beam System on Premier grade models 
adjusts the pattern of high beam lighting). 

The new RX also offers a blind spot mi- 
tor, rear cross traffic alert and a 360-degree 
panoramic view monitor, to help the driver 
achieve a true all-round view of the car’s 
surroundings and nearby vehicles and 
hazards. 

A sway warning detects erratic driving 
behaviour indicating driver drowsiness or 
inattention and prompts an alert that driver 


might want to take a break from the wheel. 

The vehicle’s excellent impact perfor¬ 
mance can be credited to the exception¬ 
al strength of its bodyshell. This makes 
extensive use of strong but lightweight 
high-tensile steel and a design that’s effec¬ 
tive in absorbing impact forces and chan¬ 
nelling them away from the cabin. 

Advanced laser screw welding and ad¬ 
hesive bonding techniques add to the 
car’s high rigidity and robustness, qual¬ 
ities that also contribute to its stable and 
rewarding handling. 


T* 


MOTORSHOW 


REVIEW YOUR NEW 

REFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 




































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 



FreeAds 


IT'S 

free: 

IT'S 

EASY 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

bobkenad.expressandstarjco.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


funeral directors 


J.R. JONES 


(Lower Gornal 01902 8800401 


DAINTY & 
DOWNING 


Dudley 01384 252772 


Independent family run 
Funeral Directors 


24 hour service 


www.nedowning.co.uk 

monumental 

masons 


OO I _L t; LLdllldl 1 XYU, VVUlVdIIl« 

ton WV6 OJZ. 01902 751825. 


info@salockettandson.co.uk 

www.salockettandson.co.uk 


1 

Family 



SILVER CROSS Surf pushchair and 
carrycot, black, all accessories, 
hardly used, or PX for surf twin 
pushchair. £200 ono. 

07561 896431. 


A LEVELS GCSE 11+ SATs £5* 

1-2-1 Maths Science 
01902 335879, 07803 170919. 


Capitol Mobility-Bilston 


CHRISTMAS OFFER 
FREE SANDPIPER FOOTWEAR 
WITH EACH RISER RECLINER CHAIR 

mmmmm 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 


RISE RECLINER CHAIR As new 

£180 also 19ins HD ready TV with 
built in DVD £40. 01299 271543. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



GENTLEMANS 18ct yellow gold 
rolex, manual wind, leather strap, 
boxed, documentation, mint condi¬ 
tion, £2,500. 07771 428793. 
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Leisure 

Time 



▼ Place a paid for advert 


(P) By Phone 
01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


^ Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


COL’S CAR BOOT 
& MARKET 

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 
AND WEDNESDAY 
OPEN UNTIL CHRISTMAS 

at Himley Bypass, B4176 

Ring Colin: 07973 904585 
www.colscarboot.co.uk 

OPEN ALL YEAR 



A In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


CARAVAN WANTED 

Cash on pick up asap. 
Caravan wanted. 

Call me on 
07717 090817. 



FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



RECORDS/CDS WANTED & SOLD 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



DEF LEPPARD/Whitesnake 2 
tickets, Dec 13, Capitall Arena Nott 
ingham , Block 4, Row D, Seats 3&4 
£100 for the pair. 01902 664628. 





massage 


CHINESE MASSAGE open Decem¬ 
ber 25/26 / Jan 1. 01902 903659, 
07741 696099. Compton WV6 8AF 



] \ 

antique fairs 

v_._ 


BOOK FAIR Kinver Comm 
Centre,Sun 20th December, Est 
1979,Waverley. 0121 550 4123 
- stall holder sold out at last event! 
Antique/coll fair, 3rd Jan. 

I x 


3 

Home & 
Services 



HSL JEWEL motor riser recliner 
settee, as new, transport if 
required. £195. 01902 219101. 



FRIDGE FREEZER, in excellent 
condition, £90. Will deliver. Tele¬ 
phone 07340 911635. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

DOUBLE GLAZED windows, rose¬ 
wood (brown), various sizes includ¬ 
ing french door, very good condition 
£275 ono. 07703 740356. 



NY OLD TOOL! 

:|f§H PAID 

Hand tools, anything considered. 
01543452491 /07539 340307 


A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


BRITISH COINS AND MEDALS 

wanted by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 
CASH FOR UNWANTED GOLD 
AND SILVER Home calls. Please 
call Michael on 07842 399159. 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES wanted also 
any old crash magazines wanted. 
01902 892918. 


I-PHONE 5C Unlocked blue, as new 
condition, all extras, plus box, £135. 
01384 863305 or 07970 841177. 


I ... 


CANNON 40D complete with lenses 
and accessories, mint condition. 
£250 ono. 01902 887505. 



aerials 





ALAN JONE 

THE ORIGINAL. AERIAL- 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 

Est 1955 - 59 years at the top! 

Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 01902 885985 

ANY PROBLEM SOLX/ED 


CLEAR VISION AERIALS. Free 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 
from £79. Dishes from £79. OAP 
DISCOUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 
All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, Roofing, 
Driveways & Landscaping 
Call 01902 579592 or 07837 994465 


blinds 


Amanda 


7 Vertical Blinds from £195 

Also Great Deals On.. 

Rollers : Venetians : Wood Venetians : Romans 
Plantation Shutters : Made to Measure Curtains 

Free Quotes : Free Fitting 
TEL: 0845 667 4179 

www.amandaforblinds.co.uk 


carpet & upholstery 
V,_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


RESTORE THE BEAUTY/freshness 

of your carpets. Est 12yrs. Free 
quotes. Call Able 01902 742222. 


computer repairs 


DOES YOUR PC HAVE PROB¬ 
LEMS? Free advice, free callout, 
affordable. Open 8am-8pm. Call 
now: PC Aid 0800 234 3468. 


conservatories 


ENERGY SEAL Conservatories 

Ltd. Orangeries, porches, doors & 
windows. Fully fitted/ supply only. 
Showroom open 9-4 mon-sat 
01902 866000 all areas covered. 


domestic 

cleaning 


c 

CLEANS™ 

Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163 804. 


domestic repairs 
& services 


SAME DAY LOW 
COST REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Tumble Dryers, Electric Cookers 

12 MONTHS GUARANTEE 
New and refurbished machines 
available with free fitting. 

Call Roy 

07850 355552 




drain clearance 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


fencing 


A BARGAIN AT BUSHBURY 
FENCING/GATES LTD. Supply/fit. 
WV10 9QQ. Call 07816 863810. 


gardening 
y services 



gas fitting 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, 
COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

a Landlord certs. 
x All areas covered. 
J&E Heating. 

Call John: 

01902 562664 
/07969 687832 


r GAS ' 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 

Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 

Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 

^ guttering ^ 


ft i PROPERTY 
^ SOLUTIONS 

A*1 GUTTERING 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repolntlng work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 

handyman 'j 

l services I 


YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

^ house clearances^ 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

YMCA REQUIRE FURNITURE Free 
Collection. Call: 01922 629562, 
01384 231714, 01902 715249. 

v logs ] 




liiliiiUitiHiFfiirfln:* iWiW 


^ oven cleaning ^ 

AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Hobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 

OVENBLITZ MIDLANDS Affordable 
oven cleaning specialists. See 
website or call 0800 773 4870. 

plans prepared ^ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. k J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 

^ plumbers ^ 

G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers, Blockages 07976 012468 


plumbing & | 

heating| 

KEIRON JONES HEATING Full 
central heating from £2,200. Call 
01902 403823 / 07811 855231. 


plastering 


DOMESTIC 

PLASTERING 


rendering & small building 
work undertaken. 35 years 
experience. For a free quote 


Call Roy 
07887 495726 
07583 643932 

www.domesticplastering.co.uk 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


painters / j 
decorators 1 


CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 
No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 

C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
01902 683678 / 07890 879 892. 

INTERIOR PAINTER AND DECO¬ 
RATOR Friendly and reliable, clean 
and tidy.Call Deb 01384 821846 / 
07502 396385 

MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 
For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


removals 


A1KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


roofing 


A ROOFING 

main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447 . 


S&F ROOFING 
& GUTTERING 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


CENTRA HEAT 


Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in January* t&c apply 


01902 845211 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


skip hire 


AN ABSOLUTE 
AFFORDABLE 

CASTLE 
SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and 
large skips 

Also available mini 
digger with driver 

1 01384 237577 M 
01902 4057451 
07719671845| 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 
GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 
Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 
HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ATM&M 

SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


3urz 

SKIPS 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 




upholstery 


BILSTON UPHOLSTERY A Suite- 
Chair Re Upholstered-Repaired as 
new. 01902 404698 Free Est. 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902317878 

A. 

■■ 

ClassifiedAds 


Pets & 
Animals 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 





FreeAds 


BACK BY 
POPULAR 




*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 
details below or book online at www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 


Postcode: 


_Tel No:_ 


Please send to: ClassifiedAds, Express & Star, 51 -53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1 ES. 


IT’S ABSOLUTELY FREE 

*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 1 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ J 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 

BLACK AND WHITE MALE 
NEUTERED CAT 

7 years old, is looking for a 
loving home. Can you help? 
If so please ring 
019(52 339080. 

A charge of £60 will be 
made. 


CHIHUAHUA PUPS,12 wks 2 boys 
£450 each. 2 girls £550each 
(Teacup) 01902 651019 after 6pm. 
LARGE GOLD BIRDCAGE, with 2 
budgerigars, with accessories, £55. 
0121 557 3860 or 07585 333201. 
WHITE FEMALE CHIHUAHUA 
white and tan 13 weeks old, all 
injections very playful with children. 
£250 ono 01902 918555. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


ROUND BALE HAY£15-£25. Round 
bale haylage £25.Can deliver. 
01902 840603 or 07836 647754. 


1 

Business & 
k Farming 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 

GENERATING SETS 25KVA driven, 
3 cylinder, electric start, 5KVA 
mounted with central panel, three 
phase, 400/415 vaults, single 
phase 240v, £1,800 including VAT 
also 15KVA fully silenced single 
phase, 240V, £2,500 icluding VAT. 

0121 5205318. 

MASSEY FERGUSON 550, 1978, 
full cab, good tyres, used for 
vintage road runs, £4,800. o.n.o. 
07971 284856 or 01746 861841. 



ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 
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Property 



A 1 BEDROOM FLAT TO LET 

Ground Floor chapel ash DSS ok 
01902 686605 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 

A ONE BEDROOM flat in Shifnal for 
over 40’s, Wednesfield Housing 
Association. 01952 463603. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 
offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

DUDLEY 1-Bed Flat also furnished 
bedsit with own separate kitchen & 
shower room. E67/E80 p/w. Mature, 
DSS considered. 07550 002549. 

FLAT TO LET Wolverhampton, 1-2 
bed, CH, DSS welcome. Off road 
parking. 07718 896058. 

FOUR BEROOM HOUSE TO LET 
in Lower Gornal, Dudley. 
07801 746853 


properties wanted 


SELL YOUR HOUSE FOR 
CASH IN 7 DAYS! 

1M%¥AF««fVALUElN 

28DAYS! 

Tel: (24 hrs)0800 612 8495 
or 01902 212310 

www. national- re sidential.co.uk 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
_ www.homecashbuyer.co.uk _ 


A LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 
I BUY HOUSES, any condition. Top 
prices paid. For free valuation. 
Call Nikki 07910 539 886 


WE BUY ANY 
PROPERTY 

IN ANY CONDITION 
CASH IN 

Call Steve 07542 051375 


Jobs 


EXPERIENCED SAGE PAYROLL 
CLERK - conversant with auto 
enrolment required for Dudley 
Chartered Accountants. Full or part 
time position. CV to Saxon & Co, 
Kings Chambers, High Street, 
Dudley DY1 1QT. Email details: 
anthony @ saxonandco.com 


STEEL FABRICATORS/PLATERS 

Required to a join structural steel¬ 
work company. People required 
with experience working from draw¬ 
ings, able to manufacture all types 
of structural steel. Full time position 
with good rates of pay and condi¬ 
tions Please contact Gary on 01384 
258400. 


Family Department 
Merry Hill 

LEGAL SECRETARY 
to cover maternity leave 

We require an experienced 
legal secretary to cover 
maternity leave from February 
2016 for approximately 1 year. 

Experience of working in 
private family law is essential. 
Candidates must have 
excellent client care and 
communication skills and have 
the ability to work as part of 
team. In addition candidates 
must have experience of 
working with case 
management, Microsoft Office 
and audio digital dictation. 
Please emaifyour CV with 
cover letter setting out your 
previous experience to 
Vanessa Powell at 
V.Powell@waldrons.co.uk 


Motoring 




ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


full time - general 


j\% «M| 4. W t 


Community Care Workers 

Required 

Tipton Home Care Limited is a private limited company located in the heart 
of Tipton, providing personal care and support to the people of Tipton, 
Wednesbury, West Bromwich, Yew Tree Walsall, Great Barr and Dudley. 
We are looking to recruit for the Dudley area. You must be enthusiastic, 
honest, trustworthy and reliable individuals to join our team. You must be a 
car driver as you will be visiting clients in their own homes. 

Care experience preferred but not essential as training will be given. 
Email your CV with covering letter to tiptonhomecare@btconnect.com 
For more information Tel: 0121 557 3649 


BRIGSTOCK DAIRIES 

require an 

EVENING / MORNING ORDER PICKER 

for their Kingswinford depot. 

The hrs of work would be 

Sunday evening 5pm-11 pm, Tues morning 9am-12noon, 
Wednesday morning 9am-12noon, 


HIGH QUALITY STUDIO FLATS 

Tettenhall area, No DSS. 
07976 263435 / 01902 700028. 
MERRIDALE ROOM to let. £63pw 
inc most bill not to be overlooked!! 
DSS ok. Call 07723 016692. 

TO LET Large bedsit Penn area, 
newly decorated, unfurnished, off 
road parking, deposit required, suit 
working person, 07486 379419. 


Thursday morning 9am-12 noon, 

Friday morning 9am-12noon, Saturday 9am-12 noon. 
Thursday evening 6pm-11,30pm and 
Friday evening 6pm-11.30pm. 

Applicants must be flexible, hard working and numerically able 
and some computer work involved, but full training will be given. 
To make an appointment please ring 01384 279357. 


IBMA 1 Est. Here. 25 '{tors 

25 CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 

07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


01384 251328 / 07972 169554. 


FORD FIESTA 1.2, 1996, MoT till 
May, clean car, £350 ono. 07941 
805269 or 01902 563116. 

FORD FIESTA TDi, 07, full MoT, 
excellent condition inside and out, 
low miles, £1,595. 07494 073792. 

FORD FIESTA Y reg, 49,000 
genuine miles, MoT, PA'S, C/L. red, 
sunroof, drives/looks superb. £695. 
07523 729551. 

FORD FOCUS 1.8, 2003, private 
plate, 53,000 miles, long MoT, 
excellent condition, £950. o.n.o. 
07957 764006. 


FORD FOCUS Studio, 1.6 TDCi 
estate, diesel, 56 reg, 76,000 miles, 
MoT August 2016, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £1,495. 07985 486056. 

FORD KA 1.3 CLIMATE 07 reg, 
34,000 miles, MoT Sept 2016, 3 
owners, excellent conditon, £895. . 
07985 486056. 

FORD MONDEO 03, 2 litre Ghia, 
petrol, MoT Sept 2016, good condi¬ 
tion, 131k miles, £650. 01902 
344177. 

MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Pinin, 04, 
1.8, MoT Aug 2016, leather, alloys, 
AC, 1 owner, immaculate condition. 
£1,400 ono. 07930 374986. 

ROVER 25 1.4, 2003, 46,000 miles, 
full MoT, new brakes, £450 ono. 
07841 043186. 

ROVER 45, 02 reg, 9 months MoT, 
new head gasket, £350. 

Telephone 01902 411467. 

ROVER 75 1.8 Classic 2004, 69,226 
Miles, Blue, electric windows, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air con, MOT, central 
locking, pas, Alloys, CDE650 
07858764900 

TOYOTA AVENSIS 1.8, W reg, 4 
months MoT, average mileage 
(150k), very reliable, nice condition, 
£400. 01902 685549. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 DESIGN, 
04, 3 door, private plate, silver, 
history, MoT, good condition. £875. 
07599 220780. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 Petrol. 7- 
seats, 04 plate, MoT end of April 16. 
Reliable car. £650. 07754 121452 

VOLVO V50 ESTATE 2006, MoT 
December 5, 2016, 190k, new eng¬ 
ine at 60k, good runner, £1,200ono 
01384 370231/07974 696267. 

VW BEETLE, 2002, 91,000 miles, 
silver, electric windows, long MoT, 
metallic paint, alloys. £1,000 ono. 

Telephone 07754 557861. 

ABARTH 500, grey, fsh, MoT, ideal 
first car, red leather interior, beauti¬ 
ful little car, £6,450. 

07983 662141. 


CITROEN C3 COOL 

2007, 1.1 litre, 40,000 Miles, 
part service history, metallic 
grey, abs, electric windows, air 
hag, air con, long MoT, metallic 
paint, central locking, pas, CD 
£2,600 ono 
07775710450 

FORD FIESTA 1.4, 2003, 41,397 
miles, diesel, met green, 5 door, 
e/w, e/m, c/I, air con, MoT, slloys, 
CD. Good condition. £1,700 ono. 
01902 742520. 



JAGUAR S TYPE 
2.7 TURBO DIESEL 

Black, automatic, full leather, 55 
plate, 90k miles, recent full 
service and MoT, one careful 
owner from new. Very good 
condition. 

£4,995 ono. 

07740 418668. 

LANDROVER DISCOVERY TD5, 7 
seat, V reg, low miles, full MoT, Oxf¬ 
ord blue, not usual rubbish. £3,695. 
07971 284856/01746 861841. 


MAZDA 6 TACUYA 2.2 Diesel, 12 
plate, 1 owner, MoT, only 16,000 
miles, immaculate, half leather, 
£11,750. 01384 832702. 

MAZDA MX5 Sport, 2001, MoT April 
2016, 76,000 miles, silver, black 
leather interior, immaculate, 10 
services, £2,000. 07771 428793. 

MINI COOPER S 02, 8 months MoT, 
half leather, stainless exhaust, 
panoramic roof, full cover, roof 
rack. £2,250 ono. 07475 638786. 


OLDFIELD AND SON VW Polo 1.6S 
2007, Blackfinish: £2,495. Peugeot 
307S, 2007, Black finish: £1,595. 
Vauxhall Zafira, 2005, Black, 7 
Seater: £1,495. 07913 981460. 


AUTOMATIC 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 
AUTOMATIC 


05 Reg, 3-Dr. Low costs. 
Excellent condition. 
Any trial before sale: 

£1,650. 

Telephone 07800 637961. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SXi, 2008, 
owned from new, 11 months MoT, 
very good condition. Silver Met. 
5dr. 58k. £3,150. 07946 649446. 



JAGUAR XJS 4.0 

1991. Only 66,000 miles. Light 
metallic blue. Sports auto box. 
Heated leather seats. 

SH, 10 months MoT. 

Good condition for year. 
£3,995 ono. 

07904 662468 (Bridgnorth). 



































































































ClassIfiedAds 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



CITROEN BERLINGO VAN, 1.9 
DIESEL, 2002, Ply-lined. 5 months 
MoT. Good condition. £895. 07843 
244728 or 01299 824482. 

RENAULT TRAFFIC, swb, 04 plate, 
ideal fortradesperson, £1,500 ono. 
Telephone 01902 677937. 


Drive All Seasons 

E Lessons Starting FROM 

5 Lessons £50 /L / 
10 Lessons £89 

iManual & Automatic 

Franchise Opportunities Available 
COVERING WOLVERHAMPTON, 
WALSALL & CANNOCK. 

Free Unlimited Theory 
07517 845477 
www.driveallseasons.co.uk 


AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £18 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



BLUE HONDA 600 silver wing 
scooter, 03 reg, 23K, long MoT, few 
marks to bodywork, winter bargain 
£1,499 ono. 07877 722908. 

WE BUY BIKES immaculate, as 
new, garaged / non runners. Cash 
paid. Peter All Bikes, 01902 312939 
bikesallspares @ gmail.com 



YAMAHA XENTER 125 



clutches / brakes^ 

y / gearboxes I 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call l3ot> 

01384 251328 or 
07972169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


mobile j 
^ mechanics I 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


spares/parts 


BATTERIES FROM £29.99: Corsa, 
Fiesta, Focus, Clio etc: 2 year 
guarantee - Wolves Hire - 01902 
746723. Tettenhall Road WV6 OLE. 


9 

Local 

Iniomiation 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



Licensing Act 2003 
Application for a Premises Licence 
Notice is given that One Stop Stores Limited has 

applied to Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council 
for a Premises Licence in respect of One Stop, 
Norton Road, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 
2AD. It is proposed as follows: Application is made 
for sale of alcohol between the hours of 06:00 
and 23:00 daily. Anyone who wishes to make 
representation regarding this application must 
write to Licensing Services, Dudley Metropolitan 
Borough Council, Unit 1 Narrowboat Way, 
Hurst Business Park, Brierley Hill DY5 1UF. 
Representations must be received by 7th January 
2016. A copy of the application can be inspected 
by appointment at Licensing Services, Unit 1 
Narrowboat Way, Hurst Business Park, Brierley Hill 
DY5 1UF or at www.dudley.gov.uk It is an offence 
on summary conviction to knowingly or recklessly 
make a false statement in connection with this 
application, the maximum fine for which is £5000. 


DANIEL SIDNEY HINGLEY 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 
any persons having a claim against 
or an interest in the Estate of the 
aforementioned deceased, late of 
11 Sycamore Road Tipton West 
Midlands DY4 9RN, who died on 
07/09/2015, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned on or before 18/02/2016, 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 

NORTHWOOD BANKS & CO 
1600-1602 Coventry Road Yardley 
Birmingham B26 1AL T459377 

MARY ROWLEY 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 72 Crabourne Road 
Dudley Wood Dudley West Midlands DY2 
OEJ, who died on 07/11/2015, are required 
to send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
26/02/2016, after which date the Estate will 
be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

GEORGE GREEN LLP 

195 High Street Cradley Heath 

West Midlands B64 5HW T4S9322 



Personals 





HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



YOUNG AT HEART 
GENTLEMAN 69 

GSOH, modern outlook, varied 
interests, WLTM lady 60-70 
years for Friendship during the 
festive period and beyond. 

Box Number P20160, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



YOUNG FILIPINO MALE 

30’s, seeks similar for friend¬ 
ship and socialising, Wolver¬ 
hampton area. 

Box Number P20164, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



BRIERLEY HILL BULLETS 


Charter Standard Club 

Require under 17’s 
goalkeeper. 

Contact Steve on 
07973 749788. 


WITHYMOOR COLTS 

Charter Standard Community 
Status Club. 

All Managers minimum 
FA Level 1 and CRC Checked. 
The following Teams are 
looking for Players to join their 
current squads: 

U9’s West require 
GOALKEEPER. 

Call Daniel, 07767 684557. 

U16’s M.J.P.L.require 
DEFENDER/ 

DEFENSIVE MIDFIELDER. 
Call Sean, 07834 997593. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


Automatic, excellent condition, 
black scooter. 1 owner from 
new, full service history, 3,447 
miles only, very economical. 
Reluctant sale. 

£1,600 ono 
07885 548429. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



A CASH DEAL TODAY. Top Prices 
forCars/Vans/4x4s.Any year consi 
dered.Buyer will visit.07970705466 

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 

PRIVATE BUYER REQUIRES 

Peugeot 208 or similar upto 4 years 
old, low mileage. No Traders. 
07850 589620. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

‘Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply click the FreeAds icon 


*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 




Dates in YOUR reqion 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


SAMANTHA, 42yrs, seeks gent 
for festive season, doesn’t want 
to be along again. Age/looks 
unimportant, GSOH essential. 
Box: 4140774. Text only. 
YVONNE, single mum, happy 
with life, but would like to meet 
someone to share fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 I 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 419673 

JACKIE lonely and looking for 
male company, 48-65. Need a bit 
of love and affection? Then I’m 
your girl, call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418169 | 



DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I’m called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
3007 Box 418167 
LYN, 43, divorced very lonely 
single mum, young looking, slim, 
attractive, WLTM similar male for 
companionship. 

Age/looks/Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795 | 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, 
romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a 
loving relationship with lots of 
cuddles and kisses. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 I 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3015 Box: 405297 
LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and sTirn^ 

looking for a casual fling, nothing 
serious. Discretion needed and 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420237 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 

SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 
35, passionate nature, solvent, 
OHAC, WLTM date again, 
looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420207 | 

FELICITY, 38yrs, attractive, 
petite but shapely lady seeks 
gent for indoor activities! 
Age/looks/marital status 

unimportant but must be discreet 
and non demanding. Tel: 0906 
515 3023 Box 420235 
KELLY young attractive 
vivacious 48yr old lady, loves 
good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for 
mutual companionship Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420195| 

39 yr old independent single 
Mom, knows the benefit of 
having a good man in the picture. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 
5084796 

WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 
5ft 5ins, slim, seeks male. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415767 


JANE, 47, voluptuous female, 
long hair, brown eyes, generous 
curves, would love to spend cosy 
nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417985| 

CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420175 d) 

TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with 
legs that go all the way up to 
heaven, WLTM very appreciative 
confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

414701 | 

FEMALE, dark haired 5’10, 
curvy, likes reading, walking, 
cinema, seeks male 40-50 for 
lasting relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5077545 
PROFESSIONAL black female 
age 52, enjoys evenings and 
days out, would like to meet 
similar Midlands male. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5315901 
CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420073 || 
FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416287 
MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good 
sense of humour, well presented, 
WLTM kind, sincere chappie to 
share coffee and a chat. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5310040 
LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, 
attractive ex air hostess, looking 
for fun times with older male for 
romantic nights in and more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420043 | 

FRANCES, ~45, busty female, 

loves nights in/out, seeking 
uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420003 | 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good 
career, likes gym. Looking for a 
lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419829 
DARREN, 44, slim build, dark 
brown hair, green eyes, seeks 
genuine female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 I 
COLIN 48, seeks cuddly large 
big beautiful woman 45 to 55 for 
LTR, love, romance, hopefully 
likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 



52YRS old guy genuine down to 
earth looking for Mrs right for 
nights in and out, walking, 
cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 
MALE looking to meet a nice 
lady for fun times to spend with. 
I am 72 and would like to meet a 
lady between 60 and 70. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5332896 
PHILLIP, 29 years old, 5ft 11 ins, 
stocky build, green eyes, friendly, 
GSOH, seeks genuine friendly 
n/s female for friendship, 
possible relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5335424 
PHIL, 58, slim, OHAC, from 

Wolverhampton, looking for a fun 
lady for a no-strings relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420265 | 

GENUINE 56yr old male, 
divorced, OHAC, looking for nice 
lady for friendship, maybe more. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 405551 
PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks 
no strings fun with younger 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414991 
GENUINE male, 58, OHAC, 
looking for fun lady for no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:417601 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

Or Text... reply26 (leave 

space) box number (leave space) and 
then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in 
touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per message (Max 160 charac¬ 
ters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact 
details. Messages may be moderated 
for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


CARING male, 57, OHAC, 
looking for female, any race, 
status and age for no strings 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411461 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, likes walks, seeks female, 
slim-medium build, single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396709 
PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, 
slim, OHAC, seeks female, 18 
plus for discreet adult fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401875 

ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, 
dark hair, likes music, cycling 
and photography, seeks female 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417235| 

TALL attractive male, 55, would 
like to meet older mature women 
60 to 75 for close discreet fun. 
You only live once. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4347071 
I am an easygoing guy looking 
for a female 55-66 for a 
meaningful relationship. I am 
very sincere and honest. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5326234 


MALE, 70, retired from NHS, 
seeking a lady for friendship and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420147 | 
WIDOWER 70 plus, seeking 
female for friendship. Love me 
love my dog. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417439 
VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, 
GSOH, six foot tall, nice build, 
n/s, genuine, tactile, fit and 
sporty, looking for a women for 
nights in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420135 | 
COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, 
bundle of fun to be around, likes 
growing fuchsias for showing, 
vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and 
staying in WLTM a lady for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420089 ® 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, likes walks, seeks female, 
slim-medium build, single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396709 
6FT well built guy, nicely 
groomed looking for fun intimate 
nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5132460 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 14/12/15 
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Building and Landscaping 


POLLO 


APOLLO G.C.L Are accredited with both Construction Line 
and CHAS. With a client satisfaction rating of 9.8 and a 
client base which includes Amazon UK and Broxap. 

We always strive to deliver customer satisfaction. 

So, call us for a free estimate if you require, groundworks, 
drainage, blockwork, brickwork, housing or office 
extensions, internal refurbishment or landscaping. 


0800 043 4455 




Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS 
REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


Reduce heat loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units 
to Pilkington Energikare, it will help to reduce the 
amount of heat lost through your windows by up 
to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


WITH A10 YEAR GUARANTEE 
AND FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 

r r www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

Telephone: 01384 573 074 


Driveways 


^. INTERLAY 

7 ^ DRIVEWAYS LID 

Whether you require a Traditional or a 
Contemporary Driveway 
We Cater for all Budgets 

• Block Paving • Walls & Patios • Tarmac • Landscaping 
• Turfing • All types of Groundwork 
• Cleaning, Sealing and Repairs 

OFFICE: 0121 667 3449 01562 814580 
DIRECT 07490001616 LOCAL: 0845 626 2449 


WE’LL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE! 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 
Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


MBioelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mam 

local service call: ^ - 


mbelectric. co. uk 


Electricians 



Plumbing & Heating 




( 'iA/,Electrical 

r ” Kingswinford Limited 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

Over 1 


+— +=- Ol 384 278471 


(Hi Plumb Serve 

~ Plumbing & Heating SPECIALISTS 


Special Offer Boiler Service £50 


•Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 
• Full Bathroom, En Suites Installed 


• Radiators Fitted/Removed 


• Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 

• Boiler Install, Serviced & Repaired 

• Landlord Safety Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 


Gardening 


t * k 'V 24hr call out, Call us on 

07513 094763 

Card payments accepted 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


reffU rc torfflng & rTfl uTTflftTig 
Combi Boiler change from £950 
SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



Also Warranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years 


Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


Plumbing 




Need a plumber or 
jobs doing around the house? 


Give Ian a call ; 

/ fit Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Outside Taps, Flat Pack, etc. s. 
No job too small! No call out charge 


FREE QUOTES 

Call lan on 07813 506025 • (01902) 276740 


Professional, Fully Qualified Insured Tree Surgeon 
a Tree Felling 

★ Hedge Trimming 

★ Pruning 

★ Crown Reduction-Lifts 

★ Reshaping 

★ Conifer Topping 

FREE QUOTATIONS 


CALL 01384 212265 
OR 07702 756197 


Property Maintenance 



Plumbing & Heating 



★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

IfillililllilJilllllilililllllilillJilillllilklillilii'IJilllllililllillIJIJil 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 
PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


/ central Heating & Boilers 

/ power Flushing . 

/ Boiler Servicing & Repairs 
/ Kitchens & Bathrooms 
/ All other aspects of / 

plumbing work 

and for all other offers 


S HARRIS 

PLASTERING^ 

SERVICES 

Alt aspects covered 

FREE QUOTES 

Call Steve 

07853 257230 


PREMIER 

ROOFING 

All aspects. 

New Roofs, Repairs, 
Facias & Gutters. 

Call: 0121 532 7601 
07875 387445 


Roofing 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 



Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 


Roofix Roofing 

Flat roofing specialists 

All types of flat: roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Free Quotations 

Tel: 01S02 560852 
Mobile: C37S52 442017 
www. roof ixwm. co. uk 


Skip Hire 


MS SSBS & (MM HUE 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Scrap cars 
REMOVED FOR FREE 



Tree Surgeon 


[GORNABTBEEf&'lGftBDENISERVICESl 



WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, hedges 
trimmed, stumps 
removed, tree reports. 
Fully insured. 

Agricultural Association & Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 
E: treebloke@aol.com 


Our Specialists 
offers you a wid 
of local businesses 
and tradesman to deal 
with your needs and 
requirements. 




To advertise your business and reach more than 53,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01384 353241 A 

0 

E-mail us at... 

zac.clarke@expressandstar.co.uk M 

Post to... ^ 

IX W Zac Clarke, Dudley Chronicle, 51-53 Queen St, 1 
Wolverhampton WV11ES A 










































































































































35 


Late Reds 
equaliser 
ruins win 
for Albion 

Liverpool 2 Albion 2 

IT was a cruel way to win a point 
at Anfield, but in the cold light 
of day Albion will be happy with 
their draw. 

Divock Origi’s 96th-minute 
equaliser only went in because it 
ballooned off Gareth McAuley and 
sent Boaz My hill the wrong way. 

Up until that point the Welsh 
keeper had been superb, beating 
away shot after shot as Liverpool 
attempted in vain to take the 
chances they kept creating. 

Jurgen Klopp’s side had 28 
shots to Albion’s four, so it is star¬ 
tling then that the Baggies were 
two minutes away from picking up 
their third win at Anfield in five 
seasons. 

Even more startling is that Al¬ 
bion’s fans and players came away 
from the North West disappointed. 

Although Liverpool rained shot 
after shot down on Myhill’s goal, 
Albion had two spells of pressure, 
one in each half. 

Crucially, they scored during 
both. With Rondon misfiring, 
Chris Brunt’s set-pieces are be¬ 
coming Albion’s main threat. 

Albion’s captain is so assured 
on the bah, watching him for 90 
minutes it becomes obvious why 
Sir Alex Ferguson used him as 
Manchester United’s passing met¬ 
ronome. 

Shuttling the bah from back to 
front, left to right, Fletcher rarely 
loses possession. 

Craig Gardner would love to 
play central midfield but for now 
he’s being restricted to playing on 
the right. 

Albion are 13th, six points above 
the relegation zone and six points 
off fifth. 


Disruption 
as weather 
hits leagues 

THE weekend’s wet weather cut a 
swathe through non-league fixtures 
with numerous matches postponed. 

Among them was Rushall Olym¬ 
pic’s Evo-Stik Northern Premier 
game at home to Ilkeston and the 
First Division One South matches 
featuring Tividale, away to Gresley, 
and Chasetown who were due to 
play at Basford United. 

The West Midlands Regional 
League also suffered. 

The weather hit a host of matches 
which had to be called off including 
these Premier Division fixtures: 
AFC Bridgnorth v Gornal Athletic, 
Bromyard v Stone Old Alleynians, 
Black Country Rangers v Willenhall, 
Dudley Sports v Wolverhampton 
Casuals, Dudley Town v Smethwick 
Rangers and Shawbury United v 
Tipton Town. 


They fight 



Alex Hill, aged 13, and his sister Tara Hill, 11 


brother and 


like 

AWARD-WINNING brother and 
sister who are both martial art¬ 
ists have something to celebrate 
after being selected to represent 
the UK. 

And it’s extra special for 13-year- 
old Alex Hill, as the martial artist 
feared he may never practice ka¬ 
rate again after being seriously 
injured when he fell off his bicycle. 

Alex, from Kingswinford, spent 
10 days in hospital after badly 
bruising and tearing his pancreas. 

The teenager could hardly exer¬ 


cise and was even warned by med¬ 
ical staff at one point he might 
never reach black belt. 

But just five days after being 
officially discharged from hospi¬ 
tal he brushed off his injuries for 
national qualifiers, along with his 
11-year-old sister, Tara. 

Both were selected for the team 
and will compete with the UK 
squad in Australia in two years’ 
time. Proud mother Tracy said: 
“This year has been full of ups and 
downs for them. 


sister 


“In February they were on a 
high, qualifying for the World Cup 
with Tara getting double gold and 
silver, while Alex achieved triple 
silver. 

“They were both asked to go 
and train with the UK National 
Squad,which was such an honour 
and we were so pleased.” 

The siblings competed in the UK 
National Championships in Shef¬ 
field on November 21. 

They have both recently passed 
their black belt gradings. 



Glassboys make 
up for slip to win 


Stourbridge 2 Kidderminster 1 
AT least Kidderminster Harriers can 
take comfort in not having to play 
Stourbridge again this season. 

For the second time in as many months, 
Dave Hockaday’s side travelled to the 
home of their local rivals and suffered a so¬ 
bering defeat. 

Saturday’s loss in the FA Trophy was very 
different in character to October’s 3-0 FA Cup 
reverse but equally as painful, perhaps more so. 

For while the former was down to a collective 
team no-show, the latter featured total capitu¬ 
lation. 

A goal up and dominant, Harriers were hit by 
a rapid one-two punch from which they never 
recovered, as goals in the space of two minutes 
in the second half from Chris Lait and Dan Scarr 
turned the tie on its head. 

A reckless Dino Fazlic challenge, which earned 
the midfielder a straight red card, further added 
to another sorry chapter in the club’s recent his¬ 
tory. 

Confidence 

Even had Harriers won, it would have been 
little more than a confidence boost toward their 
main challenge of National League Premier sur¬ 
vival, one which gets markedly tougher with 
every passing week. 

With limited resources, the head coach’s big¬ 
gest concern should be how it is the senior play¬ 
ers who are letting him and more down. 

Gary Hackett’s team showed admirable char¬ 
acter both to bounce back from last week’s FA 
Cup disappointment and hold their nerve as 
Harriers threatened to streak clear after going 
ahead. 

It was also a timely display of their strength 
in depth as, missing three key players from the 
spine of the side, they were still able to see-off 
higher-ranked opponents. 

True, Charlie Price’s ghastly error, when he 
miscued a simple clearance, did gift Harriers the 
advantage as Singh was left with an empty net. 
Against the run of play, Lait hammered them 
level after Matt Dodd had hit the post before 
Scarr became the unlikeliest of match-winners 
when he pounced on Hodgkiss’ mistake, to leave 
Harriers deeper in a hole from which there is no 
obvious escape. 


Aussie Ward helped Purchase sign 


Skipper Ashley Morris, left, welcomes James Purchase to Cradley Heathens 


JAMES PURCHASE has revealed 
how Australian superstar Darcy 
Ward played a major part in con¬ 
vincing him to sign for Cradley. 

Purchase, aged 28, is to make a 
competitive comeback to the sport 
after nine seasons in retirement 
and he’s received encouragement 
from his friend Ward. 

And he’s not hiding from his 
dark past, which saw him jailed 
for three years in 2007 after being 


found guilty of causing death by 
dangerous driving. 

He said: “I cannot change what 
happened in the past, but what I 
have done is come back a stronger 
and better person. I have grown 
up. I have my own business, my 
own home with my girlfriend and 
things are good right now. 

“I am hugely honoured to join 
Cradley. I’ve had calls from seven 
other National League clubs but 


I took advice from Darcy, a good 
friend, and he told me to go to 
Cradley. 

“The fan base there is amazing 
and I’m happy to be at Wolver¬ 
hampton with them as our home 
track. I can’t wait to get started. 

“I’m good friends with Paul 
Starke, who has also offered to 
help with me at Cradley meetings 
whenever he can, he’s a legend 
with the Cradley fans isn’t he?” 


Saido is just 
wasting his 
career, claims 
Bomber 

ALBION legend Tony Brown says 
Saido Berahino is ‘wasting his ca¬ 
reer’ but others think head coach 
Tony Pulis is ‘ruining’ the young 
striker. 

Bomber Brown wants Berahino 
- who played for the under-21s 
against Swansea at Tam worth’s 
Lamb Ground last night - to give 
more in training in order to force 
himself into the team. 

“He’s got a great gift of scoring 
goals and there’s not a lot of play¬ 
ers that have got that ability,” said 
Brown, who himself netted 279 
times for the club. 

“He’s got it, we’ve ah seen it, 
and while he’s sitting on the bench 
he’s not able to fulfil his potential 
and go on and score goals. He’s ru¬ 
ining his own career.” 

Berahino has been on the bench 
for the last five games, and hasn’t 
featured at all in the last three. 

“But Albion are on a four-match 
unbeaten run and don’t appear to 
be missing last season’s top scorer. 

“I don’t know what’s going on 
behind the scenes in training, “ 
said Brown. “But when you’re not 
in the side you should go every 
day into training performing your 
best, putting every effort you can 
into training to try and catch the 
manager’s eye and say ‘this is 
what I’m doing, I’m working my 
hardest’.” 

Albion’s all-time record scorer 
doesn’t think other clubs will be 
put off by Berahino’s stint out of 
the starting XI. 

“Everybody’s looking for 
goalscorers at the moment and if 
you look at Saido from the outside, 
you probably look at what he did 
last season and say he can score 
goals,” said Brown. 


Villa looking 
likely to get 
new chairman 

VILLA are set to appoint a new 
chairman and another board mem¬ 
ber should the club not find a buyer, 
according to their website. 

A report from a meeting on Sun¬ 
day between fans’ representatives 
and Villa chief executive Tom Fox 
said the move follows a statement 
from owner Randy Lerner that a 
new chairman would be appointed 
should the owner be unable to find 
a new buyer. 

A report on the website of the 
Aston Villa Supporters’ Trust 
states: “Tom (Fox) advised the an¬ 
nouncement of the new chairman 
would be made imminently, as well 
as that of the appointment of an ad¬ 
ditional board member.” 

It is not known whether the ap¬ 
pointment would be internal or ex¬ 
ternal. 



An Express & Star supplement 


Final whistle 


If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, December 17, 2015 
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Heathens 
snap up 
Kingston 

CRADLEY HEATHENS have snapped 
up Jack Kingston for 2016 - after per¬ 
suading him to stay in the saddle. 

The 20-year-old Lakeside asset was 
going to give the season a miss, but 
changed his mind when the Heathens 
came calling. 

Club bosses pressed ahead with the 
deal once they got confirmation that 
James Purchase’s starting average will 
be 3.5 - leaving enough room for King¬ 
ston under the 40-point limit. 

The former Mildenhall man joins 
Max Clegg, Ashley Morris, Luke Ches- 
sell, James Purchase and Bradley An¬ 
drews with just one spot left to fill. The 
20-year-old has shown flashes of his po¬ 
tential and will arrive on a 5.84 average. 

He said: “I didn’t intend on riding 
this season, to be honest, but getting ap¬ 
proached by a club like Cradley was an 
opportunity I couldn’t turn down really. 

“After a couple of years in the Na¬ 
tional League I’m hoping I can finally 
kick on now. 

“I’ve had some good moments in the 
last couple of seasons so I know what I’m 
capable of, it’s just I’ve struggled with 
consistency too often. 

“I can’t afford that this season, I need 
to start scoring points and winning races 
more regularly and hopefully riding for 
Cradley can help me do that. 

“I’ve seen the way the likes of Max 
Clegg, Paul Starke and Ashley Morris 
have all improved riding for the club. All 
of them are brilliant riders, and I think 
a lot of that is down to riding for Crad¬ 
ley.’’Meanwhile, team boss Pottinger is 
delighted to welcome Kingston on board 
and believes he can be a crucial member 
of their new-look side. 

“He’s been around for a couple of 
years now and he’s done pretty well,” 
Pottinger said. 

Loss means Yeltz 
miss a chance 
for playoffs spot 

Grantham 2 Halesowen 0 

HALESOWEN Town lost their first 
league game in eight matches at Gran¬ 
tham as they missed the chance to jump 
into the Evo-Stik Northern Premier 
League play-off places. 

The Yeltz were without Reece Hales 
and Keyon Reffell, who went back to 
parent club Kidderminster in the week 
and struggled to make headway in the 
first half. 

Michael Hollingsworth gave Gran¬ 
tham the lead when he pounced on 29 
minutes after Danny Meadow’s free-kick 
had been spilled by Halesowen goal¬ 
keeper Shaun Rowley. 

Halesowen had some good chances in 
the second half but failed to capitalise 
and Stefan Bilyk punished them with 
the second goal right on the final whistle 
to make it a miserable trip home. The 
result leaves the Yeltz eighth, two points 
outside the top five. 

Yeltz: Rowley, Summerford, Lewis. 
Denny (c), Morrison, Guyes, Charlton, 
Bragoli, Daniels, Melvin, Griffiths. Subs: 
Westwood, Watson, Connolly, Hull, 
Waite. 


Westbury leaves Himley for champs 



Cricketer Ollie Westbury in action 


WORCESTERSHIRE academy prospect Ollie 
Westbury has signed for Birmingham League 
champions Shrewsbury. 

The Dudley-based 18-year-old became the first 
player since current England star James Taylor to 
hit 1,000 runs in a season for Shrewsbury School 
last summer. 

An excellent year also saw Westbury crack 
his maiden century for Worcestershire’s 2nd XI, 
against Nottinghamshire, and he is rated very 
highly by the coaches at New Road. 

Shrewsbury skipper Rob Foster said the Lon¬ 
don Road club were delighted to have secured the 


Cricket 


services of Westbury, who has opted to make the 
step up from Division One side Himley. 

Foster said: “It’s taken a while to sort out but 
we’re really pleased that Ollie is now a Shrews¬ 
bury player. 

“He left Shrewsbury School last summer and 
I’ve played against him a few times in the past 
when he was with Himley. 

“He’s a very talented young cricketer and both 
Andy Barnard and Adam Shantry, speak very 
highly of him. 


PAIGE AIMING 
TO HIT DREAM 



IT won’t take long for Dudley’s 
Paige Goodyear to chase her 
next boxing dream after she 
celebrates her 15th birthday on 
Saturday. 

The now two-time national champion 
will be looking to catch the eye of the 
international selectors the very next 
day at an open talent day. 

The livewire teenager from Wren’s Nest will be 
old enough to box for England competitively as a 
Youth fighter when she turns 15. 

And coach Darren McDermott, who won an 
English title as a professional and represented 
England as an amateur, is confident she will im¬ 
press. 

He said: “It’s England all the way for Paige, 
that’s a definite in my mind. I’d match her with 
anyone in the country at her age. 

“When they see how determined she is in the 
ring, I think they will pick her. There’s no fuss, 
she just lives and breathes boxing.” 

The birthday cake may be left in the fridge 
until McDermott brings her back from the Eng¬ 
lish Institute of Sport in Sheffield, as the hopefuls 
must be within 2kg of their fighting weight. 

Accolade 

But Goodyear has achieved most things she 
has put her mind to, as another accolade in the 
National Association of Boys & Girls Clubs cham¬ 
pionships nine days ago suggests. 

The High Areal Secondary School pupil added 
that to her first national honours, a 46kg England 
Schools title at the age of 12 before stepping up 
to Junior level. 

She couldn’t compete in that England Boxing 
competition as there were no entrants at her 
weight of 50kg, so she travelled up again to 52kg. 

The opportunity to compete overseas cropped 
up as she captained a five-girl FLAG (Fight Like 
A Girl) squad that went to Denmark for the 
Haslev Box Cup. 

It was organised by coach Mick Maguire, from 
the Jewellery Quarter in Birmingham, with Mc¬ 
Dermott joining her on the trip. 

It was gold for Goodyear after two wins, the 
second by stoppage, which set up her nicely for 
her debut in NABGC competition. 


The revived tournament, which has been resur¬ 
rected after a year’s absence, threw up two obsta¬ 
cles along the way. 

But national semi-final opponent Melika Afzali, 
from Stevie Smith’s Boxing Academy in Hull, 
pulled out with a shoulder injury. 

In the end, it came down to Goodyear and 
Guildford’s Jessie Stevens to decide who would 
become Class A’s female champion at 52kg. 

Their bout at the Heart of Portsmouth Boxing 
Academy saw Goodyear take the first round, be¬ 
fore Stevens used her skills to level in the second. 

A gutsy third and final session left the fight 
hanging in the balance, but Goodyear’s work-rate 


proved key as she prevailed on a split decision. 

There’s now two gold medals, a pair of golden 
gloves and a selection of finalist and champion’s 
vests to adorn the walls at home and in the gym. 

McDermott, himself a former Schools cham¬ 
pion, said: “She’s already won more than I did as 
an amateur! She’s proved to be our club’s main 
star.” 

“She had to tough this one out and, make no 
mistake, grit and determination got the job done 
this time. She needs those sort of experiences. 

“She’s proved to me that she can dig it out 
when she needs to. It wasn’t a clean win,but no- 
one ever remembers the runner-up.” 


Run draws 
in athletes 
from all over 

DUDLEY Kingswinford Running Club 
members rubbed shoulders with nation¬ 
al and international athletes on Sunday 
in the Telford 10k. 

This was an opportunity for many to 
finish the year with a fast blast and a 
large number of top class runners from 
around the country and overseas took 
advantage. 

Ben Foster was first back in 73rd place 
in 33.33, Matt Biggs put weeks of spe¬ 
cific training to good use finishing in a 
PB of 34.31 for 92nd place, Rob Mere¬ 
dith finished in 95th in 34.34, Darran 
Bishop was 191st in 37.25, Dave Nor¬ 
man stopped the clock in 37.52 for 200th 
place, Simon Hughes recorded a massive 
PB of 37.54 in 201st and Steve Wood fin¬ 
ished in 40.07 in 244th. 

Helen Tromans smashed her PB with 
a time of 40.13 to take 251st overall and 
claim 1st in her age group, Mark Homer 
was 263rd in 40.56, Lorna Hulme was 
268th in 41.15, Richard Tonks PBd in 
287th place in 41.51, Graham Wildgoose 
was 299th in 42.26, Mark Judge was 
305th in 42.24, Stephen Parr was 308th 
in a PB of 42.37, Andy Litchfield was 
344th in 44.20, Tahir Yasin was 353rd 
in 44.34 and Russell Fox was came home 
in 47.03 in 421. 

Elsewhere there were hoops in attend¬ 
ance at the Sneyd Christmas Pudding 
Run. A 10-mile road race. Kevin Duck¬ 
worth made light of recent injuries to 
come home in 19th place in 1.01.13 and 
Malcolm Pillar placed 127th overall and 
3rd in his age group finishing in 1.15.01. 

Further afield a group travelled to 
Ludlow for the Mortimer Forest Trail 
Race. 

James Wright was first DK runner 
to cross the line in 22nd place in 72.02, 
Mick Quane was 50th in 77.32, John 
Andrews was 274th in 115.23 and Peter 
Krivosic was 291st in 119.39. 

Jackett holds high 
hopes for new blood 

KENNY Jackett says Wolves have ‘high 
hopes’ for the current crop of young¬ 
sters making their mark with the club. 

The Wolves starlets beat Manchester 
United 3-2 in the league on Saturday to 
follow up their impressive FA Youth Cup 
win over MK Dons and an 8-0 thrashing 
of league leaders Everton. 

The likes of Niall Ennis, Connor 
Ronan and Nicu Carnat have been 
touted as potential future stars. 

And Jackett said there was a good 
chance that some of the side could fol¬ 
low in the footsteps of the likes of Carl 
Ikeme and Danny Batth, currently reg¬ 
ulars in the first team. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 

® 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 




Massive 
selection 
of Wallpaper, 
and Paint 



265 Castle Street, Dudley DY11LQ 

X Access from Tower [ 


■ i/G w ^-’g^pafnt ~ ch ">sehm* — of Beds on l *Vyy^ blue ui man oi luvei ruu 

www.carpetelite.co.uk free parking at the rear Tel: 01384 234734 


to I Huge Selection 


Prices 


Street Drive, 
side of Malt Shovel Pub 




























